A Librum
(http://www.Librum.us)
Hosted PDF.

This file is hosted on the Librum website with the
permission of the copyright holder of record.

The collection is hosted for the primary use
of various help organizations located world wide.

The only authorized uses of this material is for these
organizations, and for personal educational use.

The Librum



K .

ng, spring houses, horse trading,
‘vas tea, berry. buckets, gardening, and.
-¢ affairs of plain living










water systems fiddle makmg, loggmg,

gardemng, sassafras tea, wood carvmg,_and ‘.

further afhurs 0{ plam living )

z

|
edited with an /introduction by
ELIOT WIGGINTON

“Afterword by Rlchard M. Dorson’

Anchor Boo'ks

" Anchor Préss / ﬁbubleday

Garden City, New York e

K

£ 4
“

Ai “ 7

¢



‘,_,.,,3;__._43‘;17511;1,,Gap. Ga. 1. Wigginton, Elior, II. Foxfire.

Eliot Wigginton, who st’irted Foxfire n’ﬁag’tzine with his ninth- and tenth- .

~grade }flxollah classes in 1966 stitl tf:'i(,hes high school in the Appalachian.
" Mountdins of North Geow;d and, with his students, guides the activities of

The Foxfire Fund, Inc. His students now are expanding their efforts to in-

" clude not only the pIOdU(tiOIl of the Foxfire magazine and books, but also

the (I’t?dtl()l] of televisiori shows for theu LOIﬂmﬂHItV cable TV station, a

" series of record albums of tzddmonal music, and a furniture-making busi-

ness. Fliot \\ 1cromtor1 13 cl]'%@ the ed1t01 ‘of 1 WISH 1 COUID GIVE MY SON A
WILD RACCOON. -

- .;!' . ‘ %
;, " : . N m
‘”,;;,fj_ -
B & ,
Library of donww\z Cataloqmg in Publuatlon Data =

Main entry under title: - St

,-.Tr)\ﬁre N |

“Portions of this ook first ﬁppf*ared in" Foxfire magazine.” ' .
it shographv: p. 4000 - '
Im ludes index. . ’ Lot

“Couritry ljfe-_Cieorgia— Rabun Gap. 2. Handicraft—Georgia—Rahun Gap.

S521.5.G4F045 975.8123 . oL LT
ISBEN: o-385-12087-7 ' PN . : o
Library of Congress Catalog; (;‘grd Number: ,6—-30803 — L S

The Anchor Press. cdmon i3 thé first pubhcatlo@ of Fmﬁre 4 in book form.
It is pubh\hed simultaneously in hard and paper covers.

Anchor Books edition: 1977 : ' : . .

Jacket photo courtesy of John Hil
Jacket and Cower Designs by Jim McWilliams

~Portions of this hook first dppeared in Foxfire magazine.

Copnirrht © 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1977 by The Toxfire Fund, Ine.
All Rights Rese rved s :
Prmted in the United StatCa of \menca - ;

E







& ~ CONTENTS

“« %

!
.
%
i
il i ” .
- R : T
Introduction - i o ;

“ae

Fita and Charlie Ross Hartley .
Knife Making '. S

Wood Carving

R

Fiddle AMaking - n o

Thomas ('.un'lpbéli:, Plow-stock Maker : : -~ 126

Wooden Sleds - . . 134

Gardening ' T 150

. . LY
Bird Traps, Deadialls, and Rabbit Boxes : 104 2R
Annice Perry ' ' o 202
Horse Trading , . . . 215
SYNENE W B Y

Logeging . o ‘ . L - . - o 257

Aunt Lola Cannon ) , i , S - 317

Water Svstems .

,
(2
)
y

Berry Buckets
Cheese Making .
Rev. A. Rufus Morgan :i ' &/ 9G4
Tpdate o : 442
Afterword by Richard Z\‘I. Dorson : - 482 &
Index of People . - 486

A Selected Listing of Pcriodimls and Resource Material ;

About the Appalachian Region . : o ) 490

St
a e =
%




This book is dedicated to organizations like Patch 1n the Cah]ngetown
neighborhood ‘of Atlanta, run by men and women who have consistently

put the welfare of their nmghl)oxhoods ahead of pcr\ornl gain—and to
those blessed foundations that support them, vear after yeary



- INTRODUCTIONE.

ces in the
seem Lo

? 7 ‘of  these
Aforces, despite Lm\thmu we can do to counteract it, sces’to it that certain
stadents will remain 1ml>eddf:d in our memories. _

T've had my share, so far, of;:;tudent_s like that. Thev are indelible, One Qf
then, a kid nanred Erﬁ%ést,\is” one of those extraordinary human béings who,
while he was in our high school, set aside I’lé‘dl‘ly every one of his weekends
to help me build my logshouse. He raised Jogs into place, cut out the win-

_dow and _duor holes with my chain sdw, set rafters—he was everywhere on
that structure, laughing 1d talking. Despite the fact that we were ctose
then, I lost track of hlm _f‘f’ilpOIalll\ after he left-bur school, but T never for-
got him, _ S

Several years later, during the Septcmher summer of 1476, I was in the
parkmc }ot Re) »school on one of thosg scorchmff afternoons thdt ing ev-

fsan on Brooks when 1 ql ddLId.“\r became aware of (mother pres-
ence, I g]dnced had\warde over the tailgate and saw there.a skinny little

four-and-a-half- foot-high kid looking up at me, grinning out Ihrough waces - - -

“and from under a 5hoc}\ of blond hair, and wearing one of those yellow
fo@tha]l ]e{sen with Back SEripes around the sleeves, jeans, and-a_ p'm of,
tennis shoes that must have been rescued from the trash at least twice.
He hesitated for, a second, and then said, “Are you Wig? I'm Ernest’s lit-
tle brother. He told me to find \ou when I got here” I'm David Flanagan
Andinstantly a wave crashed through me, and I looked into that appre-’
hensive little fage and saw, one after the other, each, face replaced by an-

other, an endless parade in which each student [ had succeeded with, or =

failed with, was replaced by another in a never-ending fine—cach with new
hopes and new needs and new expectations. And T felt things smashing
-arcund inside of me that I can never remember feeling before. -

- It was important that that happen then, for-duripg the same summer, we
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at Foxfire celebrated our tenth hirthday whild the nation celebrated ifs twoe
hundredth. And 1 spent a lot of time doin:g—in regard to our Organiz_ation
—what I assumed others were supposed to he 'doing in regard to the ria—
tion: looking backward in order to sce forward. I saw we had come a long
.way, and I noted, with gratitude, that we had passed through some choppy-
@ters since 1 wrote the introduction to Foxfire 3. and we had come out on
the Gthergide relatively unscathed——strengthened instead of weakened.
At the fime T wrote that introduction, quite frankly, T was frightened.
The outsidk world had descended on us with such foree-that, from our per-
spective, We saw that world as : i

force that could consume us, and ca'usc us to lose sight of our perspective,
our main goals, and our main purposes. ' ’

And so we built a“wall ’J]OU]!d ourselv (‘wm(l our kids, I'm convinced that’
that was an appropriate--even Vital —reaction to gl the strange fists ‘beat-
ing on our door: It gave us time to breathe, time to regroup, time to get our.
priorities back in order and figure out how to keep them there. For several
years we were more intrespective than we had been in the past, and. we ex-
.perimented with our own ¢ sducational formula in relative peace.

Large portions of that defense still stand, and appropriately so. They will
be thére f(n as ioncr as our organization survives. But from where 1 stand
now, I can sce thét other poruons have been broken down, not from with-
out but from within, &s we've gone through the same kind of maturing
process as dn organization that we celebrate as we observe it in our kids.
_)That maturing happened, and is happening, 1 think, for tavo reasons.

First was the growing realization of how much our success had d(,pf‘nded
on that very outside w @1](1 we feared so greatly. When Foxfire magazine
was voung, most of the S]g‘ﬂlﬁ(.aﬂl events affecting our firtle project were in-
itiated in our Lehalf lj‘yiothcrs. Junius Eddy, for example, who was with the
Office of Education when I hit Washington one day begging for money. He
picked up a phone, called Herh McArthar at the National Endowment for
the Humanities, and set up an appointment for fne that resulted in our first
significant grant. ‘

_Or Mike Kinney, a Uood friend and collcge fmtcrmt\ brother turned edi-
tor who oot us to put- The Foxfire Book toocth(‘r and talked - Anchor Press

v

into taking a chance on it. - o .

Or this: Shortly after our GOI‘pOI ation was formed, T was in Washington
agaln trying to recruit some men and, womcn to qcr\c@on our advisory
~ board. Somegne suggested Sam Stanley of. thc Smithsonian’s Center {or the

Study of Man sforat that-time we were _g:ntcr,t(u_n_u_'ggwtﬁgnpgon that other

students in other-cultures might someday want to do the same sort of thing
we were doing in Georgia, and since Sam was an expert in -several Indian
cultures, we thought he might e able to be helpful. Sam was visited several:
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hours after T left his office by Brian Beun and Ann Vick of ’ITDFAS' a pri-
vate foundation in Washingten that was exploring ways of }asisting various
Indian groups. Sum showed them the copies of Foxfire thd;t%dd feft with
him, they got in touch, and on my next visit to Washington came down. and
hailed me out of the jail 1 had been placed in because I dldn t have enough
cash with me to settle a traffic violation, I.made in no:thwest D.C. rush-
hour traffic on the w ay t6 the five p.M: appointment I had with them; and
that meeting led to our eventual collaboration’ as L0n~,uitantq for dozens of
new Fox fire-type publications in high schools all-over the country, and
opened up a whole new series of gducational oppo:tumtfeq for students of
mine who \xexe often invited by nﬁg projects to spend a summex on location
helpmq them $et their first issue'of a magazine together. Mike Cook, for ex-
_ample, spent a summer in Ramah, New- Mexico, hdipmq to start the
Navajo publication, Tsa’Asz’, then majored in ]omnahsm at thé University
of Georgia, and is now on our $taff running our entire vjdeotape operation,
Claude Rickman was able to spend a summer in Kennebunkport, Maine,

their first book out, “md Ellen Massey's Cfmnp in Ielmnon Missouri, that
' publishes Bittersw eet will soon have one as well. Recen]ﬁ y IDEAS sponsored
the public ation of two books designed to help teachers implement a Foxfire-

Experience. 1 wrote %pemﬁ(dlh for teachers. The qther You and Aunt
Arie: ' d Guide to Cultural joumalzsm was written for students not by me
(and that's especially gratifying), but by Pam Wood dnd her kids at Sall.

And it was through IDEAS that T was mtroduCed to the ‘Highlander

Center in New Market, Tennessee, where I met M\rles HOrton its founder

Clark, its present diréctor,) ‘and Guy Carawan, its mmlc digector. Guy intro-
~duced us to George Revnolds and George and hls' wi %’harrod are now
‘on our staff helping our, kids do ﬁeldwork In tradltlonal rhusic. :
Often, Lvonder what would ‘have happened had BI"]ELI] and Ann not
been abl%to come down to that pehce station and pay my fine for running
that stop sign.on 5 Street'in 'Wabhmgton S

enrlchment of both. We are not—and must not  be--isolated if we are to
 grow. Then, as now,. that strikes m¢ as being al very profound notion, fer

- 'thoce intersections in our lives, if welcomed, lead us on in ways we could
' never ha\e mdpped in, ad*. ance, Its an old notion ( ‘Knowmg how way
as then Agam and again durmg thosc ﬁmt ten years, new fnends outside
our rcglon unselfishly epened doors, linked us up with friends of “theirs, and
so the network grew. And as this happencd s0, too, came our growing reali-

~ helping Pam Wood and her kids start, their magazine, Sa!t thev now have

type project in their own schoals. One of the hooks, Uomenta‘ The Foxfire

(a man I mention, hriefly m the introduction to. Foxfﬁ?e 2), and later Mike’

Linkages. \Ioment-@ when lives intersect and ! 'combine to the eventual
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che’ttmqmn l\ld\ Tho&(: W ho were not; A T.h'll pomt i their 11\ s, able to

get caught up in and excited and motivated by (hé processes invelved In
pub thq mere were cheated because that.was all we had to-offer. Those
who dld Uct caught up in what. wc had to offer got (h(,at(‘d later for the
same reason—we could stretch them no further mentally or (‘[nOthﬂ’lll)

In addition, by being ficrcely selfish in the examination of our own tiny
‘piece of the globe to the exchrsion of, others? we ran” the risk of isolating the
students fmm the lalgel (ommumt\ of man that most of- 1hcm would ene

¢ day ﬁhaxe to-énter. gha\c learned- through 1)1t(921 cxperience,. for C\ample

~ that it is net enough for my kids to have any, intimate undcrst(mqu aof; their
own past, roots, and hentdcrc “That'i 15 mmensely imyportant, but to e truly
effective citizens, they must rext dcqu‘lrc nnncqu’lll\ 90ph1q{1mtcd knowledge
of their culture’s relationship to others. We are a multlcultu;al world, and
we are all linked one to another, for hetter or for worse. S
" In our rigorous sclf-exammagion, we ran the risk of mal\mtf some Of our
students salf-indulgent and defensive to_ the peint where they could helieve
that only their own Commu'nit\'zhzld value; ;md so sametimes they, as stu-
dent‘% erected the same kinds of walls that our orcammtlon had e'irhel

A

. & Pl :
_tion must hc fiore C\pemen' aw\e we hegan stowly to add mmpo—
nents to o i program that

who were nat presently excited by prmt }@mnah\m atr(’tr‘ﬁ hdqowl\d% “ho_
were in.ways thev had never heen stretehed hefare by our pmﬂmm,‘

and” §~‘_-
tablish lln]\’lE(“\ th’it would move them more actively bC\Ond their own
community in terre of understanding and sensitivity. . '
One step at a time, we began to expand, \trc‘ngthencd“ and (‘mboldened
by a new perspective on our roles and rctponmhlhtlcs as an organization;
adding cach new componernt slowly, as it seemed Lap )mprmlte and as it
seemed possible for us to implement, each being a ndlumfl organic exten- -
“sion of cur educational philosophy rather than an 'ntlﬁma]ix 1mpo<ed new
gimmick that could distract and fragment us. : ‘
We had always known, fox example, that th(‘r(‘ Is @ larger Appalachia,
.- beset with staggermgr-\prohlems to. which we owe d[legldncc, for!we are all
fighting the same battics, facing the same faes. We are now activ(!‘,ly' working _
to build iinka,a'csrwi‘t.h other Appalachian organiiations,, and assist them

wherever possible in the same way we were once assisted. When Pam Porter”
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-showed up on our doorstep one day from Atlanta looking for a job with us,

P . % . . . .
rather th 1d1 hll'lﬂ“' her for curselves (911](‘6 we reserve our staff OPeNnIngs pri- .

marily for peopic from this community, as jobs are almost non-existent
here ), we sent h‘u back to Atlanta to Cabbagetown, the despcmte y poor
Southern ~\ppal‘u hizn neighborhood there that grew up around the Fulton
- Bag and Corton Mill at the turn of the century. Our kids then voted\to give
Patch, the community ‘owdnuatlon thue, a small grant with 'which they

could hire PA]]] helped them get o second grant fromy the GGeorgia Arts

Commission 1o Keep her employed there working with their kids, and then
rejoiced with them as they published a hook of their own about Cabbage-

town that is filled with interviéws with elderly residents along wnth recipes .

and photographs. The 1 book, Cabbagetown Families, Cabbagetown Food
is being marketed by Patch to bring additional operating income into that

orgamzation. Since it completely paid for itself in a matter of weeks. after-

publication, other books are being planned.
In addition, we've worked out a plogram whereby kids from Cabbage-
town-—many of whom have never heen to the mountains where  their

grandparents were born and raised—can tome and stay with our kids at

our center for varying periods of time to learn more about what%s meant by
roots: and my. kids visit Patch to.find out what.an Appalachian ghetto is
Iike in the middle of a.city. : - '

We are also working clo&ely with Paech to develop, in one of ‘the aban-
doried mill buildings, a furniture industry that will turn out authentic hant
IE‘pIOdU( tions of mountain primitive furniture. My students, assisted by kids

from Cabbagetown, will scour our part of the 1 untams for patterné‘ e

cord those patterns, produce a catalogue filled w photographs_of the
furniture we cangoffer; and, with the help of local men, they will ‘hire,
round up the necessary wood from local sawmills, cut out the pieces
according to the patterns, and truck the” pieces to Atlanta- for aéseml)‘ly

(with wooden pegs), finishing, and marketing by Cabbagetown residents’

on a co-operative l)aus i\’\.e will split the. pro@eed‘; and use the proﬁts to
provide additional Jobs in hoth areas. :
Using the rovaltiessmoney that has come to us through the sale of the
ijne books, we haVe added stafT members here, each of whom has the re-
- sponsibility of developing a who le, ne;v Icmqe of projects and opportumtws
and linkages for our kids: B '

T

Mike Cook, for example,, has expdnded our v1deotape program to* the

point where we are now broadcadstin rograms ﬁlmed and edited by kids

on a weekly basis over our county cable TV qutf N Jprograms are not
o

only Foxfire articles on videotape, but alko such things as in-depth studies

o
by students on such issues as clear- -cutting on National Forest land, the ad-

vantages and dLsadvantages of consolidated schools. (we are . about to open

Pt
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one in our county) versus neighborhood schools, and interviews with cazndl
dates for regional golitical offices. ' a
ﬂ t}eorqe and Sharrod Revnolds have, through new courses thC\ are oﬂer-
ing.in our school, dev eloped a file of musicians in the region, and have our
studentq now )Luidmg an.archive of traditional music. Out of this work has
new come a series of record albums recorded, edited, designed; and distrib-
uted by our *qtudcnt\ under our Foxfire label. The albums feature tradi-
tional muqmans talking  about and playing, their music, mountain song
writers who ZII"L creating new music.out of their roots (some of them are
from’ Cahhaﬁctohm, as well as mountain pcople talking about their lives,
. their .hplmt]ons and their dreams—our * ‘personality™ articles on albums.
Paui Gill espic and Suzy Angier have begun our regional publishing com-
pany, the first offering from which was produced by Suzy and her kids and
was titled, Memories of a-Mountain Shértline. It is an oral-historv of the
fifty-seven-mile-long Tallulah F&lls Rajlroad that- uqed to run through our
county (dnd was so qpect’tculﬁr that \\ alt DISHC\ used it as the %1tc for hlS

pre'lchers each of
oral history of eonc of the log bmldmgs that ha\e been recomtru:ctcd at
our cducatlona | center, along with a photographlc record of their moving
on. Margic Bennett, in addition, is working-with students

gwing hlack Appalachian residents for a forthcoming study

and reconstructy
who- are intervig
of the black expegience in the mouritains. ‘

Our students hive also desu:ncd and built log playground structures for
two elementary schools, have des;gned “and equipped two woodworking
shops at our center\and laid out one nature trail. By the time this book is
published, we will ' hhve added a staff member who will be working -with
them on environmengal studies, and will be hulldmfr a greenhouse with
them for use as a laboratory.. . T

In every instance, these extenmons are offered in the form .of courses
withinr our pul)hc hlgh school, and the students who .are involv ed in them
receive full scholastic credit for the wark:they do with us. All this from a lit-
tle high school maghzine, the first issue bF which was paid for by a commuﬂ
nitv that believed'in our potential. =~

And it is only in that growth-—that welcoming of approprlate llnkages in
- our lives and thiat receiving and giving of energy—thét weslive and mature.
* Cut off, like so many old people weshave met, we shrivel dIld become dust.
Cut off, like so ‘many high school studcnl:s we have met mn classrooms
around this nation, we atrophy. ‘ S T

As cne teacher in one county-- thc entue populdtlon of which could be

. . 4 <
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swallewed up in one corner of one suburb of any major city-—-I must con-

e eeenStantly remind mvself that it is only through rejoicing at the opportunities

»

provided by th(‘\f:‘ extensions of our 0[10111(11 work that I and the staff 1 hire

can build a netw o:i\ of experiences and Opportumtle% for kids that will con-

nect them to themsely es, to their schooi, ta

i LOIHIHUHH\ to their region,
and to the worid_; and. p:oudc for e:u%;ﬂ hdift an endlews number of en-

a.thet than thlowmfr them nal\ed ohito the \\01](1\ st cets: with

blessing than a half-remembered graduation &,pee(h ) .
TXll of us, as teachers, must have an infinite measure of hope for human--

ity on this rock as it whirls through space,” and an infinite measure of deter-

“mination to get better at this job each vear and to correct the mnsatie mis-

takesswe make with such dL\tI’E’H\IHg freqﬂencv For- 'Llwa\:i in lock step, one
‘behind, the othel_;ﬁaa@bﬁtdln : g&tﬁ% of our. pu_kup
trucks, fresh-faced, opééﬁ% -ared, hopeful, 5hufH1 g in tennis shoes and grin-
ning out through braces come the David klanagansyasking wher_g we stand.-

-Appeiring !)ehmd

. =T BEW -7
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ETTA AND CHARLIE ROSS HARTLEY

he letter on the opposite page
dlrned in our office -one dav,
: Band .Sﬁnt us all in search of a
map df North Carolina that could show us re Vilas was. Mr. Hartley
sounded like someone we'd like to meet. We found, to our&dehght that
Vilas wus near Sugar 610\6 and we had already héen in communication
with @ Tedra Harmon there who made banjos and had agreed to show us
how (see Foxfire 3. We now hdd twice as much reason for a p;lglmngc

into that part of the mountains. -

We wrote<AMr. Hartley back lnllﬂedldtel\ and asked permlmon to visit

avith him. received it, confirmed the dates with Tedra, and headed out enly .

e . ! . .
to-be turned back$y the gasoline shortage that had closed every gas station
on our réute. We,

it Ca

The gr eetmo Fve received from -Chatlie and his wife was so warm and

genuine that 1r}-~""'he week we spent up there thelr home l)ecamc our base of*

were coi;stant] aaamg their httlfz home on the way to dnother ,serend1p1-
tous interviewind we'd stop infor a moment onlyto find that they had
anticipated us, and had a pot of

We touched base with them severa

- Subsequent wips up that way have kept the’ fnendshlp open-—a friend-

ship we are ﬂdtteltd by, and omteful ot @ i

In the first pdr[ of this chdpter Charlie comments on the Foxﬁresbooi\q

and fillsin the holes he's found as he read carefulty through them. In the
second part, we focus on Charlie’s own life as a bujlder, mason, contractor,
family man, and remarkable Human being. _ .

~ Arnicle by Ray McDride, Steve Swmuth, Cheryl -Stocky, and Louise
Frednan. Photogsraphs by Tom Carlton. : o

ee on the stéve and pies ‘on the table. -

5
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Part I. ) ’

lhe\ s a‘lot of th}\ stuff that began to slip. my mind until T started read-
ing these here Foxfire paperq But all that stuff is the truth. T bet they ain’t a
word in there from them old fellers what ain't the truth There’s so much of
it I know. Now I've not done all of it, but they's

~'of it T have done. I'xe
made everv piece about a wagon at one time-or another¥in my life. Tve
never Built chimneys for log-homes, but I've helped patch up one or two.
I’ve heen with a lot of different people. I've worked.nearly ev ervwhefe.

- Now all of these old bmldmg% that vou'll find—all these log, l)mldmgs—-

was built before my day. T was born in a log house over here on nghwa\
105. And my brother was born there. Now we lived at what was known at,
~that time as the old Moss place. And we lived in a log house. In fd(‘t there
F Hvas two log houses; and my wite's mother arid- dwdd\ lived in one, and 1y
_dad and me Tiv ed in thetother. Now Lim Just going t& tell you what I can
remember. | don't think my daddy 'was ever as poor ¢ as I'm going. to teil vou

_ about, but my daddy was a poor man. = o™
‘The real poor people that. I can semember used ash Lakes Now that’s
mayhe something vou don't know. Ifvou happen to have a hearth, you rake
your fire coals-or your ashes out on it. If vou.have your dough ready, you

P : - .F i S
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. Iald 1t doun on thdt and \ou covered L]mt with coals or "L\h(’\ When that.
=ffoit done, vou'd take it up and shake the ashes off and eat it; and that's the
fun that the old poor men like my dad got to do '

Now myv dad was poor, and thm was-a few of them poor peoplc Tight up
and down the Wat. wiga Riverand i Valle Crucis, at fhe time, My dad was
a renter. We moved {rom nl Ace Lo nlnt‘ nmmd there for Cﬂ’f(‘ldl Vvears: he-

fore we got our own place. _
v—that D've always

S gomg to tell about one feller now-—he's dead n
had ‘ator Hf respect*for. Back in the Beech Mountain country—I- don’t

- know how it happened—but they Sett!cd some chl\\ in there. And why and

where they.come to get into the mountains, 1 don’t know how it ever hap-
pened. But there was a set of Hicks. | bLu a house back there on that
mountain for a feiler by the name of Ben; Hicks, and ht took a areat” interest
in telling me how thev went along. But T built Ehat_ﬂﬁ-housc— on the first ﬁotﬂ
that the first Hicks that ever come into that mountain come to. And he told
me just what [ told }‘Olf%hs about ash pones. He said, “Mr. Hartley, vou
\\'On‘t_hﬁlit':\"‘_é it. but my dad and us lived on ash pones.”?

And he told me just the s,zihﬁf«.tzl]c that my mother and daddy—in fact,

my mbtheré’ﬁd daddy baked ash pones jusf to-show us kids how to hake
them. And the mruth s, I“f:ilclp,cd bake them myseil for the curiosity to see if
1 could bake rher. Aﬂde old man Hicks; told me his pobr littie boy lived on
ash cakés when he first come to this countrvaBut now by the time I was in
thérc, thev had 4" good living—plentv of méney,. But they worked for it.'I
don’t know., | bur his cld daddy, he told me.how much fand the old Hicks
had—1 call them old Hicks because thev was the fimt -and I believe it was
about twelve hundred acres of fand. ;"‘i
- All right, now, veu take the washing business. Now Fovfire startf 1t with
a black washpot. Now they was alisolutely no washpots at mv knowing for
quitea few years. We used a brass kettle, Tt would hold, T would say, about
- two I(JU\hfi]‘%‘ Prtft\‘ vood sized ones. Now that kette was hung 011 two
forked stakes. One set up on one side and one over there: One was sorta
loose and you would pick up the crossbar on this end and carry it around—
set it on the ground if you wanted to, or empty it Now, that kettle—with
the whole commuuty, that kettle was what they dom all their wasHing in.
T-hey cooked in it. They done evervthing they wanted 1 "that hrass kettle.

. And the washing, now, they always had to go.to a brauch or a creek—
seeins to me it was mostly a branch since it had more water at it. They got
ready to wash them clothes and thev'd boil them out in that kettle with lve
soap. That's all we knowed in them days. T can’t ever remember seeing a
ciake of store-hought soap. [Then they'd carry the clothes to the” branch in
tubs. ) There must have been at that time some th makers. Tn fact, myv.
daddy could n‘az-xkc'tuh.\‘.,,Ht‘ had all the tools, but I'never saw him make but
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one. But we had awood bucket, Now ¥hat's what we had at that time. You
put vour clothes in 1t 'd[ld uuued thetit out here now to the branch: and

=N
&

tried o fnd o Oad _Iml\ lnwh enough for batdling. Patty-cake with the

Bartting stick, swe caled it Al thenmy banding stcks—well, 1 guesy I'xf(;scej:]__L
hundred of liem- -wis made *()1 u(l maple. Now vou mught wonder ‘why

red m: 1p]c? Well, red nu 1[)]6 15 d hnc grain, and i in heating on them clothes,
the grain stuvs smooth. Now \ou take oak, pophu or ¢ heslnut—:ts got a
goarse grain 1o it if you remeniber I vou beat with that kind, it gets so that
_1t srough and leav es streaky the re and be ats your clothes all 10 pieces. |

" Now that w dter, you can't rinse your, clothes in a pond. You've got to
*have vour water running. We alwayvs tried Lo catch o place w ht‘}C‘ThL water
was ranning over the shéals or &c)mcthmo ~hold vour. iot}lc\ under that
and rinse them: Sometimes, if vou didn’t have that, vou could manage: get
vou a-rock and roll- him o the branch. Then when the water. came
rushing over it, vou rinse there. >
Then vou get to the"p ace 110\t whiere vou have water, nmmno thIOUOh-
the heart of a log Now the first log that T ever siaw notched from the top to
carry water, [ made it. We got to a pla(‘f‘"th‘it was (0o level to wash in, and
we just absolutely had no place for waters My mother, \hL walked 1p to this
lule poplar tree—T'd sav about eight inches in diameter-- and_ she. said,
“Charlie, T believe you can cut thiy down "md hew me out 2 log lgo Tun my
warter through sowe can pour it off.” e
I said, "Ah, Mother, T.ean't.” . C
She'd seen one somewheres, of course: “Yeah. Chop it down, sqtnrc it
ofl and leayve the top on and I'll show vou how it's done.””
[c mpped him down, squared him off, and, T just shutui (hoppmcr 1lo‘ng
there- - (hoppmcr with the axe: Chopped u i

et -

-

notch down into 1t—what¢—

thev call 4V Now that's the first one. ] evér saw, and I made it m}’_self.?

