
·_-

mon tha .

specific purpose, and the Cour t has overwhellning evidence

about that•

Also , your Honor , ~ere i s an inordinately larqe

amount of evidence concerniAq what this person did i n. terms

of dea ling in explo8ivea .. in trying to obbin them , that are

Oh tape recorded. conversations which can.not be contested.

We d i d not qo into that in debi l with the Cour t because

the Cour t had those transcripts ava i l able to i t f or many

Whi l e i't i s clear, as Mr . Lit tman says, where

Mr. Rcnbom was anchored ' in ·the past , it is also c lear what

ce:me out of his being anchored in types o f activ it.ies in

which he was involved.

We oppose any deferment of sentence. Other

than that. your Honor. we have not.hlnq f urther to say.

HR . LITTMAN: If t may add one sentence, I don ' t

mean to con t e s t what Mr . J a f f e said, but there Is one

f ur t her point I j ust wish to .ake, if I could .

Conc ern i ng his initial involvement with the

J ew i !lh Defens e League, I t.hink the proba't.ion report.. the

personal part of It submitt.ed to the Court. , substant.iates

this a Withou't. belaboring the record. it. I s in the

document.s that. were afforded to thi s Cour t at the time

of the j uveni l e - ad u l t. status hear i ng . As I recall, sir .
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at: the tme St e phen Rombom became aff iliated with the

J ewi s h Defens. Laaque he was IIt l11 in pleasantville,

and ~t the people in PI......tvl11. 'c a lled the .1DL to

intortll then and 1:0 rsd.M them and to tell them of the

potential ris ks that ~y were ru....1nq in dealing v i th h im

at the tille .

Indeed , A8 your Honor wIll ~al1, I think the

last: paraqraph o f the probat.ion report that. wa s submitted

echoes this t ac t: , and I want:ed u. bring 'that. to t.he atten-

t lon of the Court .

Thank you, sir.

THE COURT : Mr. Rombom , what do y ou have 1:0 say

.
f or yourself before the Court. pronounces sentence?

MR. ROHBOM: Your Honor , I real l y d on' t know

what I c an say . I t I s unfor'tunat.e ~t I d on' t believe what

I used to believe because it would make it a lot edsler

to deal with my havinq to be sentenced today f or what I

have done .

Mr . J aff e said that this wasn't a JDL tri al ,

and I waD '"1: to be tried AS a member of the J OL, but. he

cOlls'tantly keeps referrinq 'to the t ac 't I am a member o f the

JDL , o r I was, and he brouqh't i't up cons'tan'tl y when he

asked for hiqher bail .

I hope t.ha't when you sent.mlce me I wi l l be

SOUTHilN DISTl ICT CQUJ.T UPOITlIJ. us, COUI.THOUSE



by the psychiatrist , who testified in the hearing who had,

why t:hat

I ask this Court why in reasonBeven or eiqht years.

indicated •• 'the purpose of sentence here

proqre•• mould be forestalled.

There is an indication by Hr. Jaffe, and in part

35

We wish to point out. ~at the probat.ion report.

at. least. in the personal section ot the report., sir,

atld humani~ the proqrell8 that he hall currently made,and

which the psychiatrists who testified before this Court

who had evec, very limii:ed contact wi'th Mr. Rombom acknowledge

is necessary for & caaplete rehabilitation, e e cceeeeee has

indicates "tt. Rombm '. reqret tor the act.ivities that he

participated 1hl the fact. that Mr. Rombom, at least. since

his arrest, no lonqer i. a member of the Jewish Detens. '

Leaque, and haa vit:hdrawn fraw. its act.ivities; that he

Is contrite tor the corrnlssion of these .crimes, and that.

Mr. Rallbora, 1:0 quote the probation depart:rlient, has aualities

of generosity, sensitivity, and he verbalizes remorse tor

his behavior.

Your Honor, Mr. Rcnbcn has his ent.ire lite

ahead of him rlqht. now. I ask the Cour to consider what

I think would almost inevitably happen it Mr. Ranbom is

placed lhaide of an iutitutiob., ItLst:.itutions . the inside

of which he has already seen in his yoUDQ life for about
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I can j u s t hope that society d o e s not need to

run the risk -f ruining the t' i nn a nd canmitted progress he

has been making and the t ype of rea l i . t i c and viable program

that all the psychiatrists and even this Cou r t has

indicated are necessary in this case.

I can urge the Cour thtat even if the Court

sees fit, as I hope in reason and humanity it will not, to

p l ac e Mr. Romban i n an inatitution under t.he Federal You t h

certainly .Is not., i n a.n effort to condone ' what he did.

It. was wrong, and he is aware of it . He stands before this

Court: willing t.o pay whatever price your Honor in (food

reason and humanity wishes t.o impose upon him .

What. I have said, as I am sure your Honor is

aware and will take it. in that spirit, is not meant as

j us t i f i c a t i on for what occurred, but must. be taken i n t he

l ight of mitiga:t.ion. and understanding o f what happened .

I can only make t.he arguments to the Court.

It is , of course, t he solemn d u ty of the Cou r t to make

'the ruling . But I knoW' that this Cour t and the q overrunent

and our society does not need to incarcerate St ephen

Rombom at this critical time of his life , it. does not need

to place once again in an institution a ~ung man who has

already spent eiqht year s of hi s l i fe in one , s ince the

age o f s ix ..
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