
6 GTFO or #FAIL

by FX of Phenoelit

To honor the memory of the great Barnaby Jack, we would like to relate the events of a failed POC. It
happened on the second day of the Black Hat Abu Dhabi conference in 2010 that the hosts, impressed by
Barnaby’s presentation on ATMs,11 pointed out that the Emirates Palace hotel features a gold ATM12. So
they asked him to see if he could hack that one too.

Never one to reject challenges or fun to be had, Barns gathered a bunch of fellow hackers, who shall
remain anonymous in this short tale, to accompany him to the gold ATM. Sufficient to say, yours truly was
among them. Thus it happened that a bunch of hackers and a number of hosts in various white and pastel
colored thawbs went to pay the gold ATM a visit. Our hosts had assured everyone in the group that it was
totally OK for us to hack the machine, as long as they were with us.

6.1 The POC

While the gold ATM, being plated with gold itself, looked rather solid13, a look at the back of the machine
revealed a messy knot of cables, the type of wiring normally found on a Travis Goodspeed desk. Since the
machine updates the gold pricing information online, we obviously wanted to have a look at the traffic. We
therefore disconnected the flimsy network connections and observed the results, of which there were initially
none to be observed, except for the machine to start beeping in an alarming way.

Nothing being boring, we decided to power cycle the machine and watch it boot. For that, yours truly
got behind it and used his considerable power cable unplugging skills to their fullest extent. Interestingly
enough, the gold ATM stayed operational, obviously being equipped with the only Uninterruptable Power
Source (UPS) in the world that actually provides power when needed.

Reappearing from behind the machine, happily holding the unplugged network and power cables, yours
truly observed the group of hosts being already far away and the group of hackers following close behind.
Inverting their vector of movement, the cause of the same became obvious with the approaching storm
troopers of Blackwater quality and quantity. Therefore, yours truly joined the other hackers at considerable
speed.

6.2 The FAIL

Needless to say, what followed was a tense afternoon of drinking, waiting, and considering exit scenarios from
a certain country, depending on individual citizenships, while powers to be were busy turning the incident
into a non-issue.

The #FAIL was quickly identified as the inability of the fellowship of hackers to determine rank and
therefore authority of people that all wear more or less the same garments. What had happened was that
the people giving authority to hack the machine actually did not possess said authority in the first place or,
alternatively, had pissed off someone with more authority.

The failed POC pointed out the benefits of western military uniforms and their rank insignia quite clearly.

6.3 Neighborly Greetings

Neighborly greetings are in order to Mr. Nils, who, upon learning about the incident, quietly handed the
local phone number of the German embassy to yours truly.

11https://www.blackhat.com/html/bh-ad-10/bh-ad-10-archives.html\#Jack
12http://www.nydailynews.com/2.1353/abu-dhabi-emirates-palace-hotel-sports-vending-machine-gold-article-1.

449348
13http://www.gold-to-go.com/en/company/history/
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