Bur sinee Jilmt time, Pve seen hundreds of feet®l thém, : ' e

Now tﬁ’n beating clothes on the m(‘l\" 1t does wear them; but lhém old- i
timers h’id to do something. When we come along, it was mitch I-he"samue_ -
wav, and tlmt s the wav we done thar. -

Boﬂ them. rinse them, beat them vo back dnd rinse. themn again to get the
- wrinkles Sut-of them, and then dry them. Hang them on the fence. ,Cloumc;; o
thev wasn't no wire so they had to hang them on rail fences, hushes, po]es';A
stuff like thart. : o R

Now then, that wasi't just my dad and 1 that had 1o live that way. It
was all of them up and down the Watauga River. And all of ‘them fellers
outside of myv dad owned their furms. "Course the farms was handed down

to them from their own forefathers. N
I don't l\mm whatl ever went with them hmss kettles, Tve no Lnowlt’dg(,

of them going. A part of the folks had a six-foot brass kettle three feet deep.
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It was: hmj[ up \uthjn l\\ dnd ]'[]Udﬂ*—d:\\ onduful Jol”} donc with mud You

nrake a w (Jndczful 101) (1[ that. Old. ])add\ Rr"ndfwof’

' coluxe his datldy Has sick; he'd been shot by a \mkcc——now he had a bl}\—"

foot w a\hpot \nd (,aptdm’ Bcn Beard-had ame which. had’ ~been. h.B_ELd.Cd,;_,

,"mn take red ¢Tav

“down to him. m his d’ldd‘. \IIUIIU back orethe- 1‘0;1(1 1\(’ saw that Sﬁ‘vﬂi:al‘
Umc< u used tor \u LliJ xn the. mun LhLlL and lllLlL s a little ald Ulcl.lll_ll goes .
up the hill there ‘on the, rlght It st thera fo years and vears right at the
edge of that branch. And all the. old- timers that 1 can remcmbcr that had -
them six-foot brass kcttlcs %caldcd their hogs in- them.

“Now then, 1 m going ‘to telf you @ hle about black pot% Iw Elf; a frlmt big
box now, \»h(n the black “pots come’ ‘around. And i in fact, T never thought |
“about where in the devil dld them brass keltIC\ getto until after T started
(this mtcnwu 1. What” hdppcncd to these kettles-—where they went—Tl1

“never Lnon But now- the first black pots my daddy ever had corne from the
Hdg'imcm\ Theyowned a sawnmill up here. And they'd started going broke.
A feller by the name of Moss owned it orwmalh Hagaman bouqht it, but’
ﬁuall\ he went broke on.that place T.h(‘l(: Ancl owed-a lot of money. Finally |
“herfeft there with his three or four boys. ' > heen iold they left here in the
mnht to qct awayv.. Well, naturdlh whien 1h<3\ rr0( ‘away, and them broke,
thdt 1)1tr falm——\emethmg oV er four hunchcd d(lC"S n it Hut it wasn 't worth
ouer ruch of filteen or, mmt\ d@l[az "—~th(1t v\.as taken 'mav from him"
’llGIlQ \«1th what little «tuﬂ" hc had. - . N

\ou I can Icmcmhel ivo items. he hag that i m\ dad took care of f01 him.
One was ane of, these black. pots, and lhele \mx a tub. My daddy saved
1}‘(’m until Iom one-of the hoys;got” sorta qtldlqhttncd out. They never did-
ﬂu this pldce back heré back! There wasn't no use “cause the people had al-
Imci\ topk al} they had. You couldn’t hlame them for not coming back and,
pa\mfr off after all-that they’d, had ‘had been took from them. But Tom
_come }acg tO " visit. ¥ dadd),;md Dadd\ took him out there and showed
hlm \xhat he had $aved for hlm And he looked around and said, “Well,
W hdt crood are thm to me? I can't g,ct thfm home He sard, “You just take
“care'of them.” . - -

‘Now my dad that's how. he got h1\ ﬁlqt h]d(_l\ pot

" We used that pot untl we burned one leg off--—-one leg off and a hole

'\throuﬁh it, Now that sounds like that pot was ruined don’t it? But my

“daddy went to_the l)lacl\smiths shop. and made him a’ piecé of bar to fit

.'down through thue and put a bolt and a little washer on there and t1ght-'

- éned her right up and we've used cthar thing for years dnd years naw with a

] Homemade leg on 1t .

~ Now then; we corne to the SL]IILI I think that my dad had a’skillet when

T first remember, butel'm not-positive of that. All of these folks now that [
knowed atsihat time h'1d a skiliet that vou baked your. breard in. When I was
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a right small“kid T can remember us haking pies in one—what we called
beef pies. Now that was up till T was pretty much grown: I don’t think that
-1 EK’CI‘ had a l)iﬂcuit to eat until after we bought a little farm. We finally,
- after. all that mov mg dround,_got a lxtllc-‘ fdml of Our OWIk., lhen we Iamed

our own wheat. <

=
rpheqe Old mmers..
B TINErs, I

A . . i &

now, staying up a
coundry, good living'in there—— they was fari mq Just hl\e th,e rest of us. They
were eating Cornhread baked in the skillet. All of them dome thaty That’s
g how hard we h‘. éd back then. It was just hdld and. that’s all there-was to 1t

" There was no stores when: I can first remember. The first one L} can
remember was a little store’at Valle Crucis” I was right straight across friorh”
whele Frank Taylor's is now. But he didn’t sel very much. He dldn t have

';.nothmo much. You might say he had the building. You.didn't sell nothmq
“ much theén,’ cause nobody bought nothmg much. Now they didn’t buy coffee
__'and shortemno hack in them days. You know what they used? bplaewood'
tea. And red Q'isc,af[al\ tea. Now that’s what' the\ used. L.never d1d see-any.
f.fcoﬁ"ee till T'was grown. ' ‘ -
‘ “They didn't know what sugar was. Thev used molasses. W hen T ﬁrst'
' Iememhex, they was a lot of maple.trees, and they made lots of. tree: sugar,

~them old-timers did. Now 4 wouldn’t be surprised when they wanted some -
sweetening that thf:\ dldnt use that nmpic sugar, They made a lot of it.

-
i

That’s the first sw Cetemnq that I can ever remember myself was that maple_'
‘ﬂlE{Cﬂ Thent ¢ld sages knowed more tham holh\\ou and me-put together,_;
You got to give them credit for that. 1 wish vou (ould 20 \ntl; me dnd sec't
_some of the stuff that thev worked out! '

I don’t know why it is, but they’s a- ot of people in this counln hf:re—ﬁ
voung people I'm talking about, educated folks——‘-—thdt wants some old? tun(’v.:
stuff. Just a horlcl of them. I fmd s0 much of it that I wasn’t mlmeqted in-
ofd-timey stuff. T never paid much aténtion “[until 1eccnth]'; [M\' wife]
~hourrht what Books T got. 111611 we: oot that Poxﬁ?e and we'd set up there
'and we'd forget ourseh es. Set up there and talk about old times. We'd set”
up and set up and talk thlee hm:rq at a time about old times, and she loved
“to talk about them. And she'gefs a great” “Kick out .of me tel]mcr her about’

‘that old-time Business because I know it. Take mimher one Foxfire there.
I'm telling vou the truth. That was SO much mord for word like I }\nowcdﬁ
every word through thataway. U ntil number two. | for fun I wanted to
“see how much [those: kids had]; missed- thvtruth]":But they didn’t. If you.
putstwo rocks put here togelher vour corldn’t I‘I’ldl\(’; ne r]efn er than that is.
. ?e ‘board mal\mg was-true. The log cahins was fruc so teythfuls Them old .
dint tales and snake lore, T went through all ‘of them. Except I never have -
seen a blacksnake kill a poison snake. I've heard‘thgt---t‘all\ all:mv life. I did
talk to one man in Maryland; and T guess he t'old;-‘me. the‘-t‘f‘ilt{l-.-Hc Jsaia he
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was out in one of then old fiLl(lw,' wid- he went ifito a fine blackberry field.
And they #as so nice and switt he stopped in_thére to eat some berries and
he heard \Ulﬂ([hlﬂ" coming down through the inmh Thut’s the way he
told me now? H( got to Jooking down-to see what it W% and it was a I'att]C'
-~ snake rumning, Jrom a Dlackaiake” And” he said not” lonq after they got
through ghe 1 )lldl\ the hlacksnake caught. the rattlesnake), and he had to
stay fol

at fight- tll it killed it. I never have saw that hdppen but Pve
o he’nd lots of. thern teh they'd do that. ’\nd I l)ehuc there's one or two men
Coin Fmﬁw(’ that said thC\ d scen that ha )pcn I'ni not sure—I never saw that
.happen=—but Flltell you ong thing. We lived near a copperhead den. W
'_?had hundreds of (;appelhmds around. But you take a summer where’ we.
had @ dot off Dlacksnakes and we didn’ tzsee but very little copperheads. Now
that's-a honest fact, But as far as seeing a bidd\:n'li\c kill a poison snake,
T'¥ never done it v

i ?\iow medicine isa late thing. X ou kinow w hat 1+0A ire savy abQut the way
teeth was pulled? That's the truth as straight af’you can go. It's going to
take an olrier man than I ain to show me somethlng in. that «old book. that I
didn't know about. Every thmg s theré that I Know about A lot of them old
'_'rt"medl(\ we used. Let me tell you somcthmg There was eleven chlldren in
our family. I'm the oldest one. A H]ldWlfL took cafe of all of us'but two, We
had no doctor\ and we dbsolutcl\ had_ to depend on the old midwife. That
+ ol midwife would come out here dﬂd wait-on you when you were smk Qr
" having a b,al)\ They was wonderful womern. R &

And thC\ could- alwavs find tea I've heard doctorq 1rque that that tea
~wasn't worth a damn, but in my opinion, them nudwives nine times out of
ten were pretty wéll right with that ted stuff gheyhad. I was raised ‘when
that's all the stuff we ever had. Made the'téa myself, We had no doctors. It
.. was live or die. You got pneumonia. fever hack in them days and tnost of -
o them died. Aut a few old midwives lots of times would pull them through
even with the pneumonia fever. Them old p(‘oplc deser\c a lot of credit for
what they done. The voung doctors, toda\ il they had to get out and do
‘what the others did, they'd.sure enough be up against a stump. '

~ We lack a ot giving the old-timer credit for what he done He done:
pretty doggone well. But one thing that I can't understand : what sort of
home did them peop]e from 'England and Germany have that [made them]
come here to develop this country? Now my ancestors—the head of my
- name—conic from hnglcmd What sort of home was in- England [to make -
them Iea\eJ for this'old rugged country? Two hundred vears ago, and we’
can’t imagine what a wilderness this was. ’\t least I can't, even-if I ‘have
been here elght\ -seven years. It's a mvsterv to me. But another hunéred
~ years from now the‘» i be aomebodv along here wondermg wbat we were
domrr ' X ‘

".=. . 4




TOXFPIRE 4~

Firse old-timers 1@2 come here, - they® ived on game. “They didn't 1',1:1\'(“

wheat and com (md stuff Tike we dottdday, =1 h s what they lived on. I'm.
:ttlhng you, that old man that broke Rhis river -up, he deserves more credit
thar'he ever got. &ona m thc dld\ﬂ%[h:il ever u)me a.hout that's just some-

thmu 19: [hmk fﬂmut I\( )ecn in ]OU houﬂeq In fact, I was tmsed ‘in ong’

Lhat Wwas two stories. Two- -story log houde, ®amd thenrlogs was _]Ll‘\l setting up
thexe just as fine;-and they had- nothmtr elsg ahsoluteh to woxk with but a
pole axe and « broadaxe. “That's a H t\ﬁe\ had, and thev knowéd that was~ 1'1
thevhad. and. then achieved bt houses that thev l)uﬂtﬁ wonderful houses.

—Xnd that's all 111(& had, and- the\ madL zhﬁm - L

- My ‘dad was voad. blak i\sml(h, and T saw ‘him lav a head on 'm a\e I
never $aw hlmunm}\e a broadaxe, hut all them had- homemadt‘ AXES NOW that

dorfe thc \xmk They were all: homemade: -And vou could’ Uund them akes l‘

and whittle them down w here you could shave the hair OH \om legs, and -
how in the dickens. Lhem cld-timers could ever temper-so uood But they
made them up in the country, There was lJldLl\smnhmq They Lept their

work Udincr It might be possible that up n one settltmc,nt thev'd have ona v

or two blacksmiths.

Now when it came to mmncr a housc—old folks ha& to d me this—when.

‘old folks vot ready 1o build a housg f:d new man coming ito the settlement -

or a new man got married jthey'd pltch in there, get all Ihem logs:-eut, and
get all them logs together enough to hmld the house. “Then the\ wquld have

a log roiling and get that house raised ma\l)e“ in one day- I've talked to,

fellers who did them, so [ guess I've got it pretty straight.” I've heard one
man sav thathe helped make o mian-a house out of poplar logs, and he said
he split them, he\ud them out; got every log ready up through the rafters, "
and then fifty men got in there and they laid I that house up in. one dav.
After the logs is split and cut out, there still is a lot of work to do ‘cause you
have to notch them. Them notches was cut wuh a axe, and th'{t wirs partlc—
ular work back then. . . :

And T want to tell you \omethmg that T've had a dozen pcoplc ask me, I’
guess, How did them old-timers get their house lével and square? You know
there was na levels. How would vou get that iov level? Tt's very %1111])]{.‘ TFOW.

Take a bucket of water and set-it on there and stand and looi\ at that water

with vour eve till it got pid([](d“\ the same all amund dﬂd vou had it level
Il work just as good as my f
way they did it - :

And a great'many of them old ]0(r l)Ulldm(rs ‘month of hcré] wils 'a(‘t'u_';.il.ly'
covered with slate. In fact, I covered a harn that | hilillrll}) there, Buil
barn forty feet wide and cighty teet long and (ovq,cd it with the slate tlmt .
- come off the old Aint mill there. You ever read ahdit that old flint mill that' "

was in I\Lu;landf Well, they said the old fint mill was & htlllild_i“(:‘.d vears Qld

r-foot level. Now sube enough tham the_-

LY

-
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wheil tho’»} jtﬁ(_mi\"it dewn. A man that 1 was i king for up there l)ouqht the
sitesroot for admost nething. Twelves Anch wide .md Awo-foot long slates,
and 1t was prfny much: 11(_‘('11!&((‘. And-that slate raof,: now, was held on
with poles. Old-timers called it weight polesssNow: that thmg had stood on
there a hundrvd vears, sorn with weight poles on it: And that man bought
'[, and the reason [ know is that I'm the raan that. pm it back on. Now' that

~ roof mever had a nmail hole m it. 1 cut the.holes myself. First slate’ T ever put,

[ Thes gor dn oid feller’ there Fa leculzu shater-—to come out there and :
-hcm me how to put it on. I he man T worked withr tried to beg him tg’ stay
and help me do the job, hut he woujd‘n t.doit-He showed me- -how to put it
on and then he left T svouldn’t fay that all of them log” b«uﬂqus v.as
»coveredewith slate, but a Ulcdt many of them was. .

Now"they was a great many weight poles used down here in North Caro—

lina. Thars all they had. But these w ctahit poieb held boards on. Had board
2-1oofx tth We never had no slate here. Every FOW “of boards, vou had to

]mye a pole I was o board mand myself. \I\ daddy was a board man. 'Ihe
fnst hoards \«c ever began makiﬂq was {hI(‘L foot houd& And. af that tlmen
they had old {ut nails, \I\ dad and nie tooethel demded it would be best ta
m:dl\e a er\ -inch board, so we cut it to thn ty. I'm the last man that was a
board maku wing in Watduga County. My dagd learned me,. and my dad
was one of the best board makers here,. [ got. ple\t‘hf\ close to him [in skﬂl]
but taking w hite oak I never did get as pood as He was. It ain’t much fun

- making hoards. But vou take white odk or chestnut oak,’ you' can spht a

béard down predy thin. 1 got to where 1 cowld split a half-inch board—
make them alk & half-inch thick. My dad was so good he could take that
and dimide it agatn. \hk( two bhoards out of a-half-inch. But that, of course,

- was just 1o show vou it%ould he done. Youdon't want a quarter- mnh board

fora roof. That's Umrd\ too thin. '

The_ half- m(n&)a'ud really. worked . the hest of m\thlmj vou could have.
*And [hdH‘T}“llI‘\ Sinch lo ong heard worked awful good. Later on they, was a
few got to *nakmq twentv=[our-inch boards. Now that’s not a bad. board.
Make thehr mcmvfour mghca lc)nu and put them on shingle fashion. Board
fdshlof} vou know, vou ](lp it six inches. Shmqlc f%hlon you l’tp two- thirds.
the imwtl of the hoard.- B .

Ihve Rlc*pl under them old board ropofs. I'd just get-tp in’the morning a%m
throw snow offr Clean up the house so vou could get breakfast. P

And « himness - th was several stick and. mud chimneys here. Now
that's a beautiful chinmney. Lay vouwr Jogs up and pack your mud in them,
Th(\" actually had a firc in them, Fhere was enough mud in there so, yau
conld huild \om fire down here and. it went right on. There’ s d glcat many
of them, and I don't know w h\ i ocan't lye done today. '

And lmu k- r—thg first brick that I ever “remember being made i W atauoa
IS
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was made of mud, Ied clay,-They had _:1"111£i(‘.11i11§ .ni;iﬂdc-, they called 1t the
mud machine. ]hrou that red clay in there, and add water in it It kh'ld a-
fopper 100, understand., Had a voke of oxen hitched to it to pull that thing
around and around. They got. thal mud mixed, up and put it down-here in
~square molds. Set it in the sunshme t¢ dry, When that got thoroughly dried” -
then; vou had a-pretty Tair brick, Dut now it didn’t last too may years, 1
sortd believe I have a recollection-of something said ahout a straw brick 160,
iwithostiaw added to the mud for additional strength] And they was a
-0004 many of them homemade biricks used ‘in them old times. I seen a good :

m'm\ of them U\Ed 1 : :
[Later, sawmils heqan o, ptodutc hu] dm0 ’tumﬁer] I can take yopr | back
10 th( ﬁ‘i\t old-time mill there ever was. alound here. jhe ﬁr%t sawm1li ever ©

“put’in bur county was what we called™a sa\h Saw. \\ ent up: ‘md down Now
_\ouw seen bandsaws. A bandsaw qoe,s over a pullev an,d mmes down -
-around another pultey and cuts afwavs gomg d,own A sash saw goes up and
cuts as it goes back down,; l)ut it goes; up and down strajght. Right up and
dcmn straight. ~\nd now then thcv }’l'ld an ovexvshotmhf‘el There was_ noth-{

Orchard ( reek it come down OH the mountain and there must have heen a
space cleared by the. Indians:—a little space in there ahout two acres. That;f_’
was the thickest place of Crabappleq I ever seen and that 8 what glve it the‘_‘
name. S . ) R o
They wasted a uood bit of tlmber at those malls hut umbcr wms ‘mllhom ‘
and. millions of feet."What did thev (,(J.IC’) Go-out 1 in thc moumtains “and cut
"2 poplar down to make xome[hmcr outof. \I’i\be itwas two feet through If.
it didn’t suit them,.go-up and cut anothcz and throw the other out., -
_But that's the first %awmlll that ‘to my. kIaowled-qe was ever in our county
\.\ hen the modern nvlls come out Henr\ Tavlor put him a modem “mill
right by the side of that one. That sash saw was poweied with watér
«though. The water came down in the ﬂumeaand pourf‘d mto the buckets on.
~the overshot wheel. It was: ‘geared up with wooden cogs to pull your logs-
l)a(_l\\\ ards and forw ards, You didn’t pull that. I don’t much behevc they
cut a“log over twelve feet lontf on them, hut “that’s the wav it was. And-'
wood cogs made of hickory. i black walnut And for a drive shaft most of
them tried 1o get red maple. I'd say the first one I ever saw was red maple :
I saw some of oak once. In fact, [my wife's] vtandpd on her mother’s side
had a mill that he run for vears. That was with a turbine wheel. ’]h‘ItS‘
where T first saw the turbine wheel, It had a overshot. tg\hf:(,l ﬁlst \Vcll
when the ume; come and the water wheel give out—thcm old-time wheelq
‘would give out, understand; “they didn't ast a lifetime—somebody came
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‘along with suc-%h and all about this turbine wheel and he recommended it
and told him how it workeddown in there, and"‘qrmfdﬁ?\ put-one in. Now [
£ ;'i‘ see-and know. We

imoved over dhout two miles fmm the mill, and we l’ﬂddL it a practice to go

didn’t see hlm put it in, but I can tell vou whaik

o that mill. " And when me and Walter, my brother, first started packing*
coin over the mountain to it, we took a peck apiece, Hc wits sorta grouchy,
and vou'd think he was a old hellcat till" you got used to him. But he was
friendly. That was just his way. I went up there oné time with some corn
fliter 111\ {urbine wheel had been put in there, and he had overrun the thing -
and he'd got some trash lodged right down in that wheel. And when 1"
W d”\ﬁ‘( lp, there wus omndpa down in there cleaning that wheel out. [ set
‘my hushel down on the floor, walked down there, and 1 qaid “C ould Lhelp
'\ou some cleaning that out?” R
e _Ih«.ud ‘Godamighty ves you (ould '

T edid, “All right, where do you wwnt me to work?”

- He said, #*You s.tand over there right close to the water there and Tl
~and all thlb stufl over to you and you pltch 1L over on the hanL there and

- out, he showed me it was steel and how all 1he water and dH went down.
He took asliking to me quick as I fell down to helpmg him. We got it good
and cleaned out, and he said, ‘Bow Charlie, you stand right there until I .
get thé water turned on and let me sée if it works.” , b

He turned it on and see’ 'd that 1t worked plett\ good and he said, “Come
on, Charlie. That s gonna he gyst “fine.” : . o
We went up tHere and he said, “C haxhc you’'ve been good to help me, .-
I'll grind you as much corn over a lushel as \ou can get back home.” And '
from thut day tdl that old man died, he was a "real friend to me. I could go

- over and tulk to him and he’d be just as nice as you please

Now for payment he’d take, let’s see. There’s ten gallons in.a i)ushel He
took two toll diskesrout of a hushel. That would be a oallon 1f there was~#
just a halfa bushel, he took ohe. If it was a peck, he. didn’t toll*it. T@ere
~was a law for old-timev millers that. you couldn’t toll & peck ERSIL; was: less
than half a bushel, he didn't toll it: All of them. done that way?, '

One time the county here raised wheat. T don’t guess they. raised more
than corn, but when they got to grinding wheat, that was when the farmers™

- were getting pretty well straightened out. First old: thmshmg machine Tsaw
was a wood thrashing machine. : : S

Before that, what little they raised they used a frail [ﬂail,]d on. Thatbs_-
mavhe something ®ou dqn t know."Now they had to have a-place to hold the
grain. They laid the grain down. Some of them laid it flat down on the floor.s

- And thi¥ {rail 'was about, I'd say ten feet long. It was hinged ‘at ore eénd.

S
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You had vour handle hack ‘here, and you come u'p:'with it and““t‘he‘n come
over and down on the wheat with one whomp. The frails was usually a:
hickory withe wrung around and around [t the Jomt] so the end would
flip, Beat the old stack of wheat with that end till ydu got it done. Then take -
‘a cloth and take your wheat up and clean it in thd wind. That’s what they
first done I understand. But later on they got to l)e a.small- hke windmill
that was made with wood and cogs. There was an wold one that set up here.
L don t know w hat ever went with it. But that was c1anked by hand—had a
‘_.'fan in it—and’ vou could-ran a hushel of wheat through that and clean it "
f.plett\ quick. It-had a hopper just like a mill hoppcx You just pour your
~wheat right i and there you go. All of that now was handwork untit the
[hld\h]]‘l‘f machme Then take that-wheat to“the nu[l :

- At one time hefore big miils fome in, they -was h right smart of hammer _
71111115 around North Carolina. étciu have to have, w.ater to flip that [hammer £ >
:.endJ up.and down. But \Ou go to all that expense: to thC water to run - '
".[h:ouoh there to pull it up and down that way, whv not have the wheel? o

1 belieye I'll say this: I seriously doubt if they’s a thing that they can ever.

o write xou aboyt in “the old-timey husiness that’s a(‘tuall' never heen here, ‘
: but-ﬁndmg the man that knows about it . . . Now this old North Carglina’s ~ B

v

CPLATE 4 (harhe on the ramp he built leading from the porch -of - their Lome to
“the myillex on the highwav: Both he anid Etta now have trouble negotiating steps.
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been set up a jong time. A lot of this stuff I'm ltllum yvou ahout tonwht is
way back vonder, and it’s real survival.” ' :

Now they had turning lathes that were w ater- powmcd 100. \VC had ul-
" most. nothmo back in them, da{,,on!\ what was run hy water. 1hev wcmm a
few ‘lathes turned h\ hdnd too—a-hig ten-foot wood wheel hooked to.a

prI]CHC Now L-can't remember too much about that- big wheel, but T can
-remember that grandga run it until--have you heard talk of the ’ ‘40 flood —-

;f‘here in North Carolina? Well, he run it up till then. We had a flood here.
- '_'m '40 that cleaned this whole country out. Water-stood up on the porch
“ within three inches of the floor, and us on a little creek, too. That flood
'Cleaned evervthing-out, now. Took ev er\thmcr

% Now alt of that, stuff come along up to where we hit Foxfire-1 and
: Fo \ﬁre 2, which is J_ust o accurate there's no use to talk about that.

#

i_.."_i_:PaltH - - R 5 L

I the second section of this chapter, we try to cover Charlie’s career as

a builder—a talent he learned not in school (he never went to-college) but

"by experience alone. M’dny of the buildings he built are still used con-.
stantly today,. though few. of the people n his surrouna’mq community.
could point them out to you: Hevdid his work quietly and ihen stepped -
asiile. T'hose buildings he is proudest of he supervzsed durmo WPA days -
but his career spanned more than fifty years.

There are many things that make this couple noteworthy, not*the least of
which i is. the durability of their partnership (ihey've béen married szxty -five
years) and tfzezr large, close=knit. famzl} (they have four children, twelve
“ grandchildren, 'and twentv three great-grandchildien). When they mar-
ried, Charlie was twenty-lwo and Etta was sixteen. They were introduced
by Troy Danner, one 0]" the knife makers featured in this book. I robbed
“the cradle for her,” says Charlie. “That’s kind of a joke, but it’s the truth.
I"did take Ker out ab sixteen. I reckon that” $"the worst mzstake she ever',
-made—-listening to me!” . ' ”

“Equally .amazing is e amount thaf Charlie accomplished despite his
lack of formal schooling; and. mme amazing still i s the fact that he did all -
: of his”finest work. afte;r Eoszng one lep in a logging accident [fifty-five years
ago. He gets arcund on a peg leg made py hand out of a two- by-six.

Etta warned us that if we encoumwd himy he'd brag. We encouraged
hin, and I'm. gladrwe did bemuse their story is one tfzats worth telling.”
And though the pride is there, it is tempered by an almost childlike awe at
what was acmmphxﬁed and a keen sense of. dzsappomtment now that the
kwor,{ is done. As Charlie said, “Smetzmss £ walk around, see buildings thdt.
I put up, and I say, ‘Was I man ehough 2o put that building up,” when I
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goinﬂ o say something to yau that Pee .

know darn well T put it up. m
never satd 1o nobody else. [ fmz*r weni Lo ffie mp as I ve mld you, ‘and been.

where [ fmd fo m!e the bull. b"y s been by
me. Alw a)s heen on the bank when { was in fmub!e b’uz‘ thaifés what Pve  ~
}mc!?o do. And I have wever run onto @ man_that Yould out”me in- buzldm a,
(an eren-on f’fns one leg I have never muf:’x a. man that could do as much
qwork 1 a day as 1 could. vy learned Lo do the ]Ub fast iwhen I had two'f"w;
cdegs, and when ] thought I w m Anfﬁ%d out, got 1o messing around ~wrth_
m1 bmtr’m takin ]obs and be ff(m to work a lm!e and found that I wasn't
Anmm,d ot al uh’ o . . . )

S nd Poe never beenstalled. But I'm gone now. I ain’t no’ good now.
\ ()bodw needs me now ‘cause [ ain’t no good.” '

: Lhat’s not true, € imrhe Your Jamuly needs mu and we need you, be-
cccause the two of mu give all of wha pattern to go by, ana’ a m"y of strong,

clear light 1o re joice over. _
CWe bf’”(!."l by asking Charhe 0 tell us. what sort of edumtton he\h(zd to. "
jne[mw him jor his career in comtrudmn fle began to laugh, and what‘
follows is what hé fold us. R o .

¥ PR . . i
. P

PLATE 5 Charlie and  Tom

Carlron Joaking  at- <the  Cove

Creek School that Charlie built  «
s during WPA days  fsee Plates

J
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Let mé tell you something. There was just a little school. We had_ schapl "~
three months:[out.of the year]. It was h{:pposc‘d*‘to e three months, but

m;qht near heré would be window 1 ight\‘"kno(‘-ked out and they

would haves

, hdt and it would cut the whoolm) down to '1[)0L1t nca -

¢ ever got much of|a -
schoal: But now I didn’t. go 1o school tod riwc h. After T eqt hig enough to
g0, to school, my dad’ used to 'say he would Uv to give us an education. ‘
Now my dad was wrong, but he did the best he could. When he would get
hald up he would come and takeus out of school. So in a way, I got about *
two ‘months m:hoolmg in.a few years. That’s the way it went. ‘

We lived at -Vatle Crucis when the’ Epmcopals come here and started
‘theu school up. They are great folks to try and help you'get an education,
The old fellow that started that talked Daddy into sending his four oldest
f.ch:]dren to ‘that sqhool for seven cents a month. So we went to school a part'
“of a cquple of years there. In fact, to De honest, the pait of -the education
that 1 got, I got it through' the Episcopals. Now I'm not an Episcopal, un-
':derst,,md but I'will give them. credit for what they done for me. Bigger part.
of niy education come through them, but I ain’t got much education. I
~deubt \nth all my expenf’nce that I could pass a- ﬁfth s_{x ddﬁ examlnatlbw
with arlthmetlc . ‘

“So I never got much school, I reatly started hemq a caxpentcr when I 'was
a le My daddv was an old-time carpenter. Oné of the best that’s ever

‘ been and [he] couid do the niost work, but he didii’t Have much educatlon
jeither. 1 reaH\ started in Jmessing w1th his tools and - leammg Catpenter
W oxlx—fhe \a\b six years old."He had a bok of fdlrl\ uood tools, and they-was
kept locked up. He kept the km in his pocket most of the time. Once he was.
building a spring house, and he had about a mile to walk from home to _that.- o
~Job, and he’d get lonesome. He got to taking me with him t0 sorta pass the
tme away. Well)” whcﬂ he got ready to put the roof on, I just couldn’t be-.
have my Hule self; T had to climb that ladder and carry shingles-up fo him.
That's old-timey Shmgleq now. Then that didn’t qat‘bf\ me and I had to get
-up and-help hine. Omn the last—crettmg away up——he d1dn t'want to puf the =
~last scaffold on. He throwed him a two-by-four up and w1th one ﬂhand held'f o
~that and taid the:shingles .with the other, and, I got up thmc and nailed
them—two nails to the shingle. That’ s the first work I can remember.

My f’tlher taught me a litde. He taught me as far as-he could go. We
worked together lots. We were the first ones that ever started putting water "~
pipes to a man’s house. I guess you've read about the Mast Store in the
papers? Now right across the road there is the first house he ever owned, He
come to Vaile Crucis a single man and he married there, Now ﬁmv around.
up the hill there was a good spring-and a litile stream of water running into
.a littlé wood spout He got it there 'md carried his water back to hlS house )

two and a half morths. [t was years and vears before,

A
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3 cwab set-
~and he hasa by-
word. "By, gracious.” He \‘ud "By gracious, 1 had to.go up to the sprmg
and fix | the spout hack] so my wife.could get somie water.”

Hls brothgr-in-law was sitting therc he sorta looked up, “By junkies,
cwell, w h\ deII vou go up there in the. mountdlm at that good QPHI]U way

L up there in thC hO”O\\ d[ (hOx( "\hﬂ.(, p]nu, and p]pe that qp“nu dOW.ﬁ hEI"C
to [hL héuse? Save \m[l\mg, . _ . _. . e

QU,Mru.(\I ast come back one dd\ from dmnel a little b‘it Lu‘e :
ting out on the pouh of his store. He come'walking up-

-‘_‘B\ gracious, do vou mean t]mlj o . - :
i By ]unl\leﬂ of-course | do.” | : - :
~' MW il T belicve Tl run it. down there.” Iumed around 1o’ me. Sald
: *Charlie, how about vou and Walter and vour dad coming down here and
' (huomo the ditch up there and trcttmo it ready? Tl try to get some. piping
tup here from johm()n City LTcnanCC] I believe T LVOU]d buy it and gettlt
;‘."m here.” ‘ : S ' S
. Well, T'come hunu, and told nmv dqd what they w antcd Dad said, * X\ezﬁl
f.xell 'go down there and wc'll put that ditch up thtoucrh ‘there. v It ,1,001\
‘about three davs 10" get an order from Joh11f<oxl (A[V up, hcrc at that time,,
;and hy the: time \u got the ditch dug, the plpmff was in. We 11, now-the ,
Fplqcopal School over thére, they had a h@of water off the top of that -
mounta m, and thev had a pipe wrench - up there. M. Mast borrowed that
one pipe wrench and we put-all that pipe all together with that one plpC
: \«Iemh now. Covered it up;,run it down here in the bara lot—still seventy-
five feet from the kifchen—and set it up.like that. Wéthad nothmg to cut
“pipe with, understand. We took that pipe-—it's really hctrd for me to*helieve
“it could he done, but 1 done it——and took a little hﬂndsa\» file and £l ed
+ aroind that pipe and cut it in two with that little file: 'Then wesstill had to™
l)cnd it \\ ¢ had two of us and-we hent that pipe upsand stuck it stanqu
112ht up th(l(-_ in the barn lo[—-——‘no sink, nothing. Water come’ up thcre Of
: 3‘ course i \\ asi't but a few. dm\ all it 'was muddy “all around it. ’
“Went down to the Store oné dd\ Mr. Mast was about: half mad-—water '
and mud all over him. He said, *‘Charlie, by gracious, I\e just got a
l'mudholc aver there. Juswlool\ over, thelc at what a place’ Ive get: \Aould

vou and W ater, 1f l can hmrqw thcf \Im]on Heuse Lc)@l& come dm« 3¢ here
and change that!™ | : ER '

“Yeah, we'll come do the best we can for #.° a
We went dmxn thuc and we moved that plpC llme had come thdt hc
could IJU\ asink, and so we run that water out th(‘rem--—h(‘ndmg the pipe by
h and now, Llﬂd(l\[dﬂd =and left the runout a’pouring there {into the sink].
“By gracious,how are vOou woulg to get that water away from the house?”

*Gosh, MroMast. T don't know. ’\II I know 1s just d1med ditch and just let
thc water run out down through thuc, :
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Well, thdtvdgin t I‘l]’i[\C it nmch b(ttm ou qt:ll h”ld the same water. runz: < .-
‘ning down’ except )ou had water m lhe knchcn 1NOwW, \(\cm hack down a-

. -n“ .5 R

few dixys thu that, -« 7 = S : - L
“Charlie, 1w ant_that. plpc chanwcd qoh]ewqﬁf The Mmlon says the\ ll
1
loan m&the W renches L : . -, ‘

I said, “All right. \\e can cut ;md tw.:"t t}ﬁt amund We went over -
thf:ze and ﬁv;ed that. Therr that's where: I Stoppetd [wor kmq] with hml / But’
from then on, 1 ev rentually- qot"to where Ficould bm oné pipe wrenqh ‘The ,
first job-that T done after that, T done:it: w1t' -_:'plpc wrench and 2 litfle file.
Djdn’t even know a-hacksaws then. Proi)ahh they was made, qomcwhereq
[but we didn't know. about th@mJ Hut how th'at $ the way L sta
first plumbing. = S RN

After Mr. Mast h'ld water pumped in, it got 1o hc a gréat thquﬁand
‘niow right over thereqn \[rﬂ, Hemon hOll'%C-]S the ﬁISl .lnthroom _and tub

™

—"I axlor put in the Qecond one, and I was, thE helper on 1t thn ot that / )
'Job done {he pfuxnhel in Chawe walied ovcr and- fnld “Chall ' giye

l'd

. helpeer L <, S
I saidd T ain’v crot no use in Jgo};nsou Cm Ivc frot a hqmeg)

ain't interested in going “down there arid hclp vou plum) staved- at

home. 1. d{_‘gint go. And from that [Ume} on ull T° ve_got 9011 @n’t plumb,

off and on I've hecnﬁplumbmg And the‘;e plumherq up hmé that I patron-

ize now, thev're alittle better than me o copper tubing and ¢ ch as that; .

but so far as knowing plumhm they don’t know it a bit %)etter than T l-.now

it because 1 come right on up. T concreted the ﬁr%t spring that was cver

concreted here, and that’s quite a Joh—_lnmormo the water around, ‘make

1drecl

ap here. I - -

vour cement box—it’s a right smart job. I run ohe one time twelve hit
feer. That's a rlght smart distance, but I've done that. -

3md so far as a plumber, it I was able to do my own ptumbmqa mow] T~
wouldn’t let them put in my plumbing for.a dinre. I wouldi't let them have -
a dime because 've never seen a plumher da the wml\ (‘x‘mtlv the way I
want it done. [ have to pdtronize them now. IW had them down here two
or three times in the last five years. ‘When T go in there (they’re Repul)hcan
and I'm a Democrat} 1 go in at. the door and say, “He]lo there. 'Old
Demacrat's in trouble today. You gonna help me) B

4

Thev might near alwavs say, “Why, \Pah WCIP qonnft help you. We
ain’t gonna turn you down.” e

But now the time's come whcn [ can’t do nothnw But I could hoqq My

L

old head ain't so crazv vet that I don'’t know how: the Jol) s-done!

Now.up till I was seventeen;, my dad was the’boss ahsolutely. The way he
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-'Hsaid it was what went. 1 was under him. Next thing T was domg, I was on
my oWl going out here mayhe three miles or five miles. Take (n'nue of a
hou«t and build it with one or two hands. Build it m\bel{ without even a
? b[ueprlm Now we didn’t know blueprints when we fir st‘ started, Those nice’
" big mta]oaue% (ome out w1th all the beautiful” homes—ﬂust pletures. I*O“\‘;
would px(k aut a pieture of a certain house, “T want one-built like this.” NOI N
l)luepxmt of; anything. I hiiilt that house. by looks” just 1dent1c¢11 to the W"I‘) '
the\ wan[ed it. Somehodx d come a}ond “Where's vour bluepnm"

+ L o handl
B R TS HLE\UJ

J‘:i

ey I <1m ays got [ll\t }dt the\ wanted. I'm not a u'uum[ born Carpenter
undmstand They say my fathex was a natuml hom (drpenicr 1 dont
Lno“ 1 don’t thmI\ anvhody's ever natural- bain for any trade. He ma\.‘ he

l)om \H[h a sense of foliowmg in his daddy’s trac kq but he’s got to learn it

: tht way I see it Upull I was seventeen, [ was pld(llut][\' on my own be-
ame m\' fdther couldn’t see the newer ways. And he absolutely (ouldnt
7' ne of his children to téll him anything, and thé time, come that
'-._n'e and him- quit. Then I was on’ my own absolutely mysell, Itfmlght be:
flrm work today, and tomonow it mlfrht be- carpenter work. " ;"

After T went on my own, I spon got to the pomt where I didn't have to
go and ask for a Job They asked me. When 1 was e1ghteen \e’ﬁus old, 1 was
far enough along in the carpenter husmc»\ that I could go out on Imy own
hook and build a house, and-it was considered good. And rc;p‘m work—
“there was, about.six or eight’ women in Nalle Crucis who wou’ldnt let
nobody else do their work hun mie, so 1 didn't_have to go out and 1%1\ for
work at that time.. And then T went to lumcqsee, and made three trips to
Maryland to build’ dairy harns. T wi 1§ my hoss and dorie lhe wmk too*with

3

‘ma\ he one hand * ' B R \

Fl

- Same way here. 1'd Oo out in ‘the mountam@.fqome asked e to bmld a
home In them davs, you'd go gut and stay with thet —hoard - w1th them.

Go out, buikd a house and stay with them till it was done.’ Stay with the
people T was working for. That was customary then. But since: World War
11, there ain’t no such thing as thal, A:man comes and wants you to do him
a day’s work, or build him a houée, and vou jlook, aftér’ your own board.
‘That’s all done away with. But now that’s kindiv the way I worked. And in”
TNOSE Cases, 1h£\ had a hand ire the community: ‘that would be able to help—
not. a carpentcr understand. T hardly. ever had'a carpenter. I'd go"out there
and pick up a lahorer dmbodx that could help me. I done the bossing and .
part of the work, and we hoth went together that way. 1 have never built a_
whole house I myself because youLan't put the rafters up by munelf And

1itsmighty hard to ratse vour fr ame-‘-—onc man, '

And now about the only 100ls T had were a hand qav\, a hand axe, and a
drawing knife. The first few houses, now, I built were not storm-sheeted—



weatherboafded. ‘When, they began storm sheeting, it went up and down at
a forty-five [déqreé ana.le] We cut all that by hand. And-a few jobs that
I've done, now, was old hard wood that was taken from the sawmill. The
“culls that w ouldn t pass for marl\cmwould pass on into subflooring and storm
sheeting, J.I]d 1t all cut’on a forty ﬁ\e and with a hand saw for- the first few
years. S - h . o
And on a l.ot of them bulldmgs Ivc Jput up, that lumber was not sur-:
fdced, and you had w orids nd worlds of “maple and oak to cut'on a fortV .
-_;f" Now let me el VOLI the dIHerence Twelve- inch hoards cut straight |
& st e\actlv a twelve-inch eut. But when you start at a forty-five; it
incteen inches to cut that forty-five. That's the difference in- doing it.
n ‘3bu1l t one or two that I had to put a forty-five on the roof,; which T

ink was f0011b11]1655 Lumber going crossways on the rafters!

5 h"x‘,

y-so. I had to show them what I could do. That’s the way I started. I
st'dxted under the-courthouse. I went over’there and I excavated-under that
Comthouceakone of the hardest jobs tHat you can think of-—to huild a
foundatlon under it. I had sixty-five men. I had forty-seven the. first morn-
mg I went in there. For forty-seven nien, I had ten shovels.” The bos‘sman
came in and said; “Well, here’s vour crew, Chalhe -You got ten shovels
- Can you handle them?” .
I said, “T'll divide them—woxk one man awhlle and work another one -
~ awhile,” ' ' ' I
Now there was men standing rzght,thele hun%n That s the first big ]ob I _
-ever started. And all these hands that came to me to WOIL was what. we

TSo I was a boss on those jobs, but] ‘when that WPA started, 1 had no -

called “certified.” They, had to have a card that come from headquarters ]

showing me that 1 h#d the right to work.them—-all of them. And 1 had to
train theny men to help me.. When I started 011 WPA, I did mot have any-
body but raw laborers and people that needed.a job. Comie in with, overalls
double- -patched and not enough to eat. I had ﬁo take care of them men and
-~ work some too. All these big rock buildings I done with WPA during the .
Deple:.smn were done with- laborers that hadjto have a job. A fellow that
“had a farm, they would hardly ever let him on ’caiise they ﬁguq‘ed he Couldr
*live without it. Let’s say it. waga sigryation jeb. A man ori WPA was hun- .
P
~gry and naked and that’s why kg wds put there. It, was up: ‘to me to take
f.care of thefn. And.it didn’t make A%d&n bit of dﬁerence to‘ them whether
z Frnade him work or not work. I took care of him/ and kept’ H‘lm on the pay-
toll. Tf he was a gobd stout fellow and could wor’f\ pretty well, let him work,
I he wassorta knocked out and not too stout,give him a light job. Let him-
~work awhile and play dround. Now you may wonder how did I do all that,
werkmget these big buildings [put up] with that type of people. Well, 1
had to have a little bit of know-how; and they is nobody-—even you——that is
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50 dumb, that he can’t do something 'for me somewheres. If you've got pa-
tience, you can. take anyhody and train th&yn for something. If he couldn’t
use a plck he could Use a shovel; and if he wasn’t stout enough to do much,
put him-to carryirig water. I got some criticizing along, but it was from
fellows who didn’t know.

. INow the Valle Crucis School is the ﬁrst WDA }ob 1 bossed I'm the man

that built that absolutely with common labor except laying the rocks. Now I
had a few men Jater on that were on the WPA that were good rock then;
but the Gounty hired maost of the rock men because they wanted a good: job.
So that building Standmg over there will be'a monument to my gra\-e when
I'm gone from here. The ﬁrst one I ever p‘ut up on WPA. It's stilla beautl—
ful building.  It’s been there for about forty years now. Mr nggmton
[Foxfire advisor] went. over: thcre to look at that _ and. stood ‘there and
looked at it and "\dld \Lr Hart}ey, I fwzbnt tor- }\new how in the world you
done such a pretty a job as thd_t is,” Well; TQW, 0N Lhat job 4 had good rock
men. 2 o
| 1hen I built a big rock buﬂqu at Beone And Blowing: Rock has a blg
Pock, gymrasiunt that 1. built Fm: pr@ud of all of them, but the Cove -Creek
School is myv pride. That's the last one I built. You've been there and seen-
It That’s:worth béing mtere%ted in, 1 thml\ more of that ]ob than any I've
ever done, but'1 had:men there thdt was hungr) ‘

‘During World Wart I1, T was riding to town with two men. Driver
slapped the one in thé middle to wake him up. Said, “\’Vakc up. I've got’
3\onlethmg hned up here 1 want to show you in a few minutes.’
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”v‘\ ell, IT-was wondeunq whatf‘he was gomg to show that man. Got - up, !
'sald ‘Look over there: You see that rock bulldmg? " o
“Why sure.’ 5 » - _ ‘ S ;

Said, ° Dun t you thm}\ that’s Som{:thmg fine?” B a e

“He answieted hinn, said, “That s'the finest, thing T ever seen.” o

Reac “over and slapped me orf*that old wooden Jeg, savs“ “\Ilster dont e
')ou I:hmk that's 2 nice-building over there5 R ' :

1 Sald MN aturallv r d think it wassa nice buﬁdmg; I'm the man that bullt
'xt.”-“' ; - ? R :

He Jooked &t it ’md 1ooked stlzught back at me, Says “I dont give a
damn whabuilt it. "That's the prettiest thing I ever saw.” a

" That' ~was a great surprise to them that I was the, lltt]e OId pe;ﬁeggcd
fellow that huilt it. I wonder lots. of times, “Did I *do this??*But ther¢’s the
building to show. T guess I could pick out as hundred hmldmgs arouna
Boone that [ was the boss on. But Cove Qreek“ is my pride. {The l)ulldmg
tool\ two years to build. The alc hltect wids Mr.:C oche whose ofﬁceq were in
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PLATE 8 Charlie- uatcheq w1th i smlle as studenti \\hn attend his Cove Creek-
School race b\ on their way to recess. S '

e

Lenoir, \orth (alo ina. Charlie was the superusox and was over 106 men
for mo&t of the ume the 1)L111dmgT was under constructien.. Workmg with
‘him Yés an assistant superintendent, three bmldmg foremen and a fourth
{fareman at, the rock quarry., i
The walls of the huilding are twelve 1r1cht:s thick. The mﬂde studding is
all two-by-six hemIGCR, -and the floor joists are two- bv tweive hemlock.
lhere are wood Hocrs and plaster walls. All the concrcte pleces were precast
at the site. : - : . J
Tyt Federal Government: p.ald for the major ldbOI“ except for the three
140ns bxothers—Leﬂle Clarence, and Farl—who were the mam rock men
and. were paid by the C@unt\, The County ‘also - pald for the. materials,
Three other rock men, Ben Brfm ér, Guy Carlton, and Willard. Watson were
paid by WPA ] i

So 1 dldnt hmc much edumtlon hut i foolcd the public and a lot of

fellows I'm rromcr to tell yvou one. ‘I hat Cove Crccl\ School that 1 bossed—L :

‘went w alkmg aloumi w1th a fellow who was the cthecker. That’s the man

<

ey
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'atchincr to see that nothing was stolen. And he was with the engineers and
“he knew well and good who was running that joby up there. He knew that I

was buying all that material which was [the engmeers job]. The engineers :

there should have madgéreverv one of them bills, but’ they did not do it. I

‘Hnde all the bills and everything. And so I'm awalking around one ‘morn-

ng checkmg my-building and my men, and he was alwavs kidding,.and he
said, “Charlie, where did you go to college at?” C

Isaid, “Good God, man, I ain’t never been.inside of a colleffe

~And he turned around and said, “Don’t be telling me a darn lie.”

.-him.

1 said, “I am telhng you the truth,” and I like to have never convmced '

He said, :'I want you to tell me how in the world—I know you are mak--
'mg the bills for this job—how in the world are you carrving thls job if you-

never went to colif:gtip : .
- Tsaid, “T got mine the hard way.” And 1T did. I gbt mine throhgh expc‘-

~ rience, I went to the top. At one time, [ was the hlghest paid carpenter in - |
'_-‘the Gounty. At one time, I had as much as‘three calls a week. Right there is

'the woman setting there [his wife, Etta] that can tell you that.
_ Now let me tell you something, We were supposed” to work twenty- (-:1ght
days a month. Twenty-eight -days is asworking month. T took that Valle

Crucis School: T quarried the rocks out, hauled them in, done the ditches, .

_built_that schook: ap to the foundation-—basement and all—at fifty-six dol-
lars a month. Now vou study about that. What was I getting a day? 1 was
pretty near working on starvation wages too wasn’t I? Finally the big white-
collar man come.in. “What are you getting?”’ - '

And T said, “Fifty-six dollars.” |

*Chicken feed.” And he walked off.

" The next chéck come in and 1t 'was seventy doliars In a few more weeks,

eighty dollars. By the time I got that building done, ‘T was up at a hundred

-dollars a month. And when I got through with that building, the WPA "~
white collars began to say, “Well, we got a man up there that knows what’
_he’s doing.” And when 1 finished the Cove Creek job, I had the white col--

‘lars coming t6 me asking me, “How we gonna work this? What we gonnsf
-do?” That’s the way I've come up.

ETTA: You're braggmg now, Charlie. :
CHARLIE: Thar's what I told you I was going to brag some! Even on de-

P .

fense jobs w hen I was the little boss—the third man down, the one that al-

- ways gets the beating and. all the-dirty work--they’d come around,
“Charlie, how we going to do this? How we going to do that?”” And me fool
enough to tell them how and let them get the credit for i You ought to
know what I mean. If you dom’t know, I ca@g tell you: On all’jobs any-
N A
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where, whenever vou get to the -point that you can go into any offices
around and be the best secretary there is there, there’ll be a. white collar ap-
pear over you telling you What to do. That’s the way it’ll be when you get

" there, now.

" But I guess ['d be safe to say Tve built twelve or fifteen huridred houses

in my fifty vears [as a carpenter] And I always loved the work. Nowadays,
right now, they're storm sheeting with plyweod, and some of them put only

: four foot picces té each corner. Well, I 'don’t know but that’s all right, but it

“certainly ain’t as stout as what I had to build. I never had plywood to sheet

‘the side with. It wouldn't be quite as stout, but I guess it wofld hold if it

were put on right. Now, plywood, you' “don’t want to make jist a straight
joint. Now that’s what a lot of them do. Say you put in two sheets right
“over.cach other It’s quick, and I reckon it'll hold. It’s a lot quicker done.

It lI be ail rmht till one or two of them blows away. Then }ou lE ﬁnd out

-'_.OI’IC wa} or the other!

R

-ETTA: No, no, that's not t true’ — ”

Bark when wu were makmg ﬁfty-szx dollars a month what was Etta

CH %RLIE She was at horne lookmg after the - farmly She ha.s never
worked awav from home. She stays at home and has been a real’ ‘wife and
bossed the family, and we've got four wonderful Lhﬂdren——but she’s the one
that made them, not me. ' ' ‘

CHARLIE I've worked away from home Sent the money when I had
some. She sta\ ed in those old rough mountams steeper than anythmg She

“worked up there till her heart knocked her out..She’s been there many a day

and worked

Do you feel thaf a wzfe should xta} at home and mork;’

CHARLIE [laughmg] I dont much want to' answer that because I've

‘been an-old, fogey myself. I'd love to Just turn everything entirely different.

from what I done it-then. If I could. go back, I'd be an entirely different

“boy and a man from what I've ever been. T believe I'd change two or three

~ things. One way I'd love to change woqld to be more frlendly and polite.
~ My back life has been an old crabby hfe most]y If 1 could go back, I

wouldn’t want.that at all. I'd want it ent1re1x different. That’s about all the

- way I know to answer that.

- ETTA: T'd just wish to l\eep good hellth I suppose so I could work. If T

was young back again, I'd like to go into nurse’s training. I love that work.
I took some; but I'd love to be able to work .at that now, but my health

- wom't permit it. Back then my children were small and 1 couldn’t leave
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them. and do “hqt I v\anted to do beaause I felt my duty was to my chil-
dren. '

CHARLIE There two sides to look at. thn I was raising a farmly, the
truth is ‘there wasn’t too much ‘else for the women 10 do [away . from the -
Home]. Back then, we considered’ the woman's place at homie tending
to the babies—taking care of them. And she didn’t only take care of the
babies—she went out in the mountains and worked. I'd %end money when I
- had some, and she done the best she could. ' :

'-ETTA I dzd the farmmg, in otherwords. -~ . e

CHARLIE: And that’s why I call her the boss - [hughmg lgam] She

bossed so much she still can’t help but boss a little! .

K 1 TA: We had a'twenty-six-acre farm. I'm still alittle bit fogey now that
aw oman should. be at homc with her kids. But the way times has got hwng
“1s so high I don't sec much chance only to let the wife work when she can.
Sometimes the wife can get a job when the husi)and can't. I think after the
~children leave home, it's all right for. the wife to get a job, but I'd. rathcr be
~at home to-see that-my-children-are-taken care-of up till they Can go ‘to .
school. _ . ‘ o
CHARTLIE: Mothers are *vi.'o11-\i1igr today letting théir kids be tarried and‘ '
tended to almost any way and sort of drug up by the hau: of their heads.
-LThclt $ thc [mqej for a lot of this deuimcnt - '3 S e

ETTA: 1'd like to see some of this here crime and racket done ¢ away w1th
There's getting to be too much of it. Now that’s one thing that I would love: .
to sce changed. 1’1l tell you one thing, and I'm going to be frank with you.,
I've thouqht this ever since the ée(ond 1World War The mothcrs went to N

and takmq care of thc chlldren Of course, [the country] nceded some help,
and everybady pitched in and helped all they could during the War. *Course;
that's Somethmg ithatwyou kids don’t know nothing about. Well, it left the -
children’ by theirsely e< I think they just didn't have enough disgipline in«
other words, and they felt they weren’t taken care of like they should have
been. Now I'd love to sée more mothers stay at home. I think it could be
managed. I stavedvat home and raised my. children, and I know I had a.
Hard' ime, but T'd rather do ‘with less and know that my children were
taken care of propcrl\ than left in anybody else’s hands and JUS‘t left to take
care of theirselves. Do vou understand me? Now you're going to have to
work as best you can and try to improy;e things. Now I may be wrong in
~ what I think and what other people thinks, but I think that vour children .
comes first unless vou absolutely have to get out and work for a living.
[Of course, the lessons parents try to teach kids now arcnt S0 dlfferent
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well now. \[\ patents; and so dld h!x _Alwa\\ tdught us-to be honest ”md
truihtul abont everytlnng, and 1 suppose "hiost’ pdantS do now. At least I
did to my children, and T know parents that do ‘teich their chil dren “that..
now. And I think fricndship-and kindness-¢ ‘goes "4 Totig " ways. Ttell your glrl%
I was reading the other ‘night on that, and on if you spoke kind words to
somehody, why, how it helped them miore, so to speak, even if you didn’t
_Lhke them. \Ia\l)e it mude them feel het/tel if you spoke to thern kindly."And
it made vou feel better, T think it does! Try to be kind to anybody, even if
“they don’t dppreciate it or nothmcr ahout it, because you'll feel better about,
it vourself. S Al

from what.theyiwere back: then.They just"don’t secm 1o h‘

And we taught our children to be honest and to he truthful. That it
didn’t pay in the long run not to be truthful. }GTha;f usually it was caught up.
Swith and it went against them. And ‘motherﬂ hi_h}g) that I stressed on my
~children was to never, never when they went ‘tor sehool to come home with
ot dlt]l!l{{ tales of what the other students done or anything. I wouldn’t allow - "

1t-at all. I'd punbh them if they dld And they undnrstood I would punish
-them-if they did. [Charlie] was away at work—mavb¢ in Maryland or
in Durham or Asheville—and T bad to look-after them, and 1 just simply
told them that 1 wduldn’t allow it, because it didn't concern me and it

didn’tconcern them; They did wrong to come in home with great big tales’
about how they got punished at school thinking I'd take up for them, be-

cause [ knew 'the tf'acher wouldn't h'we punished them-if they hadn’t done
Wrong. '

And another rule 1 laid down up till they was sixteen or eighteen years
old Was tha* if they wasn’t back by a Lf‘ltdlﬂ time when they went out at
the‘, were sixteell, the\ had to-be in l)\ g: 30, and not later either. I guess |
was a little 100 strict on them. T 31w1\c tried to be kind to them, and under~
standing, but I had certain hours for them to get in.

[Now T didn’t force things on them like religion, though.] My parents -
didn’t force it on us to go to church, but they took us to church. I know we
never rmissed chuich, but we went willingly-Because we liked to go with
them. T don’t think anything qhould be forced on anybody because in time

thev-will get tired “of it-and rebel dgainst it V\ hen T was raising my own

“children, we took them to Chur( h and ihey never rebelled against it. They
never said anything against it. Bug T didn’t push it on them. They just natu-
rally went. '

CHARLIE: T don't think that it’s a good idea to force a kid or a man or a
woman o do certain things. In fact, we had one college teacher over here

that expressed it to me once in a way that suited me: if a [student} is not
[ ¢ t
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interested en0uoh in gettmg an educatlon turn h1m loose Let h1m do as he o

.. absolutely pleases. If he don’t want an education, det h1m é,o Don t force o

~ him, I still feel like he did. : ' o
And I don't think religion should be forced on mvl)odv bécause that is "

the main thing that caused them to leave the old country on account of they.

could-be free here. Now we have a tendency—you and Irand her and all of

'us—to feel the church you belong to, that’s all the church there is. We have

.a tendency to feel that way, but it's the wrong kdea. Let me tell vou some-

thing that is really funny to_me now. My daddy and n '

Democrats and Baptists, They -rﬁaised me with the idea that nobody WEnt to

‘heaven but a Democrat or a Baptist, That’s how strong 1 was raised: But

“now I'm a Methodist and she is a-Methodist. Now when [ got up and got

out in the world, I had to throw 4ll' of that away. Now you just remember

this: T don’t believe there is any kind of religious organization that tries to

- be good but what there’s good:“peoplé in it, be it a Catholic, Methodist,

Presb\ terian; or whatever. You'll ind good men and good women in all of

them. So.I think it should be on.his own hook. When she joined the Meth-

OdlSt church I went with her. Now I dont ‘believe in hemg a Democrat

PLATE § Charlie remembered meeting Tedra Harmon when he was working on the
church in Tedra’s community. When he found we were going to visit Tedra to sce
some of the knives he made- (see knife-making chaprer in this book), Charlie asked if
he could come along. We welcomed him, and had one of the best interviews of the |
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todm .md [01’11011"DW a Repubhcan and I don't beheve n bemg a Method-

1 think we'd hme a regular war rlght between us. I don t beheveam for(:mCr
Tor anvthing. : . : 5 7 ‘ _‘_h{
[And that's the way we raised our children, Now we've criticized the
_voung people-today some. Ihinking -about it; though; and about all’ you all
have to deal with], 1 ]ust don’t know but what the younger generation is
doing a pretty good job of it. We have a lot of jack-leg preachers that get
up-—what 1 mean by jack-léeg is ones that’s just about ready to start out.
 They've got to eriticizing that all the kids are going to the bow-wows and - —
they're gaing to the devil and all such stuff as that, Now according to the-
number ‘of bad ones] we had when I was a boy, you could almost pick out
the worst gung [of young people] we've got now and if ‘would be a credit to
us clder ones. I'd just like to see 1t keep on like 1t is and keep gettmg a little
_.better. o '

ETTA: I think the young people are ﬁue now. I thmk they re more sincere.
~ Thav's what [ think aboutit._ S —

CHARLIE: I'm of the opinion that the younger generation’s got just as
much sense as us old fellers had..

ETTA: More. R .
CH ARLIE: That s what I feel about 1t. Qourse ev eryone has thelr faults

3.

%ﬂr@ﬂ%ﬂﬂeﬁﬂg, ~ g niother man had his. Pract actleallx all peOple has got a
fault. T've got one. You've got one. But people can overcome their faults. 1
think Ettd will agree with me in that I’ve done away with a lot of my faults. «
I've always been a high-strung fellow, and the truth is, in the community 1
‘was raised in, that made a difference: They was always hard on us. When-
ever they got too tough with me, I tould back-cuss just as big as they could.

- 1'd go right back on it. That's the faults T had. 1 sort of broke myself of
that, WPA days had a great deal to do with it. But these big construction
jobs that I had to go on— (I say I had to go'on them I reckon I did. T had
to go somewheres to get a job.) 1 learned a great deal there. T learned that
il vou had a lot of men, more than yqu had jobs for, keep them moving, just
Lcep them moving around, and there was no fuss about it. I don’t

“remember on the defense jobs—I never fired a man. I had the authority to
part of the time when T was a foreman but I never fired a man on all them
big Jobs when I had hundreds of men scattered over the area. | was on the E
defense job out in the open for four vears and then I went into the factory.

I got along with all of them and mosily quit the cussing. [Etta] I think will
agrec with me—a lot of the faults that T had when T was young are not
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' thcre now; mavbe some new on'é%'"_fhough It might be ‘somethin"q' Wors&‘“*l '

vou Could overcome it.

ETTA: Like my granddaughter said the other night. ‘She thought an_ac-
quaintance of ours felt that the other side had all the fauits and they stuck
out like a sore thumb, but that person has faults that were¢ just as bad, or.
- warse, but they didn’t see them. They sec them.in the other person. You
havg to realize your faults before you can get rid of them, '

CHARLIE: People now are-quite different than what they used to bc Ina
way, some are better and some are worse. Young people are just about. like
they used to be when I grew up ’cept they’'re more frank about things, 1
think, T think the average-run voung people are fine now. At least [ hope
“they are and I know some fine voung people and I'm proud of them. We
- didn’t have too many people when we was being raised up. We've got thou-
- gands and thousands now where we didn't have a hundred then. But the
~ younger generation in most ways is far different than when I was coming

o up. The boys and girls (we'll put it that way; because you've got to be a boy

~first or a girl first}, they are more Gutspoken; they are more plain. In other
“owords, if you do something that we thought back then was wrong, it’s open.
; -But back wéien I was coming up, the young folks and the old folks, too, was
- -the same way. They was more sneaky then than the generation is now. %ou
can go along out here with a crowd of girls and boys, and they get into
something that they oughtn’t to but you could line them all up and ask,
“How.many was into.that?” and there wouldn't be a one of theém that
would lie. ‘There might be some of them that would keep their mouth shut

until they had to ralk, but they're praying. You ain’t ‘going out here, and do

scmething that you oughtn’t to, be qneakmg about it. You own up to it. In

fact, you want to try to be plain spoken and do just what you think’s right.”

You might do something wrong, but vou don't do it intentionally. But now,
when I was agrowing up, us boys {and our fathérs and mothers were just as
Qneakmq as we was) was more sneaking than they are now. But back them

days, you dldnt know' when you got the truth. If qomethmg come up -
WIong, you ;ust didn’t know when you got the truth, I thmk there’s a-
difference, Now' we have the drugsnthat s the gréatest fight we've got now.-

“But so far as otherwise, vou young folks is a credit to- us old sages back
there. But now vou can’t get nobody else to tell you that—“Oh, I didn’t do
~ that back then.” They were meaner than I was, It’s not been too many
~years since the. preachers .ngid_gct_up, “All the young folks are golng to the
‘how-wows,” going to the ‘how-wows.”’
EIT At In other words, going to the dogs.
CHARLIE: I heared that when I wasn't six years old. f—\nd vou still hear it




- H . -

i

e e
¢

vetdrom sonic of the pleachers Maybe I e\pect 100 mmh Maybe we're not
giving the young folks a ch‘mcc

IWhat is j'nur most 'r.r!zmbfe ﬁmse’mm] 2

Mrs, Hartley] is the rhost valuable thing of anything in my whole married

»

ETTA: Ch'udfe’ vou consider vour children valuable. I do.

='fn’ to tell me th'xt

15 there something vou could have done without in your lifetime?
g3 oiLh yo :

some other way.

| f’M hen we fir st started out, me and her, there was a part of the time when
»fe_had to make it without much money and part of the tlme&wuhout any,
ut now listen, there would be people we'd work for who copldnt pay you
-_the nlorlewwthe\ d give an order to. the store. We made it that way. I'm

backbone but thé Bible says it’s the root of all evil and it is. Money enough
would hire vou somebody to go out here and burn your house down; go out
here and shoot vou. Enough money, I mean. So moncy zs the root of all evil
and vet we've got to have it. Can’t hve without it. ,

-

—now not {only] my daddy, T'm atcxlkmg about all the people. They were
so hard up for a littie money that they would even save the penmes Put
them back in a certain- place to.pay taxes with. Now that’s how scarce and
How hard money was. I said folks my father's age, but also for a while after
me and Etta was married, we practically had to save the money and if we
had something on the farm we could sell, sell that, or if I could get a day’s

store- {there’s nohody takes them anymore) at that time, they was always

other words, if vou took an order to the store for a dollar, you got about
seventy-five or eighty cents in goods for that order. If you go in with.a dol-

K

~y
¢
!
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- CHARLIE: You want me to answer that horest? Right there [pointing to

- HARLIE I didn’t have you, how would I'manage. the chl dren? Doy’ t_ -

(’H %R;L-H: : 1 could have done without everything but her, if I'd had to: In
-“fact, therelve been, times I've had to do without. For instance, you take
- money —there’s a gyeag many times I had todd w ithout money and work it

" twick or three times old as you. The) s no family, no ofte human bemg, I
dg)n t think, on this earth: that can live without some money-——money is the-

Now; I lived for yvears with orders for the store and go and buy stuﬁ with -
' ordf;rs but suppose when taxes paying come, then you had to have money.
I Cdn remember when the old people were so hard up—such a little money -

work and take an order at the store, I had to do it. But your orders to the

cheated and [the storeowner] took enough off of it where you was hurt. In

lar in money, they lay the stuff out and ybu could say, “Well, I ain’t gonna -,
give you that much. I've got the money to pay for it.” They couldn’t stick
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you then because you had the'_mon.ey in your pocket and you could do like-
the little boy told his mother, “Do as you damn please then.” '
SETTA: Well, when we lived on a farm, we raised ev erythmg and he

- worked away. 1 raised chickens and had a (,OW sometimes. Two cows, and '

hogs and things like that. We raised pracncall everything we ate. We.
raised chickens and I had enough eggs to’ sell’ aitd buy a lot of groceries
with. That’s the way we lived over there Quring ‘the Depression. We were
some of the o‘niy people that didn’t go on relief on account of {well, there
were several in our neighborhood thaf didn’t) I sold enough eggs and but-
-ter to.buy a big part of our groceries and then I raised a largé garden and
“done all our canning and we had-chickens to. kill and sell if we needed. to. I "
raised chickens to sell, so.we made a pretty good 11v1ng on the farm over -

there even if it-was a little rough farming. We raised crops. Had corn and - .

things like that. Of course, we had to buy flour and sugar and coge and all’
~ our groceries with the money we got from eggs and chickens, Aftethe chil-
‘dren got older, they helped me with the work. They would go-to schoo} and
+then come honie and help me. :

| - CHARLIE 'lhevd come "home from school and usually they’d have to
have a snack; the kids were always starving to death when they’d come
home from school. Get a little snack and then they’d have to get out.and
hdp mothfn work, Some of them would feed the chickens and some the
hogs. ~ ' ‘ -

ETTA: I'd usuallv do-the mllkmg

CHARLIE : She was usually home with the kids and I was off somewherec;
especially after I lost my leg. I was up somewhere where I could get a
money job and she was at home-being the boss. She made it a rule and I -
don’t suppose that she ever refused them a snack when they come home.
Then they got out and worked a little unless something else happened.

ETTA: They helped in the garden, and if the school work was finished, -
they helped with the canning. We canned six to eight hundred cans, some-
times quarters and sometimes half-galloris, of food. It took all that food for
four childrén going to school. It had to do-all winter till it come spring and
“garden time again. I-enjoyed it and I sometimes think that was the best liv- -
ing. I was well enough to work and T didn’t have to, buy everything like we
do now, -

CHARLIE: Now you see a lot of d:vorces Well, T don’t tike it. It's hard to
explain. I think that in some cases probably it’s all right, but the average I
think that on each side they should come to an understanding about things,
and then they wouldn’t be so‘many divorces. I'll be honest with you. I abso-
lutely hate divorcing, but we've got two kids that’s divorced. But if you
can’t get along together without trouble, then that’s the only-thing you can
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do. I dont behe\e n it; 1)ut there’s a lot of it being done Therc’s a lot
of divorces and I know of a great many cases where there’s been marriage
and divorce, and both sides afterwards got along just fine and made a go@d

livi mcr So. ] guess may be ther&s a httie al’ fogeyness there ifi me.

I ou've been married for szxm -5iX years rlz.’ some people would ﬁnd that
zmpombie How have you made it? s

ER

B ITi\ Remember in thls time that 1t hasn t been all smooth salling. Oh

d]%’lffl eements out. - G

‘ CH ARLIE: W h'xt in thf: devil is the trouble with these folks when they
raise a family and grandchildren [and then part]? Whatever-in the devil -

would be wrong with -me and Etta if we were to divorce today at this old
- aoc’ If we could live together and raise a family, what’s got wrong with us

in our old age? That's a question I ‘can’t see thrOugh Now I think it’s the -

most foolish thing to happen To think about living together, ralsmg a fam-
~ily, after the family’s gone, then have to get a divorce and start out huntlng

~another man and another woman, but we have that happen. Is so- ~and-so a

Tittle crazy or qometthQ That’s the only thing I can figure . about it. HIS
- mind must have went OP.E or his woman one. But you can’t—no ‘One person
can run the world, Not even the Pres;dent can run it by ‘himself: And sull
you can't-put two Presidents in ‘cause you can’ take where you put. two

bosses on'the same job and look what’ll happen. Ive even tried’ that. Two -

bosses can’t run a job; two basses can ‘t-run-the Pre51dency T
CETT »\ Two JO'SS@&, can’t rur-a marriage.

"CH: ‘&RLH:, I guess'it’s not hardly fair. for'a feIlow hke me to—m'lybe it
“ain’t fair for me t6 be 2 '1taTlsPung about it, because I went through all®of it ex- .

cept the divorce business. ‘Ne Ve never even studied about a divorce., We've

had a spat a time or two [Both he and Mrs. Hartley laugh] Quarrcled-a
little, but T guess, 1 don’t believe that we've: ever had a quarrel that more
than six or EIEht words passed but what one or the other cooled down. 1
have never %]dpped Her through madness. She has never slapped me., When
we was voung, we plaved together slapping one another But.she said if I
- was to ever hit Her, she’d kill ‘me. [Laughter.]" And I whas crazy enoug.h ‘to
believe her. B A o

ks

" there’s never been a couple yet that d1dn t disagree, but you can’ work these

ETTA: You'd have to knock me cold and then you'd better be out51de

when | come to. S
CHARLIE: But it has never been a time mé ‘and her has felt likc' fighting.
We've scoided one another and 1 doubt if there’s anvbody that’s ever lived
sixty-six vears together but what's had a few crosy words.. '

ETTA: We've talked things ov er. ’

%

-
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CH. \lRLIF I believe Il tell vou the worst sprlt——thc worst feelings I\c
ever had with her. The worst spul wé ever hdd—dlmnq the WPA days. |
was so miscrabte haldup but I had got money cnough and got ahead
citough till Tswas able to Duy-acar. I had a ﬁ(md 39 car’ [OUI son] was the .
restless type and you.can tell Im restless, éven and me crippled up——-I'm
never still. | He? ]ust absolutd) could not be xull at homc

ETTA: That's our \ouncrest son.

_CHARLIL‘L Part of that tlmc I took care of Fita in the ‘davtime and at
night he wanted the car to go acourtin’ or somewheres. Well, T felt like I
'wa..s“to'o hardup to let him go out and burn gas, 1311t he couldn’t sce it‘that?l
way. Well, one morning 1 got up and I said, “FEtta, don’t let {our son] have
the car tonight to run around and burn gas.” .

When 1 come in, the cat was gone. I said, }tta vou-let the boy take the
car and go off.” ‘ : K

She said, “Charlie, he btgqed 0 pm{ul that T just den t have the nerve
“to tell him he couldn’t have it e
' [Laughter.] I let mvself fly off five of «.1\ words sorta scolding. In a little
blt I'missed Etta and her mothcr was therc smth me, too. I said to Granny,
“Where did Etta get to?”

- She savs, “T don’t know. bhe wcnt out: tTlf: dom T believe she went up to
the old toilet.” \\ y o

I.said, “Go up. there and tell her to come to the house.” Like T 'Coul-cln’t
of went myself. She went up there and come back and savs, “She won't
come,” e e ' _’ e AR

“Then I realized, it was m¥v time to go, |Laughter.] 1 walked up there.

* She was settin’ there acrvin’ so hadly hurt. And I was iu%t about as bad as
she was, but T hadn’t known it. I said, “Darlin’, come on and 1ct s go to.the
house. You’ I td]xf’ pncumonn fever and die.”

She said, “ I hurt so bad, 1 don't give a dern if [ do take it and.die.”

I put my arms around her and hugged her up and petted her and said,

“Come on. We'll not fuss dE)OUL an old car. The damned old car ain’t worth

what I've diredd\ done to hurt your feehnqs Come on; let’s go to the
house.” I think that’s about the worst one we ever had. ['ve never QlﬂCC“thdt
told her not to let the bov have the-car. : ' .

_Now that's the way I look at it dnd you kids, when you get ma;rled you
can Jook at it that way. A little ol car—you ¢an buy \enother car. But you
hurt your wife's feelings—you’ll never get over that, She’ll never get over it
and I'll never get over it ‘Cause T was so dirty tg scold her. 'l always’
remember that. Now we've' scolded one another—one or.two words—since,
but we've néver had that big a sc mp Now vou see how*it' goes? And we're
still here together, .
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Before concluding the interview, we asked Cf/mrh? and Etta if they would.
talk to us briefly about what they saw /mppf’nn.'géwlth ](ma’ in the moun-
tains, prices, and so on. ;: I N

&
i

CHARLIE: [ can remember \\hcn Iand was ﬁ\c cepts an acre. Thdtb:u
nothm(r But on the other hand, what was that Iand wdrth? There was four
hundred acres in the old ¥oss farm, and 1t sold to orte man for an old-
timey Ward rifle and a hound dog. And he waxn 't as hlq a fool as you might
think. He didn’t have nothing to do with, so he couldn’t live.off that land.
But he could take the rlﬂL and dotT '1long dnd Lu!l game & 'md have stuff to"
live on. ‘ ‘ : . c s
Now, of course, land 1s worth money, and \ou d have to pay a thous'md
dollars for a hitde lot around here. Now it's qomm for summer homes. nght
~up there's a beautifut hill cut out for a man’s hom(‘ T hated toan‘C thdt hill
tore up, but that man hought it zmd paid for 1t and the law is vou can do as .
~you please with it. W hen we moved here, there was three or four homes -
""_-hcrc Now it's covered up I bet we got a nnlhon ,peopie where we, had
fifteen or sixteen then. . : e ’
And we're throwing monev away fa%t as we gct it. T know whcre there’s a
brick house a man built where he w ent hroke” hullqu it. It cost too much.
That house went into the hands of the ones that putithe money up. Some-
bod\ else is living there now, and thev're trying tg sell it for sixty thousand =
dollars. In mv day, I expect I could have built it for ten thousand. But now =
ali, the stufl is so high. Now I wouldn't knlow how to figure out a- )ul[dmg
‘ ,,todax to. tell vou the cost. \[one\ COMTESTh And some. pcople go crazy.

ETIA: T don't approve of these here dcxclopers taking a lot of these
mopntam\ and hills and just bulldozing them oﬁ L.don’t approve-of that. I .
thml\ thevire ruining a lot of places from what God intended them to
be. "You take for instance as you go toward Blowing Rock, they have. byl *
dozed that hill off and that’s an ugly.sight. Oh, s ugly. And that ‘was a’
bmutlful place..F hate to see these places done that t way. I think it should be
left hl\c Nature intended it to i)e ' o T

C H‘\RLIL- h-‘er\'bod\' from away from here wants a'piace in the moun-
tains now. | could just walk out here and stick a little note up for sale and
sell [this placey md\he that day. But there’s a lot of us don’t want to do
-that. Others, w hengver stuff goes to getting up in value, we all get excited.
. We [want to ] bore with a bigger auger. Buit me and Etta, we're not going
to do.that, We never have. In place of"lool}ma, for more expensive thlngs
we educated our children. ’ :

" But now almost ev ervhody’s got to where it’s doQ cat dog. lhat s-the one-
trouble. we have now. If a man’'s got a dol lar‘a worth of stuft - to sell he
ought to sell 1t for a dollar instead of asking ﬁ\‘;e dol_lars for it."Now ydu're

: |
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aving to pd\ out so much monev for nothmgr that I don t hardL} see how
¥e can ﬁ\ it. Pnoplc have 11.1%{ gone Crazy. We've got a situation that’s got
0 get worse or better ona. Way back yonder whed I was a younq man, we
1ad an old fellow over there on Cove’ Creek by the namc “of Bingham:
Pretty good old- fashion doctor. He.had a ne1ghhor woman, artd one morn- ,
ng she sent word over to hlm “Doctor won't you come over and see me?
Fam kindlv sick this mérning.” B ¢

He ‘walked in, sald “‘What in the World s Wrong wnb )ou this morn-
ing, lady?™ . ]

he <8.1d “Oh, cloctorf I'm ’xsuffenng and hurtmcr so-bad that r 11 havc to

get bettm hefore I can even dlc"’ o, ‘

Now that’s. the way we.are’ now n thls countrv Pr;cefs are so Chigh that
the poor man ]ust Gant come out. And now tfiey’ \=ﬂt@xen taLe‘ﬁ farmmg
away from hlm fas aTway of mal\mU a living. ] . .
ETT»‘& I think they need- to’ improve the Condltions that makc farming
mere attractive. The farmer doesn’t get erough foi the prgduce he selis to
have a living and pay for fertilizer and seecfs too. He doesn t. come out with

enough, and he. -gets dlshedrtcncd el s ot ) B
CHARLIE: That's wh\« Qur young people are all leaving. Our: famllw—nthef

hovs'and all had to scatter out to get.a jol There was ab&olutely’nothmg to- ..

do here but 0 go away and hunt a jobor stazve one'_.And ‘they had toe,
much of. thfﬂr daddy and mammy in them to. it down and starve, Now

one’s in Rhode {sland, one’s in Cahforma one’s’ in Florida, and one’s do:wri o

in North Carolina. -He’s been over in Enghnd and bad\ T hcrc S Just noth~ '
[ing fof thcm to do here to ‘make a go of it.

7T don't know what we can do, but. I guess we'll have to have somcthmg ol

hke the WBA for a ‘short” hme, at leaqt or let the- pcople that\want to stay
‘here-starve to death one. And of course, themore we have to help them, the',‘
more i hits us fthmugh t‘fa,\es] -But, if we have to put h1m on relief-and pay,
it hits us Just the same. V\’hatcver way, welre goifig to have to carry them
through for a while' [until we get things fixed]. We've got to try to help

' him. You won’t sit in your home and’see your, nelghbor over there by you *

starvé to death will you? Just as long as you've got something, you'll help
him won’t vou° Well; that § what we've got to do. We’ Ve all gotto do a lit-
tle extra. People will say, “We're spendlng too much moncy *We're spend- .
ing too much money.’ But -what’s the money for if we don t use it? We ve
got tostick éut a helping hand. - : !
I admit that T can't- help much. T'm brol\e down.. I can’t hardly walk '
thz‘ough the house. But if there’s a way I can hc]p, I do it.
‘aomchow we've got to get things fixed. :

e ' |




o L really became intérested -in"making
. S C "I:\nivés after T had made one of my
C T v own. After completmg it, I sc;t out.
for ideas for df:\wns b\ W hgh 1 could make others. After going to stofes and -
mang copies of some that were in ‘the W;tndows 1 began; to wénder how
' -thev were ' made before moderf] machmery and bhclﬂrmthmg equ1pment
 was'invented. © - oL - - -
< So L Jwent out ‘and tried to find some people that il knew how to mﬁke
~ knives as they were made fifty years or mare ago. By searehmg, a lot of Tukk,”
- and help from good friends }iké Charlie Ross Hartley in Vllas North Card"
Tina; I found two peopLe who stﬁh'nad’e them therold way. :
By interviewing Troy Danner and. Tedra Harmon, I collected much m- -
formation. In the followmg,mterwews I wil show the dﬁerent ways that-.
these two men make knives. Tedra Hd.rmon had an extraordmary way ‘of
mang a kitchen Lnife: He used sections of the spring from.gr ¢ld wmdup
phonograph for the blades. Troy Danner, on the other hand, “used. one of

Rl

“the oldest methods of all: mee bladec; brol\en oH from old crosscut saw
“blades. — - o L e *( ,.c‘ e

Both ways of. making knives were Teallv Somothmg t’o see, and I w111 try to .
show &ou hoth in thlS chapter . '

£
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 dAriicle, dzagzams und photoamphs by Tom Carlton o

THE TEDRA HARMON VARIETY Lo L

€.
LA

Tcdra Harmon has "become a qood friend since -we mtorwewed h1m

" about the banjos he makes. Since then; we have founid that he knows‘ how

to make lots of other things hesides banjos. When we found out that he
;makes knives, we jumped at the chiance to jnterview., him again.” -~

' When we started off that morning, it was pretty- cold, We went, by

_Charlie Ross Hartley’s house.and plcl\ed him up to go along on the inter-"

view with us. He wanted to go as he remembered workmg with a ‘man by
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- PLATE 10 Tedra_r'places a piece of . PLATE 1l He then 'scores it on each
steel from a- phonoqraph spring in a side with an awl, and, with a sharp tug, -
“vice, clamping it at a point that allows - snaps it off. : S :

I3

the pro_per‘lehgth for the knife blade.

that _mame once when he was helpmU to buﬂd a church for the1r commu-
- mity, " and he wanted to see if it was the same man.he had known a Jong time

’
-

ago .
' Whert we dt ove up into Tedm s vard he and’ Charhe remembered each

other right.away, and ‘they had as good-a time thmg together as we. did

bemcr there, T : N

Tedm told us ‘[h”Lt he had made kmves smce he was a kld Hls father

never made them. It was just a skill“that he picked up on his owh. He

started out just using whatever'metal he cotld find. If he had to. temiper it,
«he would heat it cherry red and then dunk it into water. He has made

knives out of saw blades before, and he showed us a coupﬁe of hunting
knives to prove it. The day we were therd however he was \psmq a long

~thin strip of metal that he had gotten out of an old phonograph He was

5
- breaking it inth-pieceg to’ make the blades for a set“of eight kitchen knives.

He had taken the pattern for the kmvee from arrold thchen knife like the

~ ones that were used years and vears ago




Z o v .
LAY , using a. ball peen
-h'"immel, he Ke ks the steel until the

. PLATE 13 Then, using. another knife
blade as a ‘pattern,. hc marks the width
of the blade on t‘ne new stock.

:E-LATE 14 Ie again clarnps the blade

PLATE 15 Then he files the ragged
“in~the vice" and breaks it off by striking - edge smooth, :

it with a hammer so that it is 'the i :
. proper width.s ” ‘ ‘ N *

i

i

For handles, he uses black walnut because it doesn’t split and it looks 50
good He als6 told us that he thinks ‘that using copper wire to brad the han-
dles together is better than using rivets because it’s easier to work, and when
it’s hammered into the handle it swells into the wood and holds better. He
“said he had seen a knife_once that was held together with woodnen pegs, but
‘he hadn't tried that. - - a ' o .

When he makes a knife out of a saw blade he cuts the saw blade out

- with a saber saw, but when he makes one out of a crosscut saw blade, he

_ breaks it out with a cold chlscl ]ust as they used to do and then shapes it -

S —withafite e T T ST .

He claims that, like the old kmves the ones he makes will last a lifetime.

Ther photoa and dmgrams show you the method he used for the kitchen
knives he made while we were there.

Lok



o PLATE .16 Now: Tedra-

- rivets that hold the handle to the blade.
. - Top b
.V//' . 'I’/r‘ e
! ~ l\t b

-through the blade into the hole pro-
" wvided by a nut placed at the right point

. through the steel into the nut. -

| arks. V'therrrr
.steel where the holes will be cut for the

-3 .

PLATES “17-18 A punch is driven

under the steel. He hammers the punch

s

“
@

PLATE 19 Now he saws a slot in the
wooden handle for ‘the blade to siip.
into. '

* .
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PLATE 200 He then places the biade, PLATE 21 After markmg the handle
‘holes-punched, ove? the handle to.mirk the holes are drilled.
the pomts where holes must be drilled -

RN
*

- PLATE 227 Hg stides the blade’s base PLATE 23 Now he stooths “off the
into place in the handle, matches up the rough corners of the handle-with a file,
holes, pushes pieces of copper wire - b
~through the holes, and then flattens the . Lo ‘ .
ends to bind the handle  dnd blade '

firmly together. .

5 . .

PLATE 24 Final sanding completes.. . PLATE 25 The kmfe al the top has a

e the job, Traditionally, the handles were . handle madé from a’ deer’s foot. The
niot waxed. The} were just left natural, other three knives show various stqgcs ,
T «and, through time, kitchen grease .  of construetion of the knife we _]ust saw . . %

soakéd‘in and darkened them. =~ .= Tecfra make.
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B THE TROY DANNER VARIETY

3

T\ro» Danner 15 one of our ncwcwt contacts. - FI‘lCIldS in North Carolma T
_ . told us about hlm and took us to meet. him when we gok there. When we ar-
¢, . rived at his home, he and his wife met us at thejfront door brought us in-
~ o side by the fire, and startcd handing out apples: 'lﬂd oranges. After a long '
day, it was really 1iice to relax with them.
. Sex eral peopie told us that Mr. Danner used to be the best blacksmlth in
* that part of the country. He used to make just about anything that had to
do awith blankﬂmlthmg He finally had to quit, though, because, as he said,
=T just got old and wore outs” He said that at one time, he could stand for a
~ whole day-shoeing horses and putting wagon tires on wheels. Once he shod ,
~ sixteen horses at his little shop in one d“n “and boy yowc.ould feel the sweat = -
run out of You tooJ” i ' te
. ‘He has made Lm\ es _}ll&t dbOUt all of hl‘; hfc \rost of them he makes just
“for his own use and to his own designs. Mostly he makes the. blades from
: ’"CIOSbcut saws and. h'mdsaws It takes him about a day and-a half to com-
' piete one, and the 1a§3t umc he sold any he sold them, for a dollar and a half
apiece. He says, “Guess” Lm getting cheated, but then it’s worth a whole lot*
‘to me Just to have somethmg\{o do to pass. away ‘the time. Making knives i 15
~just : a 1 gift given to me—f guess.” . : I

ey

PLATE 30 Troy makes his large kitchen =
knives from pieces of crosscut saw blades.
He breaks dut a blade-sized chunk of the
saw hy striking it a number of times with
a cold chisel and hamimer. It takes hours
" . to breuk it out. :




‘PLATE 31 Here Troy holds a finished
“knife over the top of a piece of a cross-
_cut saw he has just broken out for a
< 'new knife blade. '

PLATE 32 He trims off some of the
‘jagged edges with his hammer and cold
. 'chisel. . i T

R

PLATES 33-34 For punching ' the

holes jin the blade’s base, Troy has

fashiofied a homemade clamp.- The

clamp holds the blade tightly while he

drives an awl through the blade using
) the holes in the clamp as a guide. Then
he attaches the handle and shapes the
blade with a grindstone.
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At thls pomt lm \ufc inter ruptcd ’md b"lld “1 w1~>h you could see all the ‘
~ knivés he fhas made.” Then she went into the kitchen and brought out a
handtul of some of ‘his knives that she uses in her cooking.. There were six or
i eloht different de%zgns and they were all beautiful. Troy picked one of them
up and said, “Now you can go to the store and buy yourself a peeling knife,
but vou den’ ;_hcng anything after you've bought it. They just don’t have
the #etal, But some of these knives we've ‘used for fifreen and twenty
. yearss . ' - ' .
Troy Danner was born en March 2g, 18g2. He still feels that helping: a
' gﬁrlend cut is the best thing that a person could ever do.. .

THE. WILL CAMPBELL VARIETY - = = /

]

PLATE 39 A butcher mee made by Witl Campbell, uho died several year‘s ago. e
cut ‘the steel using a cold chisel and a hammer. If those tools VH?ICDt available; he
would warm the steel sllqhti) and scribe a line on it.. With the steel hanging over the
edge of the anvil, the linc oh the edge, he would hammer along the line until the ex-
cess steel broke oﬁ Like.Troy Danner he usually used old. crosscut saw plades for his
suppl‘. of knife blades. :

‘-:-k ‘




'-PLATE 40 Here Tom Campbell Wilk's younger brother explalns to Tom Carlton
the student . who wrote this article, how the. knife was made. Tom; who lives near
~ Bakersville; North Carolina, still carries on’ the craftsman ‘tradition, making plow
- stocks (see chapter in 'this book), hoes, and tool handles. : . . .

T R AR




 WOOD CARVING

in my log house, there sits a

tiny, mch and-a-half- high wooden rabbit carved oat of poplar by some
“whittler T never met who scratched his initials, JAM, into its base. It’s a

wonderful rabblt it was given-to me here in the mountains when I was very: .
. young by a warm, generous waman named V1olct Winterfield, -and it is one’, -
of the very few things I.have blought ufuh me mto my aduithood from’

those early days on Betty’s C reek, : \-.

That rabbit is as appropriate a. way 4s any to begm a section on wood

garving—a craft that has been around for as'long as there have been trees
and hands to shape them w1th Some of the items fashioned in " the moun-
tains were made expressly-as gifts ‘A coon dog whittled by the fire on a
winter mcrht mlght find 1tself in a young son s Christmas stocl\mg, for exam-

ple.. S

Others carve gift or collector items as a means of mak’ing a little extra in-

come: wooden howls, animal figures, mountain characters, or evén whole, .

farmvard scenes complete w1th mmlature—"barns and farm’ animals, or ‘man-

ger scenes complete with w1se wien, and sheep and %)uﬂdmgs or mourttain -

-home scenes completg Wwith furniture, fireplaces, and pbts and "pans. Such
carving was one of the early industries in the Southern Appalachlans Many

of the groups have heen written about by Allén H. Eaton in Handicrafts of
- the Southern Highlands, a tremendous!study originally Supported and pub--

lished by the Russell -Sage Foundation in 1937.and reissued-in 1973 by
Dover. On page 180 of the Dover edifion, for example, Eaton writes about
the work done at the John G- Campbell Folk Scheol in Brasstown, North

Carolina-—a school still in existence: “The IXL hrand of pocketknife, fa-

miliar to many of us of arF earlier generation, has never been put to happier
use. than by the farm workers, students,. and neighbors of the John C.
Campbell Folk School . . . Mrs. Campbell believed that anyone who with
his pocketknife could cut a fence rail in two in a short time or cover a board

o R _ n. the four-hy-eight sheet of
ST B Oﬁ)hwood that .serves as a desk
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h]\ fown or ambod) Glse s conversation mlght with practlce put that skill B
and:; energy to more satisfactory use . . . (Now) no scene about the Folk

Schbol is mere pleasant or characteristic than the young people resting at
lunch time or around-the fireplate in the evening. whittling away at their
different figures in all stages from the rough wood to the finished object. A
“small block from whick a mule, a rabbit, a goose, or.a rooster Is _being.

whittled fits conveniently and safelv in the shirt pocket, and a sharp knife in ‘

“another pocket awaits the free moment when whittling can be resumed.”
~ Theén,-of coutse, there is the carving or ‘silapmg that is either totallv prac—
‘tical (100l handles, spindles for spinning wheels, crow calls, turkey calls,

wooden doar latches and hinges,. triggers fon rabbit bokes), or practical with ™ -

@

'_decorame touches- (toxls butter molds-that] }eave anattractive des1gn ina

- patof butter, criamentation in some furniture such as chureh pulpits and
'.Lﬁreboards inlay in gunstocks, scrolls on* “the pegheads of a fiddle or dul-
“cimer; walkmg sticks where the imprint of a honeysuckle vine has-been
~taken advantage of to produce a serpent crawling toward the handle).
Beyond that there are even such, thmgs as religious wall hangings carved
“int refief out of two- inch-thick slabs ‘of wood, some fully colored and amaz-
ingly détailed. The variety is just astonishing. In this section, we hint at
some of it, but,a book twice this size couldn’t show the work of:all those
who work in wood just in our state. There are hundreds and hundreds of

such people, each taking delight in seeing a recognizable shape take form .

‘through his own hands, and each célebrating the fact that- he can_expfess- '

‘ hls OWn Vigor, 1ndw1duahtv and craftsmanship in this fashion.Z,

BEW

C_HARLES EARNHARDT, CARVER OF SCENES -

_Charles Earnhardt whittles both for a living and for pieasure. He started -~

. ele\ en years age when a man he met showed him a few tricks of the art and
_soine gpod tools to use. He learned the rest by trial and error, and began
selling pieces about sev en years ago: The money goes for a good cause; for
_vears Charles and his wife have been trying to buy hack the family farm in
North Carolina. When we first met him, Mr. Jim Hagan, the mdustrlal arts
teacher at quhiands North Carolina High School, had asked him to visit

his ciasses for a week to teach his students some of the same tricks he had-

been taught. The afternoon that we visited Charles at the high school audi-

torium, he was surrounded by about twent_v-'ﬁ_ve pairs of hands holding.

poc ketknives and blocks of wood. . : ‘
"The tools he uses consist of two knives and two small chlsels The blades
of his knives are made from a rgralght razar and a pair of barber scissors.

2



"PLATE 42 These are Charles’ favorite
tools——the knife blades are made from a
straight razor blade and a pair of bar-
ber’s scissors. . :

- " S

PLATE 43 * Charles holds a block that

he has marked according, to his pattern
and is now moughing out into the figure
of an old woman with a rolling pin.

a
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Charles" f”n orite w ood is white pine bccause it is easily accessible and is .
easy to work with. White pine should be set aside and cured for at least four -
to five months—a year is preferablc , -
" Some &f Charles’ carvings are shown on the next pages. It took him a lit-
“tle over.ong” hindred hours to complete the scene with the man and the
deer The ;hop took ciose to one hundred hours and the kitchen scene about
two hundred hours. He! spends five or six hours on.each figure that he .
reproducés to sell. When he freates a new figure, i-takes longer.
&omc of the larger, more intricate scenes are not for sale. The dulcuncr
maker, for ex mple’ is tne that Charles wants to Leep hn‘nself The other,

&m’t‘ler figures; however, Charles makes Spec1ﬁcally to sell. As the photo-
mcredl‘i)h td}cnted T UL AP

gra hs &.ho“ he is

. . s RAY MCBRIDE

. ¢ s

PLATE 44 Many of his works.“"-‘,_are ~ PLATE 45, This little hound scratch-

comical or satirical in nature. He ing behind his ear is arigther example of -
creates a new Jfigure or grouping and . the more huimorous works Charles pro-,
: utlncr it as a pattern, turns out a series . duces. :

for sale. This wife yelling to her hus-.
band through an ear trumpet is one-
such example.



PLAT 13 46447 Other typ:cal Earnhardt scenes are those two boys phymg mazbles,
“and an old man leaning on his banjo, a jug of moonshine behind him.

N ”

PLATES 48-51 Others of his scenes are one-of-a-kind; Breathtakme;iy exact rephcas
of scenes from years ago. Here, for example, is an éarly living room/dining room
scene complete to.the tiniest pair of seissors and child’s.rocking horse—all caryed out
of wood. In this scene, the sideboard is- 10/4” tall, the long tabie is- 10%” long, and
the chair is 57 high. o S L :




PLATE 50 " PLATE 5




L . #

* 'PL'ATE?S- 52-55 * Another’ scene shows an o"l‘di"m\e}n’ i’ his rmouif%tain' dulcimer shop. ”
. _ "Even the ._tin'}? saw blade, spittoon, pegg for the ,dili&l:mf:r stringsy and the knobs of thé
?,'and":_bk)cks of wood. T

s
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: IP‘L?\TE‘? 5)6“57 In this more comical scene, 1mmdculﬁte in detall (complcte to shot-
~gurt and shel Is: and tiny squashed cans), a hunter is caught deamng his gun just as a
decr w alks pabt The look of surpnse and pam on the ‘man’s stubbled face tells the  °

a

b"‘b, :

oF

laok ean’ He falked to us about how he smrted carvmg birds and-w
dreams and p!ans are as he shaped a wren fmm a chunk of basswood

Iher prefers basswood and that is what Doug feels has znﬂuenced
“Doug pamtf his bzm’s wth water colon’He pamts the baszc colps

brown spotc op the quaz[ :
45kea’ wh; he prefers water colors. over oils or acry!zcs he azd that water
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colors are easy to work with, mix.well, blend with one another easily, and
look more like the natural colors of the birds. He feels that oils and acrylics
are too shiny to be natural looking. The water colors give a flat, soft appear-
ance. . . : : ’ '

Avrticle and p!aotog-ra})fzs bj} Bit Carver, Shelley Pace, and. Susie Nichols. .

_ ity il :
PLATE 58 Doug Sheppard’s studio in Franklin; North Carolina.

[

. PLATE 59

PLATE 60 Doug paints -most of his
birds with water-colors,

k:d
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I've been carving birds like this about five years, but I've been around it
all my life. I carved back there when T was a Ikid‘.—&p_ick up a block of wood
and carve something out. And one time, years ago, I carved a bird out and
that was a pretty good bird—it wasn’t bad’ at all for shape. I painted it,
didn’t do a very good job on painting, but my mother got that bird and
kept it. I believe she’s still got that bird somewhere. I looked at it not too
long ago and [ wasn’t at all ashamed of 1t. ‘

My dad showed me ways to do things when 1 started carving. I:really
didn’t learn much from him. He'd tell me something and 1 wouldn’t listen
to him. | was determined to do it my way. A wood carver’s going to do it
their ownl way—no matter what, everybody’s going to be different.

When T started out I wasn’t any gaod at all, but they were good enough
to sell. T feel now like they really looked bad, but here lately I'm getting into
it where T realiy-change something every time I carve one and paint it. [
can put Romethmg d]fferen§ on it that makes it look better all the time. I
keep learning more about it. As small as it is, there’s a whole lot to learn,
believe it or not, When vou rcally get down to carving, you can work on this
one bird right here all day if you wanted to, if you wanted to study it, keep
addmw to 1t, go uqht on down and cut ‘ev ery ‘feather on it. I haven’ t had a
chance or the time to do that ' :

A friend and € have just. opened up a shop in Franklin; North Carolina.
It is situated near the square There are a lot of peoplc who come through
here in-the summer who never sec stuft like this. And the good thing about
your shop is that thC\ can see me carving like I'm doing before you, and 1
“can really sell them. o a ' ‘

We arce calling the shop Cardmai Crafts.” We are just selling our, birds
mostly. People seem to thinkwell be a success, that this is somethnig peoplc _
wiil want to come see us do z{nd they’ll want to buy the birds. If it goes well,
we'll probably keep it open thlb winter. I[ I'm down there at the shop, I
be carving birds. ; T ;)
. I sell birds. T-hope Lo%‘contihue to keep my buyers supplied as well as
selling in my own shop. If there’s anythmg that’s any better in my shop, I'll -
get more money for it because Tl be putting mere time into it, If my buyers
still want my birds and I can make enough for them, 1 will make them be-
cause they've treated me nice. T'll try-to keep my prices the same as they are .
now. I'l not gp up sky-high on them. '

People come to the door and they think if they come in, they've got to
buy somethm.g. And I wouldn’t drag them in. T don’t care if they do or
don’t buy something. If they come in and just say that they like it that’s
fine with me. They're “welcome to come in and stand here and look.

To tell me just that my stuff is prlced too low [would be okay with m‘_cj}/
 Most peoplc don’t realize it, but a ot of our stufl is pricéd too chcap Tget

€
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o e
PLATE 6! Doug carefully . . ¥ PLATE 62

iviscarves ‘the wing feathers @
«oof @ wrens | -

PLATE 637,

mad when they come in and say that [our prices are] too much, I know
that’s not true. I got into it with one lady. She came in here and there was a
“hird sitting over there.on the shelf, and she said, “How much is that 01163”

- Isaid, “Ten dollars.” o :

She said, “Oh, that’s too much!” '

I just said, “Too bad.”

She came back the rrext day and she was still kind of mpped about it, but
_ -1 just told her that that was a good price and she finally did buy it.
| - I do watch the birds when 1 can, arid [ feed them through the winter.
There are so many different kinds flying in here. There’s a family of Eastern
bluebirds nesting out there right now [in a little birdhouse on the fence]. -
Can you hear those catblrds? And I've seena hummiingbird twice already..
There’s a family of little phoebes nesting over my bandsaw in that little
workshop out there. -
I've seen some indigo buntings here th]S year—there s lots of them. Last |

Fey

-+ g
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PLATE 66 The knife Doug uses
for much of his work. :

’

year I saw cedar waxwings and rose-breasted grosbeaks; I'd never seen a
rose—breaqted grosbeak before in my life, .
I\ e got & Cfood pair of binoculars and I have several good books on bird

- 1dent1ﬁcat10n and use them for reference and as models sometlmes for my

carv mgs

I’ m starting to realh understand pamt now. I understand how to mix the
coiors and the blending and what you've got to do to make it look good. T
don’t know about-distance and dimensions. I've had no art training whatso-
ever, other thap what I've just taught mysell. It’s snrtmg to come to me—
dlﬂerent shadings and paints and how to carve the feathers, There’s proba-
bly a lot of terms in art that I don’t know, I'm thinking ahout, qomg to
Western Carclina Univ ersity this fall and taking a year of art. I'm not inter-
ested\in the credit. I just want to go there and learn. I want to be abie ‘to
talk to\people about the birds when they come into my shop. I’ll have a lit-

tleknowledge of art to be able to discuss the birds’ featupes with the eus-

_ tomers. : _

I mount my bhirds on driftwood, because it's about the best thmg you
could find. You could go 1n the woods and cut off stuﬁwps and things—
pretty stuff I guess, but vou can find driftwood at anta a that’s the pret-
tiest stuff vou ever looked, at. A person could pick up enohg‘h driftwood to
make a living around rhese lakes and sell it. In fact, there: ';peopie coming
in here and wanting to buy it. !

I’'m going to start upping my prices if I'm gonna take time to find real se-

lect pieces of driftwood and carve a hawk, and spend, three or four days on
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onc piece of work. But that’s the only reason ru up' my prices, beécause 1'd
have so much into it. That i is, if T can find the time and I'm going to take
time. I Hon't care if people are waiting for me to carvg one bird at a time.
I'm just going to take time and do that “cause I've got to. ,

[ want to carve one to where it's like a real hird of some kinid and be just.
as good as these [famous] wildlife artists. They're “real good. They paint
every hair or every feather on them. I'want to do work like that, and T he-
lieve 1 van if I can find time. I know it can he done because I've seen it—
out of hasswood, too. This guy in Asheville carves them. He does it for. a

 hobby and he gets ninety doHars for one little bird and I do it for, a living.
"But I'd sorta like to'do it like he does—-take my time and reaily detail one

and carve every feather on jt. I\c prac ticed that and 1've studied that and
I'know [ ¢an doit now, or think I can. I can do- real 11m WOTK, o

Having freedom is my idea of keing rich. A man spends elqht\ +housand -
‘dollars on the interior, of a building* and ‘he keeps oomo on and on, and. T
"'-;_dont understand that: 1T mean, why have all that mone\- 7 What are you
: "‘fromtr to do with it? You could get w hat vou want dnd then qull Being
“rich, to me, is-not having 16 work and getting to H]CLI) late ev ery morning

- and not having any bills and not owing (U‘l‘\l}Od\ anvthing and havi ing. your
.. own place.

I'm not really interested in nm]}\mq lots of MOneY. l do want cnough to
bm me a little paece of land 1 )ch in the wood‘\ mayhe bac kmg up to qome'

scribed in T /zf [mfni Book I hdd always wondered ho“ a housc 1|\C th’lt
~was built, and then that book came out with th(’ plans in it. I could have

figured it out probably, hut this way. T know what to do and I'm going to

build me a house like that someday. [I want a calvin huilt] out of logs. I'm

going to uild one one of these davsif T ever get a place to Duild lt ) |

. Then I could just sit and éarve, because I hope to really et E)Ltt&r and
~_better, where my birds ook real. I hd\e a. dream of lJcrommq a hmoua
wildlife arust—who knows? ST .

C. P. LIGON, FOLK ARTIST - '

~

One a’m out of the clear blue sky, ;’Ur C. P. Izgrm of Tocma bmngfzt

. some of his carvings to Yoxfire for the students at our school to_enjoy. This

was the first time he had brought any of his figures-up our way as most of
his work is on display closer to his home in Stephens County.

A couple of months [ater, when it was time to return Lhe carvings, several
of us decided to go along ana’ ﬁnd oul more about Mr. Ligon and his

¥
. . Co . LI
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hobby. We drove into his backvard and knew immediately we’d come to—

the right place. His gardve and shop area were filled with logs, stumps, and
sticks of all shapes and sizes. There were carved figures resembling lotem
poles jrabbiis, a seven-foot-tall fchaboa' Crane, a small penguin—all kinds
of fisures that can be made fmm Uda'-sfza/)m' preces of wood. o~
Wihen we began fo dalk with him, we found out that he was seventy=five.
“years old and had begun carving in 1967 after retiring from a roofing busi-
ness. He had never done anything like this before in his [rfe’%nhf then. It all
be._g(m he said, ()fi'(’ mrm d{n when he went to fown to U(’t some (’?1(17]’1(3[
paint and heaan painting a picture. He had never had an artist’s brush in
his hand before and said he even did a lousy job of painting a house. But he
enjoyed the feeling, and he soon had picked up a haichet, a handsaw, a

peeer e Tand sonie Thisels and started on a pivce of wood. Soon a rough
figure emerged and he was hooked. Now a steady stream of one-of-a-kind

PLATE 67 Mr. Ligon in the parking PLATE 68 The totem pole standing

lot of the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee in place at the Campfire Girls’ Camp in
Schaol  with® two  of the figures he Toceoa. Both sides of the pole are
brought along to share with' our sw- . covered with ¢ary mqs

dents, . - ) .
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@ ures comes from his shop ¢ creafed out of woad he ha.x pzcked. uﬁ; in the
Surwuna’mg waods (ma’ knots and odd-sha[zed chunks “people Thave given to
hitdw. Thai day he showed us some cypress knots he was going to make
somethmg nut of eventually

Uomg to all .rhat trouble. All the thmas carved by hzm he descnbes as, “funk
for the school children.” He feels they enjoy his rough work more than
things ‘that ave finished and can’t “be touched and played with.” In line
with his desire to make things for kids, he refuses to ever sell a piece of his
work. It is made excluswely for donation to, or display by, local groups that

work with young people. Collectors are sent away empty-handed.
1 felt as though we had been to a wonderful and peaceful place. Nobody

wanted to leave. We were now beginning to understand why Mr. Ligon

carves the things he does and wdnis no ‘money for them: He likes what he’s
_ domg and ke loves kzds—money can’t buy thosg things.

Article by Sid ]Gnes Interuews and [Jhotogmphs by Sid, Al Oakes

:Robert McLanahan, Meltssa Mchee and Alison Rutherford

-out of this thmg 1 got my power saw and cut them groow:s out in his

ewerwthmg It just come natural Do VOU “know what 5 the matter w1th pco—
ple today? They don’t yse the ta]en‘ts they’ve got. Ard lots of them:don’t

- have the time to. Just like T was. 1 wanted to cducate my children. I never
took a vacation unui it was almost tlme that T quit work I quit work at
sIXty-sever. :

I think kids ought to get mvolvcd w1th things like thls early I was work-
ing on that totem pole. [ put up at the Campfire Girls’ Camp in Toccoa,
“and one of my.grandsons said, “That just don’t look righttome.” : .+~

And T said, “Well, just go ahead and finish it like you want it. » That was -

. Walter’s bOy, Matt, So he just finished it off. “Then the others came—Mark
and Perry and Bryan—and they all worked on it some too. I told them;
“Go to it, boys. You can’t make it any rougher than I'm doing.”

That totem pole was from a white pine tree that had ‘been in my yard, I‘.
. planted that tree. I gotit from down here én Lake Rabun from a fellow.
We was up there covering his house. I looked there and saw that little white -

pine and I dug it up and took it home. 1t was pianted before 1950 and was
about twenty-five vears old. One day there wasn't-a, cloud in the sky, but
the wind came up and started blowing awful hard. It was on a Thursday,
and I was fixing to go in-the house and that tree started giving away and

x

. -
e

_ The first thing I carved after I quit work qu an old Inchan A (,uﬁzlown
some apple trees out there, and ‘,ul sald “I'm going to- ‘make me an Indian .

¥




PLATE 69 Mr. Ligon replacing the bow in the arms of the Indlan that now stand<
in the cafeteria of the Stephens County High School.

= =
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felt over. T've made a few othez little pu.( es ont of it hesides the pole. I\e
abbut used it up 11OW.

And the eagle on top of it is made of 0<1L [t came from a tree that was
out In my vard close to the well. 1 "(_1(’.(?;1(1(,(1 to put that eagle on-it, and 1
made it up at the house while we had. the pole lyingsdown. Then when they
wanted to take the pole down to the lake and set it up, they brought a hig

"'truc:\ dow n Lhﬂc with:a lift on it. ‘That’s where it’s been-ever since.

Then 1 made an Indian for the Stepheris County High School and: 1ook it
down there and set it out in the hall. T hey didn't ask ‘mé to. I justwanted
to do that. They're the Stephep% County Iﬂdlallb you know.

It sat out there in the hall, The bowfmme 110[10 and wanted souvenirs.,
'The\ took the arms and everything off that thing; just-left the main body.
That's all they Jeft. So then it was Set back in the. book stacks or the storage
-,‘zum. I kept telling them if thev'd bring it to m'e” Fd remodel it. Then vou
pf‘Opl(’ from Foxfire came dewn and brought it hom(, for me, I appreciated
1}13‘[ Then 1 lemodcled it to what it was when you- saw it the othﬁ day 1n

PLATE 70 A figure of Lester Maddox rldmg on a donkey. The donLey holds an
appl® In irs mouth, and there is a peg in its back under Lester so he can also be turned
o face forward. As in the two standing figures in Plate 7, the arms aré connected to
a stick that pusses through the figure’s body enabling the arms to rotate.
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the dining room at the school, I carried it over there and told them T was '
bringing him home. I asked . where we sl\lou'ld put it, and the lady over there
suggested that it be put in the cafeteria, and that’s where it’s standing now.
The principal over there is a fine man. He saw c?nde"ful person. The stu-
dents respect him alt right. - Tl
I also made a doli house once. A little girl we know had an older brother
die of leukemia. Her moth& asked me, “How about building us a doll
house for-her for her birthday?” :
1 said, “All right, The case like it is, 'l make it.” And I got it done on_
Ctime. All T charged them for was the material thar T had to buy to.go in
there—the walls and the ceiling. 1 made a little bit of furniture to go in
there. And I made little shakes for the roof myself. I worked with.it about a
.,\&LCI\ I'd go home and think about the next step. It didn’t take me long to
e 1]\e those shingles. I had a two- inch. chisel. I got some little two-by-four
“blocks from the lumber company. The fellows over there -give them to me.
Ive done a lot of work for then. I took the little chisel and tapped the little
‘_.“shakes out of the blocks. If it’s a. Uood two-by-four, 1 can get about twenty-
-_._two shingles out of it, but T usually get ‘about eighteen out of each one.
" The.. lrttie church I made and gave to"Young Harris College had little
-shmorles‘ on'it, too. T gave a little church to Reinhardt College, too. Thaose.
are both little log buildings. Thé first contact 1 had with Reinhardt was in
. 193g when I went up there and covered the girls’ dormitory while T was in
‘the roofing business. Qur pr eacher s w1fe went to Reinhardt, and I told: her
not too long ago that I was. going to make her sesmethlng for her old alma _
mater. Me and the preacher took that little church up there. They were 50
tickled with it up there. They said, “Ill tell you what we're going to do.

“We're ‘building a museum, and that’s the first thmg that’s gomg in it.” You -

know, that was a pretty good send-off.

.1 had-about seventeen litle- children come over {o the house from one of :
‘the, schools about a week or two ago. They asked if it would be all nght to
come, They asked me when they got through looking at all the stuff I've
carved around here, “Can we have a picnic here in the yard?”

I said, “Go right ahead.” They got out there and had a big time. Théy
seen that tree house eut there that my grandchﬂdlen phy in. They played :
in there. I have a lot of fun with the children that way. It's great. What-I'm .

_'dOmU it mostly for is to bring it back like this country, used to be. Children
didn’t used to have anything to make anything with. Nq) tools. The kids al-
-wavs made their own things—country children did. We’d make wheels out

of most anvthing.. We've had a right smart of little fun with stuff like that. -~ :
 We like to hunt and fiddle around with the dogs and have a good time. We -

IeaH\ didn’t have toys. The first thmg 1 bought for myself was a httle old
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PLATE 71 Woman churning The  PLATE 72 Mr. Ligon  standing be-

arms rotate pulling the churn dashcr up ° neath his bearded man in a top hat.
and down. . oL -~ The figure was carved on an inverted
' : tree trunk.

knife for a dime when I was 2 boy. 1 would have liked to' carve then, but
“that knife wouldn’t even cut. T just had it just to have a knife.

But now that I'm retired, I do all this stuff for the school chﬂdren and
~try to get them interested in things’ like this. If I can get one of them to try

somethmg, they’ll understand and maybe enjoy it. I don’t try to make noth-+

ing fancy like it was out of a store—finished. I make it rough. And they can
understand that. If they go to the store and get something, it's all dolled up.

But this is an incentive for them to do something. They'll try to do some--

thing like this. Something rough like this, they re not afraid to do it. Paint-
‘ing’s the same way.
I've worked with all threc grammar schools in Stephens County, and two

“in Habersham County so far. I do them ]ust like T done you “all. - come -

driving up and say, “This is what I’Ve got.” K

r

Like the othef day. T went up to a little dchool up there in Habersham
County back in the country there: They never had had anything much. I




PLATE 73

drove up there’and 1 askgd for the principal. He. told me to walk on in his

o ofﬁce I told him what I had. “Would you like to see what I brought?”’

5

He said, “Are you going to charge me anything for them?”.

I said, “No, they don’t have to pay me nothmg to see the stuff I m mak-
ing it for the good of them. Not to make money 7

We drove around behind the building there and they took it right on in,
and he said, “We re going to *have a break in fen mirutes, We'll let all the

£ " children see it.’

They brought the first grade in right on up to the sixth grade, and when
thev all got through, they brought the little fellows back in which I appreci-
ated. That did me a lot of good for the little fellows to see it.

They had one kid there who had tosit down. He: didn’t seem to feel s0-
“good. I had the little covered wagon with me, and he: got down there and
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looked at that, and looked over there at me, and studied that %W'm;on some
more. Tt was well worth that trip up there for him, even if I'd ‘got throwed
out. He was enjoying it. All those little kids crowded around. They wanted.
to know this and that. 'I'hey wanted 1o know what it was all about.

My wife has seen what I'm doing for the children and the fnterest they
have in this stu 5. and she likes that. The erandchildren like for me to make
stufF, Thev take un interest in.it. One morning when [ was in California on
our trip recently, my granddaughters out thezc were tooking through this
scraphook of pictures 've gotapd clippings and’ stories thit have heen writ-
‘ten about my stuff. 1 told them to take out an\thmo they wanted, and they
about cleaned it out. I didn’s care. [ wanted them to have these things.

My mother died when T was ten vears old, and I loved her .grlecl{l\ And
my father got hart about three or four vears later at the cottonsgin, He was
knocked out of a wagon by & bale of cotton and then run over By the wagon
. and hurt. After that, T staved with my father. He wanted me;to wait on -
him. He didn't care about the other kids waiting on him because I 'done the i
things Just Tike he wanted them. I learned a lot. T didn’t get to go o school,
“hut I learned a whole lot of what I needed to know: I didn’t really have a -

childhood like some childien do, but T can’t CO:ﬂpldln The others went to

o Achool My fathertook up a lot, o[ my time, and I never regrefted a day of

it. That's one reason today I have a wholc lot of respect for old peoplc and
kids, too. I LﬂjO\ the kids aml I enjoy the old people. '

%

LLON REID, TOY FURNITURE MAKER

- Ton R&d was one of the most exciting chairmakers we everfound. As
such, we featured him in The Foxfire Book. One :wpf*rtlof his Tife that we
did not mention at that time, however, Is that he was also a fine whittler.
Not wanting to waste ”m\thmq at all, he took all the scrap wood and white
oak splits Teft over after making one of his large chairs, and, with his poc ket-
knife, turned those SCTUps into what he called “toy™ chairs that were just as
. popular a< the larger oness We hought hoxes full .of them and gave them
awayv to people who stll treasure them today. \fagv of them went to chil-
dren, and the thought that p(*o'ple he had never met, haci received his work
pleased lon enormously. ; ' ‘ :

Though he is dead now 1hc hund_acds of tnw*dnus he made in his life-
time survive. and carry hlq namme fomazd

F _ RICHARD PAGE




‘rocker “for one of his to

“with his pocketknife. PLATE 75 Two holes are,.
T v drilled into . the top of “eacly
rocker, and the rockers’ are
tapped into place.

PLATE 76." Lor’s granddaughter PLATE 77 Lon and . Foxfire's
" watches as he works. Richard Page with ‘three of 1
S : his chairs. - :




'_ mainly wanted. torsee if I could do it.”
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WILLIAM ZLOWERS, RELIEF SCULPTOR | o

William Flowers was born and raised in Copper Hill, Tennessee. He now
lives with his wife and three chifdren_in College Park, Georgia, outside

Atlanta, whcrc""he works the day shift on. the assembly. line at the Ford o

_Motor Company. In his spare time, he carves in wood, and, miost recently,
in marble. For his woodwork, he says, “I use hand tools: pocket knives, car-
pf:nlers chlsek, hammers mallets—a little ‘bit of ev erything” accorqu to
what size/piece I'm carving. I've got a few handmade tools—a few little
sharp DI ﬂdcq and things I use, You know, you can't"hardly buy them. 1
hment hftd a day’s training, _but I could a[ways draw about anything 1
\\anted 10 wheh T was ‘a kid. 1 never tried any woodwork until about ten
\(;us ago. Thexfirst thmg I ever d1d Lwas just phymg ‘around. I just

- The most ambitious works he does are Idrge rehgmu; scenes which he
“carves in relief out of solid blocks of wood, the ﬁqures in almogt three-
quarter round, and colors with p'unts and stains of vafious shades and mix-
tures. Oceasionally, he sells a piece, and buys more, materials to ‘work with.
His wife, Cathy, for example, 13 a mechanic at Curley s Speed Shopﬁa &
rage in College Park that both fixes private autémobites and sponsors dirt
track racers; the owner saw some of FIowels work and purchased both a
crucifixion 1nd a Garden of Gethsemane. :

Although pictures of several of his pleccs follow, he has also carved many
things that we don't have pictures of. “I made a tomahawk for my:next-
door neighbor. T gave it to him. It’s a great big old piece of a hedge bush I
got there beside where 1 live. T cut it down and carved a snake around it
- with its mouth open,-and I did some hand painting on the snake and split a
big tock, and split the stick and drove my rock down in it and bound it with
leather. It looks pretty good N ‘ '

We, however, do haveé a photograph of: work he’s domgg in his latest pas— "
‘sion: marble. If anything, he enjoys working in it even more than in wood
as he feels he can get more lifelike figurés. Recently, for example, he carried
the Garden of Gethsemane in a four-inch-thick slab of marble and placed it
on his father’s grave. He hammered it out at home,, working on top of a’
chest freezer they have on the porch. His next preject is so large he’s going,
" to have to do it away from,home, however, at the Cowarti Monument Shop
just outside Coll ege Park /5It s subject? A life-size crucifixion in full round -
car¥ed out of one solid piece of Alabama marble. “Can’t afford to make
much mistakes with a piece of rock like that,” he laughs. . '

If he could e%tabhsh his work enough to make a living, he would, “Come

&
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PLATE 78 William Flowets with his
* .wife, Cathy, and his three sons, Dennie,

Andy, and Billy, after one of their fre-
. quent camping trips to our mountains,

Ol

PLATE 79 This crucifixion s one of
four Flowers has carved. It measures
2612 X 327" K 134" deep. It is carved
out of white poplar, and colored with
acrylic paints and wood ktains. TTe made
up the design for this piece himself.

PLATE B0 This Garden of Geth-
semane scene is carved out of hard
maple and measures 26147 X 3214”7 X
214" deep.-It-'was copied from a paint-
ing by the German artist, Heinrich Hoff- "
man. It is colored with acrylic paints - .

and wood stams, and is the second one o i
he has cagved. _ ' ‘

PLATE 81 An unfinished Garden of
Gethsemane that Flowers is doing in,.
solid marble. =

e




up in the mbuntains somewhere and set up a carving shop and an antique |
~shop, all combined with natural things.” His love for the mountains is dem- |
onstrated partly by the frequent camping trips he makes to our county with
“his family. § ] ) . . .
It was oi one of these trips that he met Buck Carver, one of our favorite
contacts, \xiho introduced him to us. — . . .
Article and photos by Wendy Guyaux, Sharon Pope, fuel .%ytler, and
- John Pope. Photos of the religious reliefs were contributed by Anna Wads-
worth of the Georgia Council for the Arts and Humanities. ' )
| . . -

L . T )
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one Last:“Suppm" out of wood, and he;.
got the design for it from the Wortd:
Book Encyclopedia. It is catved ot of
whité poplar and -measures 4427 X
2g14"” X 34" -deep. It is folored in the
same manner as the others; with the
addition ef pokeherry jZice for the deep
reds. /- s )

i .
&
)
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PLATE 83 This frog was carved out
of ash, and won a jury credig.at the
“Atlanta Artist’s Glub. The award enti-,
tles the artist to leave his work at the
Club for thirty days to be viewed by
prospectivé—‘f)uycrs:.. _ : .

“PLATE 82 Flowers has enly carved « '




93 .

a . B .

PIATT 8+ A gazelld

carved out_of walnut,

PLATE 85 This relief scene  was PLATE 86 Flowers has carved many
carved into-a discarded chair seat. gunistocks fat collectors and enthusiasts.
: B o ' - This is one he is especially proud of.

-;r, “

DICK HARRISON -“WOODWORKER \ .

+. “T don't like to cut a dogwood unless it will make a good stlck and won’t”
' maLe a»«gﬁod"t?c?eﬂ You see, I shake that tree; arid it'll shake this way and
“it’ll come over this way, but it won’t_go bdck that way because of this big
7 main rdot here: Well,-a-tree with  one big root, it'll never support a good .
tree [but it wﬂl«m,ake a_good cane].”If the tree shakes the same on all sides,.
“that shows. you'it has a good bunch of brace roots, so L doi’ t cut it—let it
make a good tree.” e = : 7
Trees were important to Dick- Harrlson He was a fountain of informa- =~
tion on wood and thmgs that couid be made from WO(PC] He knew how o0~ -/ '
make splits, shingles, ax handles, wooden howls fror bre
sticks, wooden planes, and stools. Making thmgs witl
been part of his life, He was bom more than ‘eighty-nii

ead traysj, walking
wood had always

e
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‘house builf in-1852 by his grandfather, The house was covered with poplar
shingles put on with nails handmade by a blacksmith. Mr. Harrison told us
-about a pit saw used by his grandfather for cutting planks. His father had a
) shmgle ‘mili on their heme place and madc shingles of oak, poplar and
pine. He made many of the tools and instruments used on their farm.
‘When we arrived ene day to talk to Mr. Harrison, he had the outline. of a

wooden bread tray drawn on top of thé*stock. He talked to us as he worked:~
As he hewcd out the inside of the bowl, he was so accurate he split the L
_gmdehne in half with his small 1dze ‘Thése bowls were one of his favorite "=

- projects. He made them, of birch, Butternut, maple, black gum, chestnut,
serviceberry, poplar, sassafras, cherry, dogwood; and apple—*’the/}ast four

* were his favorite for logks. Applewood ame out SpOttﬁd and was beautiful. .7

He called this ** appaioosa : :
© When he finished a bowl, he pamted on a couple of thick, coats of a mix-
ture of one-third spirits of turpentine, and two- thirds. boiled linseed eil. He

: 'saturated the bowls with it “After. that dmed he would sanid and WAX the.'-

i bowl. Asfar as hesknew, not one of hi§ howls had ever cracked.

‘Mr, Harrison was known f{JI the uniqne walking : sticks he made and gave
to friends and- spec1a1 guests of the Rotary C‘lub of nghlands North Caro-

Jina. He had been a Rotarian there §_m(,e 1954, and never missed a meeting..

For these special sticks, he used small trees, ViT g nd limbs of trees that
seemed to hl-m would make %traight strong canes. When he was a boy, he

noticed that a fender vine such as honeysuckle would grow from right to left-

around a tree. He assumed ‘this was due to the 1otat10n of the earth. He

_ found that. certain_ vincs as they wrapped. around limbs and small trunks

helped Shape mterestmq splrals in the wood that gave sorhe of h1s walklng '

sticks a Specnl ‘character.

All of Mr. Harrison’s tools were neatly racked and- well- sharpcned Hc" :

had made boxlike.sheaths for the blades of his adzes.- He sald that “A sharp
tongue is the énly edge that grows keener with constant use.” <
‘As he heswed out the Bread tray with the carpenter’s adze, he told us
'somc things about scanfymg knives, buttons, woodworking, and preachers
quoting him.
“Back during the Civil War, my grandmother used to'tell me about using
. persimmons for buttons. Buttoris were scarce, and they'd take one of those
awls and punch two toles in persimmon seeds and use them for buttons. N
“They used the inner bark of dogwood for quinine. All those plantatlon
owners had to have something for medicine. -
“They had what they called-a scarifying kmfe It was a little bltty ma-
chine. There’s a thing up there on the tool' rack that reminds me of it. They
- had-eight little blades'in there in a section’ with the blades about a quarter

~of an inch apart, and you puiled this back and-you’d cock it just like a gun.
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3011 put 1t d Gwn on a- fellow S shoulder where you d want to seanf‘f h1m o

- and trip that trigger, and those eight little blades would come down there so

s Cle( P lO Uet '[l"le UlOOCl dIl(l mdhc ﬂlm [chﬁu l HC}/ lle(.l to UllIlh Ule Ilg Wd.b

the anm er to all ills. My daddy ha,d scars up on his shoulders I've seen
“them mam times. . . * A

I xe had-a*{6t of people quote fne. My” preqcher quoted me from the

pulplt one time: I had carried him-i in the woods to get some sticks. I'd get -
~one up {and] it looked like a bunch’ of roots to him; and T°d say, "That’s a

-111ce one -to have a Uood handle.’ He talked about me seeing the” potentlahty
of qomethmg \\ oodwork is when you see somethmg, and sce’ what you can
[\,ou make it]. & )

“Take those stools there; every p1ece has to fit’ 1nd1v1dually and in each

that s straight is the prisms on crystal rocks like amethyst and things like
“that. That's the only thing I know; of” %hate got a-few straight lines—every-
thing [else] is a curve. You canit® ﬁnd two leaves on the ground that are

identical.” : e -
He also told us how to make a wooﬁ l\.ﬂn and how to use it [see Foxﬁre
.3, pages 366-68]. We learnedtthe mistdkes that could be made, the work
involved, and the fun.- :
He left all his tools and work heneh to us when he died about two vears
ago. He left bowls and#anes not finished, and took a lot of knowledge with

had learned..’ : L

’lfI aid to tr\f—he wasn’t. Make mlstakes and try again.

Be erly Justuys, and Bit Carver.

gumi, or pme—-—amthmq that will split easily. Starting with a froe and mal-
~let and ending with a wedge and glut {wooden wedgo), split the log into
two pieces through the heart as shown in Plate 87. Don’ t use the glut unless
you can see all the way through the split. :

“Now the ol'timers, we always used the wooden maul to drive our
w edges with. The' wedges were iron, byt they always used a wooden maul to
drive "em with hecause it protected the metal tools we had?”

With a hand axe hew off the inside surface of one of the halvés." (See The

1 : ) ' g

a - B B

. ! . ._ ng
- - A

: ;,_mal\e ot of 1t, and have enough 1magmatlon to see how It wﬂl look before.

:_ one I'try to get different curves. In fact, I don’t feet there s any-straight line.-
Nature doesn’t deal with straight lines. The only thmg that I can recall-

close enough to be exactly- ahke thev ‘might be s1m1lar but thev worL,t be -

him. But he also left the friends he had made and some:of the.things-he

: G The 1n‘~truct1ons for making a tray like the ones he ‘made follow. Don t be
Article b1 Don MacNeil, Tom Carltan Ray McBnde Scott McKay, :

_ Select a good piece of wood at least four or five .'"in"ches longer l;h-gﬂllfu };Qu
want the tray to be. Mr. Harrison uses poplar, maple, cherry, salnut, black

%
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Foxfire Book, “Tools and Skﬂb”for a demnipnon ofthe maul and glut,

.and the proper way to hcw a piece of wood.) The half must be hewn so the

“ top and bottom will have parallcl surfaces. In Plate 88, Mr. Harrison meas-

ures down 334" frgm the top of the tray and marks for the bottom. %ee,

now that three and three- fourths inches doesn’t mean anything except'in

* this particular block. Sonuﬁunes1tﬂ be nine or ten Hmhcs ﬁwhen] I'll be
. working on a big block.” /o ‘

S \V&ﬂithefrqe hesphisthe\vood on the line marked. It will run out and’
f ‘the hewing will have to bc finished w1th an axe. Mr. Harrison says you
: could also use a planer if VOLi wished. You rmght want to tack cleats on the
: “end of the block and clamp the wood down as shown in Plate 8g to makc it
: ayerto hew. : -

' i \Ir Harrison works the top of the block to a umform width, then hews
the two surfaces. Once that is done, you are ready to mark off the pattern
' for the tray, as shown m Plate go. Mr. Harrison does this mostiy by feel for

how the tray will 100m In this case, the actual tray had to be shortened be-
_',caube of the crack \151{51(: in the lower right part of Plate g1. You can check
‘your.progress with tHis photo as you mark outthe tray, The dlstance be-
" tween the % 7.Jines 1§'not important, but it must be uniform.”

First, mark a leng ‘thwise center line 8.3 1) running the entire length of
" the block.«In this c;e the block was 1114” wide, so Mr. Harrison came in
from the edge 534 jfor the center line. j
From one end of the block, measure in about 2 “and mark a line (#2)
perpendicutar to the center line. The 2 are for the handle of the tray. You
can leave more of less depending on how far you wish the handles to ex-
tend. The handled won't extend the full 2”, naturally, as they will be worked .

down. f ' , )
i |
] ,
.
2 3 — jf’ z & ——— e 4§
P
wif
P \
:
il
i
4
8 N
1 — _
B
| B )
? < EEE ‘
' |
] . |
? | .
l |

PLATE 90




100 - : ' o FOXFIRE 4;
11 a chip stlcl-.s to the blade of y‘our adze stop and take it off. If you don’ t, -
the chip might make your adze bounce and ruin the tray or cut you. You
must be guided by \ouf"feel in this step, so work slowly until -the bowl is
roughed out to the point shown in, Plate 98 Mr. Harrison then.scrapes the
4b_0w] with tools he’ has made for th1s purpose then sands it.

pers, use a pi old a.temper well,
-and ﬂare one end. Bend the ﬂared end down at an angle shghtl better than
. 9o® and put an edge on it. After scrapmg and sandmg, put the bowl aside
to dry for two to three weeks. g : ‘
. Now mark the bottom of the tray in the same way you marked the curva-
“ture of the top. Mr. Harrison says a-10” (length) bottom was about rlght

' for a 167 tray. Mark 5 ’ from each side of the short center line, and- as huch
Looas you want on each side of the long center line. After doing this, turn the
'tra) over and mark it as shown in Plate gg. The areas marked with an “X”

are to be cut out w1th a saw, These new, outer lines are drawn so they will

@

)

_ PLATE 98

PLATE 99
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run’ par:illei to the arc of the tray gxsﬂfar as possible from the intersection of ...

the bawl arc and one of the X8 lines. If these lines do not intersect one ‘of

the' %7 lines'and the edge of the tray at the same point, draw another line

parallel to the #7 lines from the point where:the slanting outer line inter- .

sects the edge, and carry this to the other side of the Bowl so that the two

new lines have . the same angle. The inner lines are. drawn tangent to the

bowl arc at its mtersectlon with the first # 7 line. Continue the outer lines

out with a handsaWw. Saw in toward the handle along the’ anglc you've just

_marked on the sides of the tray, stoppmg alittle before, you reach the han-
~ dle lines ( X8). Then spht off these pieces of wood. EuLaIQHgJehe mner—— "]
“liries perpendu,ulzu to the top of the tray. . '

down the edge, to give you a better idea of the shape; and cut the: sections

You can now begin to shape the outside of the tray with a chisel. Work -

"+ _the blocks left at the handles déwn with thé chisels until they are about

114" thick. Once the tray is roughly shaped, coat it with linseed oil and 'set

it gside to dry. This may take from two to six weeI\s depending on the -

weather and the wood, 5o test it from time to time by feehng o see if the
wood is thoroucrhly dry. I : -
Plate 100 shows Mr. Harrlson marking off the handles. The innermost
line connects the intersections of the arc of the outside of the bowl and the
two lines already drawn for the width ‘of the: handle. Drop back from that
hnf: 114" for the outer line of the handle. Measure in from the w1cfth lines
3

handle off at the outer line, leaving the handle 114" long. .,

/

" PLATE 100 - PLATE 101 D

” and make a mark. Then draw lines as shown in Plate 100. Saw the.




PLATE 103

.

\[easure down f1om the ‘top of handde about /4 and make a mark as

'shown in Plate tor. The scratch _gauge you see shown here makes this an
L casy job, L\mo a rasp, curve the wogd ‘from the top of the handle to this

peint, Contmue the width lines of the hanidle down the -end of thé block

e Plate 102).. meg a chisel, form the sides of the handle into these lines.
You.may want to slope the underside of the handle up as shown in Plate
' "103 - Use a rasp to finish the curves, then sand the handle.

The ﬁmsh for the tray is your choice. Mr. Harm%on used a mixture of hn-
seed oil and turpentine (two parts to one)! If you mtend to make bread.in

(it, Mr. Harrison recommends that you rub lard or Vegetable oil mto the
wood to avoid giving the br ead a bad taste.

]

ALEX MARTIN, WOODEN BOWL MAKER

We went to see Alex Martin after a friend informed us that he made

- wooden dough trays, spoomns, and rélliﬂg"'ping. We found his house at the =
end of a rutted, dirt road far back in the hills. Alex was on the back porch of

his little house working on one of the trays-when we arrived.. .
He lives alone; surrounded by a good supply of wood for. hlS work In his -

. hard-packed clay yard, we could see large halved logs and wood chips clut-

tered around.:The pdrch was filled with the tools he uses. A well stood in
the yard across from the porch, and in back of the house we could see his
corn patch and his beehives. There was even'a combination sawmill/ grist-

-mﬂl run by an abandoned six-cylinder Chevrolet motor.

" Alex is an interesting person. He has done many different things durmg

‘his life. He has operated gristmills (one he overhauled during World War

11 was so efficient that it could grind a bushel of meal in two and a-half
mmuteb ﬂdt; ; he has filed saws, and made kmves out of brol\en saw blades

5 ! Nl
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once he even had a syrup mill that he hauled around to rhake "sorghum’ for
neighbors in the fall (he got a third of the syrup as payment). He has made
ox vokes, and hec has made splitwrail ferices and strung them out’ agfoss

Y

mountainsides. - : :
And he is fuﬂ of knowledge of life in tht, mountains. He l\nows for examt
~ ple, that the hest time to castrate a hog is when the signs are in the knees * N
“and going down; and that to keep rabbits out of -a’ garden you can set seine,
glass-jars out \wth th(’ lids off, The wind l)lowmg over the tops of the jars e
makes a sound that scares them off. And he warns you. that the best: wayto'
' pl’mt is ot by puttm‘rf fertilizer into the rows with the sced but by putting -
~the seed in and covering it and then putting the fertilizer on’ top That way
U birds won't ¥ to go thréugh the fertilizer to get at the seeds. -
He s also full of stories. As he worked he told us many. One of his fav or-
. ites was the story of a white man who. owned a dog with'a short tall and an
‘Indian who had a long “tailed dog. The. short- tailed dog was always outrun-
fﬂnmtr the other, and one day ‘the Indian asked why his dog was always being
'-ou.trun The white. man told him that his dog’s long tail slowed it down, and
'.__":helof_feled to cut it off. The Indian agreed, so he put the dog’s tail on a’
_ f-,stuth and cut it off~~but too short. The Indian, in alarm, cried, “7T"oo fast,
too fast, b\ damn!” ' : A |
* The main reason that we went to see him, however, was that we were in-
terested in ﬁndmg out how to make the bread. trays he is famous for (he-
* sells 2ll he can rhake throuch the Georgia Mountain Arts Craft Cooperatwc
in Tallulah Falls, Georg;la) The wood he usually uses is yellow poplar, but
. he also'likes walnut. He carves the bowls while the wood is still green, and if -
the wood starts to crack as it dries out {which rarely happens) he” advises
painting a coat of linsced oil-on the bowl. ' 7
The directions for m)akmg one fotlow. Before -we left, we all tried our
- _hand-'at 1t, and p?oﬁtf:d/ign‘-th.a{ that is one more thing we now knov how to
. de, . o - P
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PLATE 104 .Alex does much of

-his }nckyard

his work on his back porch and in



PLATE . 1605 When  making .
bowls, Alex first halves a block of
wood; traces an -oval pattern on
“the flat surface, and, with a chain
saw, makes a few cuts down into
the block to make the hewing go
a little faster. Qf wourse, before -
chain saws, he had to leave out’
this short cut.

o Tl

R : . )
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< PLATE 106 Next He prepares tg hack aul the cénter, of

ws -

the bow! with his c,per’sq{fz,ﬁ.‘ DR S o
. K K . Ped . e



“PLATE 107+ Despite his more

“.castial - technique {when com- -

pared to the methodical approach
of Dick Harrison), Alex is actu-
ally very careful to stay within
-the penciled oval he has marked
on the top surface.

PLATE, 169 Fmally using the hammer and chisel, Alex hews out the outmde BULT

PLATE 108 He also shapes the
bowl by using a hammer and
chisel as he begins to- get closer
and closer ‘to the critical points.
Here, Roy Dickerson, the author

.of this' chapter, tries his hand at

it.

faces, and then does the final shaping and smoothmg with a wood rasp and sqndpaper

\
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FIDDLE MAKING

1

hen we started the research
WOn banjo makers that was
published in Foxfire 3, one-

: _'thmg naturaly led to another and we soon found that we had a list of fid-
: __dle makers as well. We interviewed three of them and the results of those
*interviews make up this chapter. )

< One of the men, ‘Harley Thomas, turned up in our own’ backyard

Though we had known' him and worked with him for years (splnmng
wheels, caskets, furniture, mill wheels), we never suspected he made instru-
~ments as well. I guess we neveriasked him. Or he never thought to te}l us.
That happens a lot here. . ‘

Harvey ]. Miller of Greenmpuntain, North Carolina, found the other
two men for us. One lives neay Harvey in the Pigeon Roost Commumty,
the other lives outside Bai\ersw le. _ SR

- To introduce this chapter we all thought that an appmpnate beginning
_m1ght be the following fine. piece of material from a Lawton Brooks inter-

: v:ew that we never found an approprlate spot for untti ROW. ,

. The\ was lots of people I used t "play with: Oh, I have ‘played w1th Bill
" Lamb. Sure have. Me an’ Bill played right out here at th’York House. An’ -
-that old man out at Mountain CltY*hlS wife an’ me always used t’dance—
‘Hilliard Taylor. They had a little place built, a little dance  hall, It's

still. there. They had’em. on Saturday nights. ‘%omctlmes they’d have’ em
thmugh the week when big cr owds was up. I got t'going out there to’em-—
« we had some awful good times. We just ddnced had some of the best dan-
cin’ you ever seen, Now back at home, we had- to have our danceg in the
houses. Back then’ they d give us a dance, some of th’people would. Some
of'em didn’t believe'in it, didn’t want t'have no dances, some of’em. It tick-

‘ “led most old folks t! give a dance. Well, they’d glve us their biggest room in

e the house—they’d tlean it all out. Us boys would all go out, y know, and.
e get up wood an’ stuff a.head of tlme for the folks thave good firewood. We

P
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did that, so the old folks could set an” enjoy themselves, so they'd give us an-
other dance. When they gave us.one, we'd git up enough wood t'do’em a

clear ever'thing out of the way, an’ set those old kerosene lights in the
corner, v'know, so we could-see—seemed like then 1 could see as good by
“ them as I can by electric hghts now. An’ so we’ ’d have the awfullest dance
you ever seen, An' we'd dance sometimes awa\ long after rmdmght Us
bovs, we'd get busy for them dances, whether we wanted to work or not.
© 7 We'd all go wor like the devil t'get t'go plav We'd move everythlng out of
the room—used whichevér room was the biggest. Most times it was
~ th'dinin’ room. The music makers, they'd git "right up in one cormer. An’

~much them davs. An’ then me an’ "old Arthur Yeung—hwe used t'make lots

.of music, We'd go t'hotels down-there at Hayesville [North Carolinaj, blg
o hotelq the Herbert~they had some big'uns ¥ But just around in the commu-
: nm oh we d ha\e two'r'three a week all th’time. We never mlssed asweek
" of not having a dance, Saturda} ‘especially. An’ sometimes two'r t;hrce dur-
‘ing th'week. We didn’ t git no pay for that now, without it iwaswell, what
~vou'd call a blq shot nows, he might pitch- in fifty ceénts. They'd set a.hat

down if anybody wanted t'donate anything. Lots of’em mavbe would put in

.we'd get up a Pretty good hatfull Pretty good payday. I have made as hlgh
as fifteen dollars in.a night: Back:in them da’ys that was. lots of money..

-~ justin a httie while. .. :
Me an’ Florepce lived on that f01 a long, long time after we was marrlcd
work then.  Back in what they ‘called “Hoover Days.”” Always said, “He
come In as Premdent a. do]lar a day an”’a pcan‘ of ‘bveralls is enough for a

- workin’ man.” ; ' .
“An’ that's all tht} got An they s s’ many people wanted work, you
couldn t find nobody had" any: money. People who had maoney jiist set down
" “on it'r'somethin’. They didni’t circulate it.°So all the way we had any money
in our pockets a'tall was t'go tthem dances an’ we'd git a few nickels’r'dol-

in corn’r’meat’r'something you could eat. They cpuld pay'me in that, but
they didn't have no money tturn loose. . . e T

",

We had some of the awfullest times you ever seen. And ﬁrhen we broke

room an’ all cleaned up.”Cause sec, it was'jn a-community—we | knowed’em

all an’ they all knowed us. The women an’ men stayed rlght around there
- N ) ‘ ¢ ‘
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month'r’two. Haul it in, put it right where they could get it. They’d just- -

. they'd come rlqht around by us, y'see. We had t'bow right up in the corner., |
It always fell my luck t'help make the music, an’ [ didn’t git t'dance too

"1 nickel, some ol'em a dime, some of'em didn’t. put in nethin’. Some da)?s '
That'd took me fifteen hard days't work that out, when I made~1¢ there. "

"1f it badn’t been for that, I dQn"t know what e’ d *w’tlene. You couldn’t glt "

lars’r’ qomethmg Outside of that you'd go wor,k for a man_he d.pdy you '

@

up the dance then we sta\ea by gosh till ever'thing was put back in the - )
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till we got ever'thing fixed back in the roem like they had it. An’ then we'd

all go home. It wadn’t no time then till they asked if we wanted another
one. ' : - _ , R

- Oh, the old folks did dance! They danced just the same as thlyoung-
uns. They shore did. They had just as much fun as we had out of it.

You “didn’t see no little'uns. That’s th’reason’ we had s'much better
. dances, They'd just sit back. They didn’t git in there t’bother nothin’.

They’d go t'th’house; m1ght be a gang of’em,. but they wadn’t in thefe in
th’way. It was a all grown folks” dance. It Was nice. I’m a’tellin’ you, it was.
~ §'nice, I’d just like for it t’be back an’ get tgo to another one’r two like that.
~ Sometimes they had food cooked t’eat if anybody wanted teat anything.
' Always kept somethin’ in there, for'em. teat on, but they didn’t take tlmc
t'eat much; ever’body was too much interested in that dancin’.

W e had such a good sober time.: You didn’t see no drunks, nothin’ that
~‘went on out of th’ way. Never dld scé no trouble in a dance in my life’ till -
- after T moyed here an’ got Ugoing t'these dance halls. Then I seen a
fight'r'two. But back where T was, it was as rough a cohntrv as you ever

S ‘seen, but evér'thing was sober. They come sober an’ they left sober. Becausc
L they knowed if they went wrong, That'd be th’last one that théy’d git/t’go to,

“cause they knowed them folks wouldn’t have nary another one arcn,[lnd em.
They’d say, “Well, if you can’t beat that, never be another one at my
. house.” >

They knowed what was comin’ up We aIl knowed what was comin’ up,
so we all stayed straight.
Oh, I do remember the names of some. of the songs1 We had that old

' “Cripple Creek,” an’ “Free a Little Bird,” an’ “Down th’Road,” an’
’ “Shout Lou”—that’s one they always wanted us t'play. Oh, we had lots™ -

: of’emn, sister. I just don’t remember how ‘many they was, but,we had lots.
' of’em. Used t’be a man-could just pick up a fiddle; I could pick anything

' " he played I still b’lieve T could. But T just can’t do nothmg myself I just

can’t git it in'm’fnintd just right, like it oughta be.

The women, they was awful good t stay an’ clean up._ Oh they d sweep,

“

“sometimes even mop th’house before we left, But anyway, we had a whole™ -

lot nicer times than they have at dances now. I know that, Lots better. You
__.could take your girl to a dance then,.dance all night, then take her home.

~When we got married, I had t'make th’music and Florence’d do the dag!l- -

cin’. She couldn’t dance with me. . Wadn’t no point in her just sittin® there,

so she danced. I got hooked to th'music all th’time. We just played square

dance music-I used t'’know all-the steps They were all the same as. :they

have now.

. They had the “grapevine twist.” Boy, that’d kill you! And the Georgia
“rang tang.” We had the same thing they have now. Shore did. Sometimes

§
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somebod} d jump out there an’ buck dance a 11ttle anybody who could
- buck dance. : < T P

Now they have so many more of these cloggers an’ thlngs thcy ve
‘changed the dancin’ around. That cloggin’ businessis different, from a
square dance. They kindly of buck dance around, arid call it cloggin’. We,
used to just kindly skip our féet. The way we done, we played the ﬁggers
[figures], we didn’t care about ‘the dancin’. Just do every figger when' it B
was. called, do it JiKe it was supposed t'be done. Thcn y never rncssed up ,

9 with your partner. v :
- They always had t'have a extra man Cecall [not thc ﬁddlcr oL’ ban]o M/‘
picker] all th’'time. Earl Anderson was the-best man 1 cver ‘heard "t’call.
He run a hardware there in Hayesville, We played the same figgers they
do now, but we done it s’'much better than- they do naw you ought t’just
see th'difference. I'd just like 'have me about: sixteen_‘on the floor like we
used to back then when we used t’dance, an’ let you see. We could ]ust =
play one whole outfit by ourselves, an’ Just show you the difference.

We didn’t have no special name for our music, but the ‘people dldnt _
want nothin’ but a fiddle an’ a banjo. They didn’t have no gu1tars nor
nothin” like that. They said they.could dance as good again with just that.

And Tl still argue that with’em. It’s a whole lot better—take a man who'

can play a banjo an’ a fiddle right thcre, an’.you get out there, an’ you cani

do as good again dancin’ as you can with these oI’ guitars an’ these ol -

pianers an’ things. All that damn noise agoin’—half th’time you can’t hear L

your figgers—the man a’callin’ the music. You ta,l\e'a,'ﬁddlé' an’ a banjo, an’.
- you kin hear ever'thing that man says. Me an’ F lorence. qult when thcy
started up with all them bands an’ thmgs A B

- - ° .
- . , =
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THE HARLEY THOMAS VARIETY

‘Harley Thomas has been one of our favorite contacts for a- long tnne‘ .
Durmg the early years of Foxfire, Harley vitally contributed to our issue én”
log cabin building, a$ he was one of only two people who could show us
how to nétch the logs. His demonstration included the detailed intricacies of
the difficult dovetail notch (see The Foxfire Book, pages 66— 73) Harley
also showed us how to make a spinning wheel, and his expertise in its con-
struction was somethmg to see (see Foxfire 2, pages 194-95). Harley

-~ —agreed to show us how to -make a fiddle, but before we relate these instruc-

@

tions, we would like to tell you a little bit about Harley Thomas.
Harley was born on December 2, 1892, in the Skeener community of
Macon County, North Carolina. Except for a per1od of eight years during

L B
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which he lived in Alto, Georgla Harley has always r{made hlS home in
Macon Countx He marrlcd Fannie Bradley on Septemhex 2, 1912. »
Harley has made fiddles since the early twenties and ﬂle learned how to
make thém by observing “‘old Mgm GurIev, who lived 1n Bdldwm Georgia.
Harlcj. has made a total o_f twelve fiddles during his lifetime and each one
was perfectly crafted. He surprised us all, however, by saying that he could

':complete a fiddle from scratch'in -one week. He has his own sawmill and -

carefully selects and cuts his wood for his fiddles, He also uses his sawmill to’
cut other wood since he is a skilled. woodworker., Harley makes gun cabi-

= "r'léts;' shelves; and other furniture as well as spinning wheels and’ fiddles. He.
“alse used to make caskets when there was a demand, '

roo

Several older fiddles that Harley has collccted over the years ‘hang in- “his _
shop One he treasures in particular was given to him-by Fate Long of the

- Betty’s Créek community. He clearly remembers. -how He obtamed this

fiddle, ‘and we thouqht it only propeg to.give you H’ll‘lﬁ} s account of»th1s
story: ,
oI hought Fate Long’s timber up there on his place and moved & sawmlil

in there and I boarded with him. He had that fiddlé back there and: he
~ found out 1 could play a fiddle. He had me playing the fiddle about every

mght till bedtime' I didn’t have a fiddle at that time and ;hev wanted me

to play down here at a party,’ and I borrowed his Afiddle. T told him I

wanted to horrow it and play it. He said, You take that fiddle ahd you
keep it till T call for it He died out and never did call for it and I still got
1t HIS folks just told'me to keep it because he told me to.”

ROBBIE MOORE AND RANDAIL HARDY *

%

PLATE 110 Harley Thomas with ofie of his fiddles.




g PLATE 111 Harley used a homemade -
§ _plane to shape the top and b'lck of the
: ﬁddle " .

s

Fm* ( §pmc¢t) ' Batk (m aple)
5:_::4. x EEéﬁm -r :T._f

W
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PLATE 112 The patterns used for the fiddle's top and back, Fhese are each made of
two pieces of wood 3473157 X4)4" that are glued. side by side lengthwise ‘with ©
Elmer’s Glue. {The fiddle i held together only by glue.) The top is made of spruce to
produce the best sound. All other parts are made of maple-{curly maple is best) ex-
cept the finger board, which is ebony The d1agrams indicate how. the top and back
should be shaped, and the areas to be ’ ‘dug out.’




113°W 1Lh thes plmqe, % PLATE 114 Harley.smoothes
Harle) h;}pes out the top and the ... the sides with a rattail file.

» PLATE 115 The “ribs” or sides of the fiddle are thin strips of maple 114" wide,
" andare soaked in “hot water until pliable and then placed in wooden forms to harden
in the corréct shape. Blocks of maple-—174”- hlghAare placed at each end of the top
) hold the ribs secure {see Plate+120)

R




PLATE 116. Double linings, in-
_ dicated by thcf arrows, provide
" strength for the. sides. Ping hold
these in place until the ghie is'dry
(see whité arrow: on Plate 120}

¢

PLATE 117 The neck of the
‘fiddle has been cut out of a block
of maple g”Xx2W4”X 24", It is
s'haped with a 'pocketknif_e and
sindpaper. The end may have
any design you want. Pegs are
tapered so they ' will  tighten in =
their holes. :

PLATE 118 The neck is “dove-
‘tailed” Into-a :%4”-high block ofe
‘maple (see Plate 119).
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9 . Diagrams show dimensions and shape

“ PLATE 11
neck.

of finger board and c[o.vetail“ing; of

PLATE
completed

120 Overall . view
top. Note bass bar

+ (dark arrow)} which is 7" to 8"

e’

fong and 4” square tapered at
the ends. Also note pin.holding the

lining, as mentioned in Plate 116.

PLATE 121

made of ebony and stained with

black ink. Arrow denotes tapered

wedge that gives. slight angle to
the finger board (see Plate 119
for diagram of finger board}.

of

The finger board is:




oy
L

PLATE 122

" Ball ens of shrmgs
‘ :fd‘ af 1'"’,’5

Diagram of tailpiece and"b:ﬁdgé.

Tn;rfm cﬁsﬁw?,.

batds il /zyece-
mpfmc-

4 f?‘rwq /"w/ dmg

PLATE 123 After a sound post
{a small dowel 4" in diameter
connected to the top and back on
the inside of the fiddle—see Plate
143 in _Clarence Rathbone’s

variety} is inserted and a tailpiece

and ‘bridge (see arrows) are
added, Harley . demonstrates the
final'product.

e




- the precision required, he drills the holes for the tuning pegs.
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THE GARRETT ARWOOD VARIETY A

Garrett Arwood mai-(cé his fiddles much the same as Harley Thomas
made those in the preceding section. ‘Garrett, as do most mountain fiddle

__"rnal\ers chooses spriice for the top (soundboard) because of -its good tone
" quality. The rest of his instrument is shaped from curly maple which is
selected for its beauty. As soon as the tree is chosen, cut, planed to a 34"~

:"thICkHC‘N and cured, he begins shapmg the top and back using tools and
gauges he manufactures in his shop. Both the top and back are cut from
solid 34"“planks, unless wood is scarce and large enough pieces can’t be.

* found, in which case Garrett will join two pieces together side by side with

S -'EImer s Glue (Plates 125—31). The effect in sound is no different, and he
" has made fiddles both ways. The strips that Garrett uses for the sides are

cut from curly maple approxnnately Y6” thick, and must be cured for at
least a year. He must be careful not to cut them against the grain for they
would most likely split. When properly cured, they are shortened to the cor-
rect length and boiled in. water until saturated and thoroughly pliable.
- 'Then he presses the wet strips into shape using his homemade forms as illus-
trated in Plates 133-34. The maple must be left to dry for at least twenty- .
four hours while in these molds. ~
Using such tools as a saber saw, rasp, chisel, and knife, Garrett carves the

¥

neck ahd shroll, and rasps the edges smooth (Plates ‘135—36). Because of V |

=

The remainder of the job is,.for the most part, assembly, With all the
pieces laid out, Garrett begins gluing the neck and back together, “and thenf’
' concentrates on attaching the dried sides. This must all be’ clamped and set
to dry overnight. The l1n1ng strips and reinforcing blocks are ad@Led next

and everything is sanded to  accommodate the top. When snugly fitt hc -

- top-is glued and clamped, as is the finger board (Plates 137—38). The
ting of the sound post comes next and must:be handled dehcately Plate
139 ). The bridge, tailpjece, and- pegs are the/only remaining items to'be at-
~ tached before the final step of elther varmshmq or staining (Plate. Il}O)
Garrett’s fiddles have a tone and fcchng all their own. He' takes a lot of
pride and enjoyment in the instruments he makes, and many a friend and

neighbor has enjoyed the spirit of Garrett Arwood’s fiddles.
| o . : DOUG CORNELL

Photographs by Ken Cronic.




'A’PLATE 125 The patterns Garrett uses to check the slopes and shapes of the fiddle
pieces, ' : . s } .




PLATE 126 His set of hornemade chisels, many made of olc\ files. ‘
\

.




PLATE 128 Garrett's = home- - -« PLATE 129 Garfett shapes the .

made vises. . . inside concave surfaces and the
) outside convex surfaces of the top
: e s ~and back wit his chisels. ? '
' : - R ¢ B k]
/ ‘$ '

PLATES 130-731 He checks the slopes and depths with his patterns, :




PLATE 132 The back and two strips
used for the long curves on one side of
the fidde. .

PLATES 133-134 _The sides are clamped into forms as shown.

PLATE 135 Canfiné the scroll of the
neck. - T ) .




PLATE 137 The top is ready to be
glued to the back and sides. Note the
blocks at either end of the back to
which the sides are glued, the-double
lining, and the triangular support blocks

where the sides come together in the
middle. : :

PLATE 138 The neck is ‘now giﬁed
onto the body of the fiddle,

PLATE 139 Garrett adds the sound

post with th¢ help of a curved, sharp-

ened wire. He slips it into the middle
of the instrument and wedges the post
into place, then pulls-the wire out.




e
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PLATE 140 Then he adds the tail-
piece, sirings, and bridge.

PLATE 141 ‘Garrett Arwood qhous us
the ﬁmshcd fiddle.

" v

THE CLARE’\TCE RATHBONE VARIETY

Clarence Rathbone js another one.of the great)people th,at Harvey M1ller
introduced us to. He and his famlly live at the end. of a narrow gravel road
near the top of a mountain miles from the closest town ‘Bakersvﬂle He
made his first fiddle in 1661, and gave'it to his'son as a present. ¥'s not for
sale. He may make some in the future for sale, but he hasn't decided yc‘e

For this particular fiddle, the top is made from a 34 -thlck sohd piéce of
white spruce (the longer seasoned the better). The back 1 s %”y‘ﬁddlc—
back™ or curly maple, chiseled out and seasoned. The topand hack are both
inlaid with white hwkor\ str:ps The groove for the strips was cut out w1th a
pocketknife, The strips were plarcd into boiling water to soften, then pldLCd
into the groove. The sides, he called *

‘ribs,” are of cured curly maple % ¢

thick. He put them into boiling water, then placed ‘them into the forms.:

until they dried. Once dried, they could be rcmoved and would not Iosc
Shape

=

-




'FIDDLEJ MAKING, = 5 B N 3
Nt 0
. Thc neck/head is anc solid piece of curly maple and was Carved out with
. a pocketknife. The bridge is made of curly maple, The pegs, finger board,

and tailpiece are all made' of boxwood, then painted with a coat of black

-enamel."Both pegs and: tauL,pwce are inlaid with mother-of-pearl. N

To assemble, he glutd a 6”-long’ bass bar on the underside of the top so
that it runs directly und(:r the bass string. Next, he glued the ribs together
and held them with “CH cld,mps After that, he put in triangular posts-for
added bracing iri the?‘@omeﬁs Then he: Orlued the hnm% in and added the '

w F

' top, hack, and neck at. ‘E'H& sAme . t1me and clamped it together. K1s
- After he had it setoup,. Clarerice added the spund post under the ﬁrst
- ;SII‘IHC" ~md (fneulv unger *the bridge - (see Plate 143) He then stamed it V\ch

S ﬁddle stain, rulsbed | ]stmlﬂ Wwith a rag, and put on two coats Qf cleat* lacquer
o Then he added the an;i«lplece and strmcrs T N

:= . e .k . . . * ° . " N i
Wowoa .+ JEFF LANE
." LA S ) . h ‘ .o

fot‘ocmpns bw, K@n Cronic.

L
. I -
i r"-t -

otk PLATE 1;2 Claréice Rathbone with the fiddle he made.
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PLATE 144 The forms that .
Clarence uses to shape the sides .
or “ribs.”




k

PLATES 145-146 Views of the head of hls fiddle. The fldea for the lion’s head came
from a-fiddle his father owned. Clarence remembers seeing the lion’s head as a hoy,
and w1th his Case knife, carved the hcad on his own fiddle. -

L ) PL%TE 14”!? The back of CIarences
oo fddle.

PLATE 148 The top of his fiddle is
infaid - with -~ a. white hickory strip

{arrow s



1::'3"1nely gratefui’ to Harvey for introducing’ us. Tom was born in’ 1879. Al-

. _plow He raised forty Lushels of potatoes this year : :
\1ember5 of his large family live nearby and are in constant touch, but he
-.stl.ll prefers to live ‘alone, do his own:housework, and let his shop keep hm

gut)v : : :
. His brother had a blac}\smlth shop out of which came knives, rlﬂes gram
- cradies, fiddles—and just about anything else. o
o Tom still doesh't use glasses. “'1 read the Bible without them And I read
e rrewspapers, letters, see there [pomtmg to two twelwe inch hlgh stacks of

o Flom people. Relation people.”.
- Tom €ampbell s energy ‘humbles us:

'\»i

~’lrtzc!e and photogmphs by Tom Carlton and Gena M{:Hugh |

T
.,

“My dadd\: was.seven year old in the Cwﬂ War, That's what he always

two of us.brothers living. The rest are dead. I was the first born.
“We had a log house. My daddy built it. He was a pretty good carpen-

‘fby hand]. Just rough lumber, you know. That was before there were. saw-

ki

_though he doesn’ plow with a horse anymore,: he still farms using a push

“mail]. I don't get many! Any that ain’t just latemture That’ 5 real letters.

told us. He lived a hundred years, eleven months, and ten days. They s Just :

ter. He'd build weatherboard houses and work evéry speck of the timber

'THOMAS CAMPBELL,
PLOW-STOCK MAKER

.« a we met Tom ='C@1npbell" :
Wthrouqh Harve} Miller’s
o generosity, and we' re genu-

 busy."Out pf that tiny shop-comes a flood of hand- shaped handles for every ;
tool imaginable, apple-butter stirregs in two sizes, hoes (he rivets'a picce of: ‘
.@, Crosscut saw blade to the oiél sh,ank and 1dds a few handle: “They don’t °
never wear out.”), and plow stocks. He's slowed down a httlew—rhe used to 7

_ make banjos too (he made them from a solid poplar or white Spru(,e rim, a;.s"/-' '
qroundhog or house-cat’ hide tad\ed ol fer a‘head, and strmgs made of cat '



.IQ’?
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PLATE llq 'I honns CampbcH

' ‘-I]IIHQ 'Ihe\. d rive hoards out Of water: odl\ for door% shu[tﬂm an 1 to cover .
“the house wrth My qnnddddd\ did it the'same way. They'd l)loql\ [the tree
"-tmnl\‘ out-ay wide as you wanted the, hoards [see The Foxfire Boo:’u page
- 46 lhc old m le was three Teet lorw they'd Jap them over six inches. All

that Jumber was to h’md dress,- [hen it was to Jomt—~h1d to gauge it and

" Joint it--and then all these facings and trimmings to.cut; two edges and a

'T(Lce vou f}\nm\\ to nail up. Hdd our Loo]s to . tOﬂUuC cmd groove. w 1th, all.

lhat

HWhen they built a ]ogI hquw Lhu only used a lnoadaxc and a chopping
axe.That's ] theyhad. And a froc to rive boards with. There was 1o locks
on the doors. Ko windows - just holes. They'd, cut out medowsj heside
the chimney to give light to the fireplace room. Cooked on the fireplace.
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“} Ell’l’llhﬁ‘* madc 1t hdrd Tt was hard hvmor back then They was no
_money, no jobs, Hio work, you sec. Only Just clearl%g and building fence and
making/corn and taters and stuff like that back in these mountains.

"“\Iother ‘wove. blankets. ‘Old Bill Grmdstaf’f used ‘to make Jooms hack

over here where I was boranreasy Crcek._,[We had.one he made] And .

my. grandmother wove cloth to make pants-out of and stuff like that. And. . -

'.=Dadd) made shoes; got leather and ‘made us shoes. Only got one pair a -
"_“wmter ‘He made’ em in‘the fall, you sce, “and we had to wear thern all win-’
ter: If we wore’em:-out,’ we, went barefooted. T've seen a lot of klds bare- .
'-ifooted ‘and it as cold as whiz. Go to sehool thataway. B1g heavy frosts and’
'f--the\ hadn't got no shoes. One man lived right at us and his children—half
-é,of them—nexer had a“shoe to. their foot all wiriter. They’d go outdoors,
) 'thouqh and paddle ‘arourid in the snow. And didn’t have;no outhouses
) then ‘They wasn't even thought of. People just went to the woods. )
R remember when they wadn’t a speck of lamip oil. They had no lamp
:_ .:011 ‘when I was a hoy. Not a match. Had to kindle a fire with-a flint. Take
: 'one of these flints; and they wasa ‘maple that has what you call the ‘punk’
in'it. You take that-flint and your knife and Jay this punk down and you.

thrﬂ«.e the back of the, closed knif¢ blade agdmst the flint] till it'll spark,  *
-vou know. And that puni\ Il catch the spark and then you blow it and keep '

ablowin’ il it flames, and then you add stavings and build you a fire. It'd
just-spread right out and burn like whiz; you know. Blow it a little and get a
blaze and pick it up and put it in a ﬁrep}ace mnd put you sorne shavmgs on
it and first thing you Enow you had a fire. I see’d my daddy a many a time
~get down on his knees and kindle a fire when I'was a lxttle hoy. '

“{For hghtJ he’d go over here in leestone Cove and take him a sack

~and his axe, and he’d hew out these rich.‘pine knots® and split’em up into
- splinters. Then he d hght one and stick 1t in the chlmney someplau: for -.
,'_llhght R - SRR '

- “And then another wa.v—MotheI would put hog s lard in a pmt cup and
' .tmst her a piece of cloth into.a wick and. push if down 1 therc and light
“that wick, and that fire would draw that lard oil rlght up in that wick.
‘She’d set that on-the t’tble and we'd eat breakfast before daylight.

‘_‘_\/Iothers first stove was a number six-step stove.- Then they come a

- seven—a bigger one, you. know. It's an iron stove up on four legs—
A htti : ﬂat fellm Thc:) s two caps [eyes| down here, and then, it raises up a
ittle and thu 5 two, .caps up here. They re a good cook stove. They come in
about seventy ﬁve years ago. :
~ “Big Charles Hughes-up here, he got him one when they,first come in,
: -_‘you know. And he built a fire in it—had good dry wood—and it got red hot
on top' And hl§ wife was named Tl}‘f He said, ‘Tlll that stove is going to.
blovs up' Gct Q bud\ct of Vv’ltf:l to throw on it to cool it down.’ \nd he
: v ' . f .

{
}




A
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threw that water on there and busted that stove all to pieces..] know right
‘where the house was. Been in it a many of a time. Big old log house. Thqt ‘
was before I was married. It ruined his stove. Had to buy him another one.
. ““I went to school. Had to walk three mile back. up on the mountain. Had
_that.blue back spelling -book: But I\ncver learnt” to figger none. I didn't
know a thing about arithmetic, But T've learnt someway. You can’t figger
. [cheat] me out of nothing. I can figger with any of’emn. I've got it up here’
[tapping head]. Wént to school two years off and on, but the ‘school only

Uwent th_rﬂf’, months [a Mﬁar] durmg the winter time. Had to set way back in
" the cold. Had.a big old’log house with a big chimney in 6ne end of!it.

" When vou'd get cold, vou'd get up and go to the fire and get warm and go..
"bgul\ and smd\ your lessons. i was so cold you just ‘didn’t learn much,
* that’s all..Couldn’t. And we chdn t ha\ ¢ 1o tezﬂcherq back then to amount to

;,dIl\thll‘lU : , RN ; -
- “And m\ daddy didn’t get, no ]earmnq nel‘t}\er but he lcarnt to read’ hlS SR

)16 and he preached for about forty years... u . =
v %[t was hard to make a living.]-I've plowed o;\encs a mmy a day when I
- wasa boy. Hoed corn for twenty- five cents a da} ihat s the blggest thmgr
the]c was {for wori\j in my younger ‘da\fq And clearmg and buﬂdlng fence
—seven and eight ‘rail fences. See, stock 'run out at that time:in the woods.
You had to fence your fields up where you made your corn and taters and-
stuff like that, Had to fence that all up. After they done away with that,
then vou had to turn around and fence vour stock in [because of the new
: rane;e laws]. !
“I had thirty to forty head of hogs in the woods after T married. My
mark was a swallow fork in each ear and an underbit.in the right. My
., neighbor had: his marked the same way except the underbit in the left [see
. Fpxfire 3, page 851. Had them registered “at Bakersyille. -
- “After I mar rled T built some rock culverts over streams for the railroad.
Then 1 sawmilled for twenty-five years. They wasn’t no mills i in this countrvf'
till I was a great h1g boy. First sawmill that ever come here-was right down'
here in this bottom here. Steam powered. They was lots of women come to
uhere we'd move.into @ new section, you know. ‘Why, they’d. come and. -
stand there and watéh that engine_ run an hour at a t1me Three or four
or six of'em. Thev'd never seen one, you. know They d get a kick out of.
that! T worked my way up in the mill. I set block first, then I fired [the
boiler], then I sawed. When the steam would get down—we’ve had to Shut=
down many a time to build up steam in the boilers. :

“We went from Laurel Forks to Hampton, Tennessee, to Cane Rlver to
Limestone Cove in the Unaka Mountams forseven years.to Ripshin County
for two vears. I cut thirty-two thousand feet 1n_there one day. We never fell
under twenty-five thousand feet a day. That was asregular. day’s work, A~

st
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&
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man stood there ‘with arule—a log stick—and. measiired every one that

went onthe carriage. That's Wl he done. - : SRR
“The sawing then was big hﬁ:mlock Fifteen to sixieen thousand feet in a
log. Had a double rig [so they coald take the whol& trunk without quarter— 5
“ing it]. Had a gang-edger, equ'ﬂlzcx cutoff saw, and all that stuff. Whien,
some of those big ones went throuOh the edger, theére’ d, bc four two- by- fours
thercs to pldx up and gf:t out pf the way, Had’ uto tr1m em tQo. Turn em
o amund and throw’em on that trimmer. . - ;* o L 7 '
©o T run a big saw. Put twenty-five years in on that. ‘Never done no‘thing
el% hardly. T'd wotk a few days on thefarm of a: fall—come in and pick
- off apples and put'em away. We generally put up three or four hundred
“bushels of apples every fall. And kept a Jot. of cattle, My wife and kids
:tcnded to them, . ' o
Bty hen we were ﬂ\\mg,,_we had sawm;ll ("unps-—boclrdmg, houses we
“icalled’em. About a month at a time is the longest I'stayéd off from home. T
_‘"gmcrall\ went home every wee kend, T'd"cress those Unakas—I've crossed.,
that w alking a many a night wav.in the dark. Then after I got across, I snll
" had thxce mile down the creek to get home. ¢ oo AT v
- “The\ logged with vokes of cattle. Move the miill up into the mountams
and log to it, Then they crot trucks. They'd skid’em, 101d em on trucks, and:,
- bring em to thc mill and dump’em oFf . Y
“But back then they had no trucl\s you' }\now D1dnt know, nothmg/

about’em. No oasohne W gjust roughed it.’

Thomas Campbel} learned how to make plows from hlS father, who had
a pattern that Simon Harrell, an-old Civit War. veteran, had given hlm
»Simon was Tom's Tather’s uncle, and “after-he returned from the war he '_
: " 'made his living makmgg plows. Those he m’idc howexel were for oxen, apd '
" so thev had a shorter foot (see Plate 152 for names of pdrts) than those
‘Tom makes. Tom lepigthened thc foot. becaufse when }:ﬁows made- for oxen"_
" were hitched to,horses the height of thc h0f<€ would cauqe she be"tm to. be
tilted up too hm,h to make it effective.’ '

Tt takes hlmq;“o days to nnke one plow stock. He uses nothmg but hand
. tool: including a‘shaving horse. For holes, thiat ha\e to be square; he bores
the holes first with a brace and bity and {hen chisels out the remamder and
dresses up the sides with a hammer and_ chisel. The pegs and” crosgpieces are
all made of hickory that he air- _seasoned for a vear or more, but the p‘leces
they are driven into-are always green. As V\lth chur round% this'is the riost,
effective means of- keeping them frem coming 1ooqe hemu‘%e as the- greem#
wood waaons it shrinks: wherever there is a'peg, it ghrmlﬁ around the peg;“:
thus gripping it more twht]‘. than wou]d prohahlv be possible otherwy,?

The woods he uses are oak for thc bmm ye‘liow lotust for the foot: at‘rd'}

»
e
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L
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“PLATE 130 Tom's work area, with axe handles and hammer handles in the fore-
“oround. o , ' ", )

ES

hand e, and hic korv for the crosspieces and any pe@: (recently he has been

[I\lI)U meml holts In p ace of pegs to ‘:ce hou th\ will worlﬁ He mal\cs the

horce pulhnc that you see, "mds glf&‘ﬂ%j hit a stone or an\thmg, you’d
“breal vour foot out. Tear 1t right dm;‘_,TFﬁﬁau ay, 1t can't move.’

His brother, George. agreed ' r;r;eré thcm all to pieces. Have a rnu]e
going pretty pert and hit a root
" The plow paint goes on last, "Qomi)’retl&g the job. .

Tom s conqmml\ tmkennﬁ«wuh the construction to make it-a. bettcr
plo“ ’]he presem use of bolg .

B\e stead of pegs is one example. “I work ev-
emlhmcr that I know how of ¢an tth about. [Add] comethmg new to get
it to move, you know, And T'm; making them to {ast. These plows someday
\«1['1 brms} a hundred doliars

Theyv'll be in the antique places, you know.”

‘Though Tom has made them-for years {1 made about every plow stock
“en .Pigeon: Roost™" 1, he has not -become rich. For. years he sold them for
'thrée dollzirc apigre. Now he gets a little more, but prdbably not what
thex Te \xorrh He doesn’t seem to require much money, though and so it
~doesn’t seemn to-bothet’ him greatly. Being rooted in_the paQt his attitude to-
ward most modern conveniences is casual at best. W hile, we were visiting,
for e\dmple one of the relatives who was there noticed. that his refrigerator
was unplugged. She pointed it out to him, saying, “If you don’t keep youi
frlvzd'ﬂre %eo ed up now, IhO]’nd* i1l die!”
ool dont care i 1t does die,” hesreplied. “I don’t use it in the winter
5 NOWaY. . .
He h;i% how evers
nesavs proudly. 1

been able to save some money. 1 got a bank account,”

- got seven hundred dollars in there!”
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«. One of the relatives who was there heard him, Jaughed, and then said to
us within clear earshot, “Well!' He'll have to get us an awfyl nice Cheistmas
present then!”

lowing photographs and diagram shiow how- his plows are put to-

o e R

PLATE 151 Tomﬂrsh'apessa piece of raw stock. Note the hickory, “_s%grir;g” (see ar.'rgw“) -
that pulls the head. of the clamp Back when the foot pedal of the shaving horseis not - . .=
depressed. FE . : ‘
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PLATE 15¢ The plow from = PLATE 155 Here Tom

the side, finished except for the ‘attaches the metal plow

addition of the plow point. . - point to the®oot with a
wholt,

o pﬁ‘ “That goe cmes thmuﬂ] R
the bedm (and thus through the '

s tenon’ and through~éachof

_th.c.handles. Coo

&

~

PLATE 156 Tom with another ‘PLATE 157 Tom also .dpes some repair

" finished plgw, ready for a local work. Here, he shows Tomn Carlton how he
- farmer. ~salvaged a hoe by riveting a piece of an old

crosscut saw blade to the original shank and
adding a new handle. '




WOODEN SLEDS - -

&

n the .hAppaIaChians‘ long before 1

wouldn't go. Low to the ground, the sleds wouldn’t tip over nearly as easily
as wagons; and being narrow, they would fit through tighter places between

- trees Ino the’ woods. Bob Bennett, our school’s work supervisor, found one of
. these'old led‘s rotting away in the woods where someone had abandoned it.’

"He broug t't back to his house and called us-over to look at it.

Jat hf:\ told me: ' . . y -

~“Tn our-area of the mountains, the runners for-such-steds were- usuall}

o - E was. born, mountain farmers made
. Al .
sleds -to use where their—wagons-

made out of sourwood (a soft wood that ‘offen has a curved place in the
trunk that makes it ideally shaped), the standards out of locust or” hickory,
and the benches {the horizontal pieces that go across the runners to hold
tﬂe body of the sled up off the ground) out of oak.
iThere were three kinds of sleds, but they were of baslcally the same
design, and built of the same materials. :
One type was thessled that had four- to ﬁve foot standards drilled into
the runners but no sides or ends. It was used for draggmg split-up adid
wood, firewood, ferice rails, poles, or long strips of tan bark out of the
woods. ' ) 7 C
A second variety had lower stanidards with side pieces nailed to them and
no ends. These were used for dragging heavier loads such as rocks for a
chimney, sand, or dirt. Sometimes a sled of this sort was ﬂxed so that ends
could be slid into place if needed.

Third was the type that had high sideboards and ends and was used for

hauling lighter loads that would slide easily such as corn, fodder, hay,
wheat, grain, etc. Without the sides and ends, the farmer might leave a trait
of corn'behind him. :
. If the sleds were to be used in’the woods, the. henches were usually
“meunted high up so that the hody of the sled was well off the ground and

sed to Tommy Lee Norton and Lake Stiles about the sled; a:rrdihxs—rs——---—-




PLATES ~158-161 Park 4';?1:;@ Conway
Hughes are brothers who run a self-
fufficient farm in the mountains of
North Cardlina. They have always used
a sled<of the type Tedra Harmon built
for us, and they still favor it over a
tractor and wagon which might over-
turn cn land as steep as theirs is. In the
photos, they bring a load of hay into
their barn.
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could be pull led over rocks and -stumps wnhout {earing otit the bottom
Sleds used in felds, on the other hand, were lower,” their benches resting
directly on the tops of the rugners since there was no need to worry about
rocks. dnd STUIMps. * “

The sleds would be pul
g bar runmnﬁ “bhetween!

Y a horse, mule, or steer by means of a pull-
K runners at the front. The bar would have a
tlevis for-a singletree, or a hole drilled in it for a cham-or rope..

1f the sled was used frequently, the rupners might have to he changed as
often as every six or seven months, New. ones would be cut and their sides
and tops hewn off square, but the bottomq would be left rounded as they
weuld wear down anyway through use. A sled that wasn’t being used was
turiied upside down so the runners could not soak up ground moisture and
would face the sun s¢ thev would harden. .

Mo Sule;éeud.h ‘When a sled is new, if it’s been well made it can sure be

a pretty thing.” I can imagine it would be. )
Stanley HIC]’\S!.;‘OIIL of the banjo makers featured in Foxfire 3, 1s someone
-Iha[ \we also talked ro about sleds. In his section of the mountains, several
hours to the north of us near Sugar Grove, North Caroilna, sleds werc
sormetimes half-soled (a process described later in this chapter) to keep
.them from wearing out so 'qui(‘kly He describes the sleds he remembers.
from their farm as follows: “Dad made all of his sleds. And I've made
many of a @ne We had one we. called a log sled that we logged on, and
then we had a rock sled. And then we had the one.that we hauled our hay
and corn and stuff like that. The rock sled, it was down low on the ground
and solid floored across. The log sled only had two crosspieces on it—log
pieces bhack here and in the [ront. And the other sled; it was slatted the
other wa N
‘_\-Iadc thct runners out of sourwood mostly. Or, if we couldn’t get sour-
wood, we got ash. Got them where they'd be crooked up, and then we'd
hew them, vou know. We didn’t half-sole them at the first. That was later.
And we bored them to put the standards in and put crosspieces and that.
“THe rock sled would have.a solid bed on it, and it was built real low
down so we could roll rocks up off of the ground on it. And it had sides on
it and a front end. Hardly ever had any back end on it so we could ¥oll
rocks onfrom the back. i
“And the othet sled was made up higher so we could get it over rocks.
Sometimes have to take a prize, you know, if it got down too low w1th a
load on it and got on a rock, and prize it off, or lay something un er it and
pull it off, E\
“Tf vou kept 10 the dry, it would last. Then sometimes we'd half-sole
them. If the runner got wore down too much, we'd half-sole them. But
thev'd last about half of the summer without half-soling.
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“T hcn \«hen we'd-hal £-sole lhem D’ld would taE\e and spht mhlte %ak—: “

cut a w h1t§ oak Bysh andsplit it open. Then we took a hent piece of metal ‘2

and put.it over the end of ff‘ie runner ;m& r'lm'thls wu;c eﬁkﬁi‘%{ecc thmugh .
gk chig i

p

I} %e the va%éfy nf sked
iy, around *Sugar | G,rgﬁge"
x tiggﬁflsaﬁ?g runners,-that are
te'be teplaced 5o fgen cmbly
: \’\ e lhci' LOIlLlUdG the chapter w1th d'escnptions oﬁs@g&ral other variéties "
of sleds we were fortunate enough to find. We sﬁon realized, however, that «

it wduld be impossible to document all the variatiotis, for sleds, it seems,
come 1 in as many shapes 'md sizes as the fdrmers who made themi. ~

.._;,'# .
3 o

] o . LOY! SMITH

RO

~ THE TEDRA HARMON SLED , o

Tedra Harmon, one of the banjo makers we featured-in Foxfire 3,5als0 "~
~knows how to make sleds. When He found we were interested, he offered
to make us a sled so we could get a series of photographs of the entire
process. It rurned out to be a longer job than we had counted on, and
we had to drive the several hundred miles betwéen our school and his
home twice before we finally finished it, but we made it, as you can sec#
from the following photographs: - > T

['d like to tell you a little bit more about our visit before. we get to the
making of the sled. Once while the cther guys were working on the sled, T
took a walk around his land aAd in his ;hop. His shop fascinated me. It is
like a small house with a heating stove unit ‘and a-kitchen in it, Upstairs
were bedrooms, but 1 didn’t want to bother something I shouldn’t. T later
" found out he and his wife actually did live there until they built their new
house about a hundred vards away. A huge deer hide and deer skin cover
one of the walls of the shop. On another, he has letters ordering banjos, as -
well as 100 & saw blades, banjos, and pictures. Also heé has a rack with deer
hooves turned at a go° angle holding up some Knives he made, and a hat
with a fox head on it. The fox hat is a dark shade of gold and is thick and
fluffy. T found a box of groundhog hides cut in circles ready to put in
banjos. All T could say while looking at his-furs, banjos, knives, and things
was, T wish | had some money.” T had some, but not enough to buy all I .
wanted. He later sold me o knife hc made with the hmdlc made from a

deer }mof : ' . '



of oux mtewmw qu ‘Hd1m@~n came _uf and saId ’3‘_'
“Have vou all*had any- lunch?” Smce we hadn T had dny ‘we tokd her o, A
little while later she ‘came outnde and said, * fedra br ,g em on- m “We
stopped what we w gre domq and went in dlld our eyes. 4lmos§ popped out,
There on the tablg¥vas a whole lot of good food. Of the food I:ré ;ermber
we had eggs meaoes fried-chicken, fresh creases, bdcon mixed with qleen
“beans, homemadf hiscuits, honey,” cake, " fresh plums, com Lon=tirezcob, milk;
and coffee. W hile we were eating, Mrs. Harmon kept apologizing f01 not--
~ having “enough. When we told her how much.we liked the creases, she gave
“us about three hundred séeds to plant for ourselves. ',

When we got through eating, we just talked f01 a whﬂe before going
“back to the sled. Tedra started talking about the old-timers: “It’s unbe-
“hievable to know how well the old people did get-along [with almost noth- .

ing] Lot\ of peopie mwht 1augh at them but the\ wasn't nothmg to l'augh

Durmrr the mldd '

ting oats w 1th a Cradle or mowmg grass with a scythe and they d stznd and
look at that and say, “Why, anybody can do that.” Well, I'd hand it to them
-and they couldn’t do -one. thing. The\ thought it was easy, buf. when they
took ahold, thm found out dlfferent I have a few times thought that r
“man couid ]uct skin me alive: T learnt to just keep. my mouth shut u1;ﬂes;s I
know what I'm t'llkmcr about. . €
“Now sometimes people get so educated thew can’t see obvious, thmgs
~That’s ancthet thing that gets me, I was talking to a man once—had a little,
toolbox and a handsaw that was too big to go in it. And he says, Tl give
some man a five-doilar hiil to tell merho_w to put that saw in that box.”
“Iisaid, ‘Gimrme a screwdriver and hand me your saw and I'll put it in
for you." He handed me the saw and a screwdriver, and a crowd just went
to boohooing and laughing. I took the screws out of the handle and
throwed it down there and throwed his saw down in *there and said,
¢ “Gimme vour five-dollar bill.” ‘And since] he was so smart—like 1 didn’ t
know what T was talking about—l kept the five dollars. T would have glve
it brack to him if he hadn’t acted so smart. But why he couldn’t see that al-.
ways buffaloed me. When I took/that off, he looked like a fool.”
When Tedra asked Cheryl if <he had one, wish, what would it be, \Vlg
turned around and asked ‘Tédra that same questlon and he said, “If L had
just one wish, I'd wish to have my health Back when T was eighteen years
old. Then the other things that I want so bad I'd be able to go on and ‘work.
and getthem. A lot of people-you ask about a wish ask for absoluté foolish-
nes and stuff that don’t make sense. T'll bet not four in a hundred wishes
for a home in heaven. 1 wish for goodl}\/uﬂﬂ, and then 1 can gd ahead and
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get. the rest a homc,._h héa /@'Av}ien L dle, a mcc home hegﬁaﬁa ]ust a’
i commjon hvmg W@ﬁildn‘t want to be no rich person—1I'm {%ﬁést about it,,
. \xouldnt want it llke [.am fow. I'm satisfied “with n't
o want no_earthly #hifgs much. Lot of people, they want’ a leg fine home
stuck away up ' m the air.T don’t ‘want that. _
““1f-1 had, tnc health that T had when 1 was e1ghte ,""’a'nd knew what m
- know now, there’s 16156 oFtup1d things I've do‘ne that I wouldn’t repeat.. If 1
had it to go back over, I, couid correct that and live.a bettér life~a cleaner
l:zfe T'vedone a’lot of stupxd mmthlngs that i 1 had \M} life to live ever,
' \ou cowldn’t get me to.do at all. I've even dbused’ my quy drmklng and, -
stufF ke thatf, And you-knew yourself they’sa lot of people’ ‘domg that right -
‘now. And this acﬂarquana dope Welk.you know they're ruining “their
body. Just 2 ruinatiofy of ltpAnd God, he didn’t make'our body to just be
_Bruised and beat around cverv way. I thigk we should take Cal"C\Of it. Be as..
""parﬁﬁﬂﬂbout MLmQ care of your health as you can, For when y»ou ve lost
your health, vou've lost it all.a And Vou don t reahze that until you come; to’
that point and see that you haven.t got none and can’t do nothmg\l think
“that’s the .happiest thmq that a. yaoung persan can have is health, If \you d
~a'went through the suffermq that fgﬂ when I went through that’ ope;a—
‘tion, vou’d know exactly what T'mi talking about [Tedra had a- d1sea§ed
_section of the maif arterysin,his leg ¢ut out and replaced with a patch] I
wanted to die and get, out of.there. Such pain, my mercy. It was awful. But .
God tells in His book that He won’t put no more pain on you than you can
bear.-But, brother I+had a load of it. Now the doctor explained, sald ‘Mr.
Harmon, new I'm gonna teH you the facts Now you re old enough to real-
ize and not get exc1ted Jnow?’ , SV

“I said, “You Teedn’t wérry about excmng me.’ _

“He says, ‘T can’t tell you how long vou’ll hve but,” he says, ‘I'm hoping
you'll live a long time. But,’” he says, ‘whenevér that artery does come loose
from that patch on either end where I cut it, ¥ I had you an the operating
“table I cotfldn't save you.” Said, “You're gone.’ Said, ‘You might live to
breathe two or three preaths But said when it come apart my heart’d just .
~ throw all the blood out on /the inside and stop it. He says ‘It'll be an easy
death. I gan assure you that Now don’t let'that scare you.’ '

“I said, ‘It ain 't scared me,” and it ain’t. If a doctor would sit right there
and say, “T'edra, you'te gonna die in fifteen minutes,” I’d never even shake
my hand for I'm ready to go. You won’t be afraid with the power of God
almighty. He's vour protector. \

“Now I've'seen the time that I guess I'd a ’been like a lot of other people.
When I seen death on me, I'd start a hollcrmg and a’screaming. I've been
in hospitals with people real sick, and someone come in and say, ‘Are you



do, 't w(mt to dle but I ain't afrald to e :
:T_hen we/qot np fré*’n“’l the table. andévent out into the vard, and worked
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LT L "DWAYNE SKENES

PLATES 162-163 Tedra begins his
‘sleds with the runners which, in this
case, are made of cucumber. Here,
Cheryl Stocky cuts the notches that. thc
front crossplece will fit into.

PLATE 164 Tedra fits the front cross-
*pwce {made of seasoned locust since it
has to take so much strain) into the
notches on the runners. He will peg it
inte place later.
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PLATE 165 - Cheryl and Dwayne Skenes
toenail three chestnut blocks onto each
runner. The sitls will fit on top q)f these
blocks. -y |

PLATE166- The fast~ block goes oh. The w"&lcn str1p in front of Tedra’s. Iefthand
has been nailed on temporarily to hold the runners the correct distance apart.

PLATE, 167 \ow the hemlock sills ar;z tacked into piace. They will be set perma-
-nently later. They hold the floor of the s!led up off the ground so that it can be pulled
over rocks and stumps w1th0ut hangmg up
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PLATE  168: A hole is drilled

thropgh each= end of the - cross-
]nece mto the runners below, and

_pegs inserted. Here, Louise Free-

man saws the vellow locust. pegs

off fush.

PLATE 169 Aft'?r’ the bottoms
of the pegs are sawed off flush,
Tedra splits the. hqtmm of each-
peg. Then he drlves a wedge into
the spllt to nnl\e ithe peg bind

PLATE 170 When the wedge is
in place, as shown here, again a
saw is used to cut it off flush with
the hottom of the runner.

PLATE 171 With the sled up-
right 1gam” the seasoned oak
crosspieces are. placed Tedra, first
crdrifls“hbles “for the nails to keep
them from bending in the hard
wood. Then| Dwayne drives one
pail in each bnd of the crosspicces
and places them off center so they
won't mtcrfcrc \\nh the 17 auger
wused next. '
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Ax LATE 172 ‘.\ ith the 17 7auqer Dwa)ne drills donn through- ’(lJIE O!{i]\. Cros<p1ercs the
sills, blocks, and well into the runners. Long dowely driven into eacli of the six holes
=%

hold the sled together and keep <uch loads as logs fmm rollmq off.

e il

Y |
m——PEATE 173 Own our-secdnd wisit, we
“added the half soles to the ! runners-

Here, Kén Cronic hews two greén pop- .
lar poles so each has a flat ﬂde Nor- ‘
mally phe half soles would bc of uhlte : =

hlckor,ﬁ for longer life.

PLATE 174 Now Tedrz;-‘? removes the
/dowels/staridards, turns the sled over,
".sets a pole in place, and; marks where it
~will have to bend to fif the bend of the¢’
runner. A e




PLATE 175

Then he shows Ken how
to cut a series of slots at the spot the
pole must bend. ‘

1

7% & )
et
17 n

177 T
sinip o the frone of oz
111\ -?1}'1!.“

ra
from end
1d Bends 10oover

awils a metal
He#nner, then he

of “the. hall sole into it

1o it the runner’s curve.

PLATE 178 Wig holdsl the half sole
a1

down while Tedra ties it temporarily
with bwine.




PLATE 180 Then Tedra carves a sea- .
soned half-inch yellow locust peg for
each hole'{the holes go through the half
e sole and completely through the
PLATE 178 Ken drills holes at regu- runner) and drives them in. As. the

- lar infervals {four haoles per h{{if S(?le, in "~ . green half sole seasons, it-grips the peg. .
this case) for the pegs that wiil pin the - The excess peg length is cut off with a

half sole intg place. hatchet or saw,

& '

g

PLATE 181 One half sole in place -
and the other ready to be set. The half
soles weatr out with “use, of course, but
are easily replaced. Mean'while, the
—— runner itself remains unworn. If kept
dry when not in use, the sled should last
: for years. :

E=4




-*PL%TE " After-the other half sols
'.\15 set the s{cd is .righted, and % oak
»‘ﬂoor is added. With the standardq re-
pldced it's ready to uses Some farmers
Lalso make a long- waod hox with high
'sides that. w1]1 fit down between the
istandards and rest on the floor. This is
aSCt on the. sled when hauling-small
.rocks, corn, and the like, and is re-
moved when not needed.

Tedra calls his sled a “bench” sled
There. is ,alsd a “Yankee” variety held
together with metal rods. He thinks it
got this name wlien someone from out-
side the community 1n110duced it (see”
Plate 183). - '

‘nu.+ embedded-

U pwanE <KENES &
—

PLATE 183 N




PLATES 184-187 (Variation 1) This
sled, made by Tedra years ago,-displays
some- notable differences from the one he
made for our article. Both the runners and
the half soles are in two pieces, the' cross-
pieces on top of the sills are inset, the front
of the sills extends to the runners and are
bolted to them, and the standards run be-
side the blocks rather than through them.
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PLATES 188-19C  ({Variation
#=2) This sled, made by a man
outside Bakersville, North Caro-
lina, is a very simple but very
cominon variety. The outstanding
features are the " crosspiece in
front of the sled which is actually
set inito the fronts of the runners
-ir-almost mortise and tenon fash-
ion, and the four one-piece stand-
ards (see diagram}. There are
no half soles on the . runners,
These runners, like those on so
mary mountain sleds, are simply
curved sections from thegrunks of
young sourwood trees. -

PLATES 191-192 {Variation ¥3) This sled was made in Rabun County, Georgia,
and found abandoned in the-woods by ®ob Bennett. It, like variation ¥ 2, has sour-

standards. Other variations show up in the diagram {Plate 192).

“=-- - -wood runners without half*soies, a crosspiece mortised into the runners, and one-piece

R
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: brawxeﬂ-r Df‘wﬁ:oifs for

‘standards =" /34" GO“—'ZG"—*—DI ¢”

) Cmss,pzec&
'- ;?_unners . SRR ) |
= length = 7" widthof: Sted from . -
hei 55* 5" (atfront)_ outsde €09¢ of runvtr .
Wikt = 4 to put9de €0ge = 33%”,
sideBoards o R
| Cenghh = 66%” R R
. height = 84/ " o . . v
e WIW Nk (fan:km-ss) ' R 3
or /Sc-iow' JHphone
length = 662 ine grawing
width = 8V s(e or Fex oXfire. |
» Haclehess= |7 g s PLATE 192

PLATES 1935154 (Variation ¥4} This sled was made by Harv Reld in Blalrsw[le,

.. Georgia. It has. curv ed sour;.vood runners and a mortised -¢rosspiece, but the box is
nailed to the standards and rests on crosspieces that are nailed to the tops of the
runners. In Plate 1g4, Harv sho“s where the clevis goes.

.
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GARDENING

e

"ﬁ".:h

L " Ul my life I had heard talk of,
‘ 7 __ .Aand even watched mV family

make, a garden But because I

was vounger and the grocery store was just down the road, 1 never felt that _

I should go out in ’the hog sun and hoe the garden, ‘Sudden]y last year the
fact that 1 was going to have to plant a garden dawned on me. The first
thing that came to my mind was, “I don’t know anvthmg about a garden
That s when I started working on this article.

“ My first question was why did they plant a garden? Esco Pitts, one of our

“contacts, said, “Then vou couldn’t just go to the store and buy much stuff,

‘cause they wasn’t much stuff to buy."And the peoplﬂ just made their hwmg,
just got the practice of making their livi ing at home.” |

And that’s just what they did. The women would take care of the vegeta-
ble garden. Mr. Pitts recalled, “My mother would always put one row of
- flowers in-the r:ruddle of the gardcn She took care of them just like she did
the vegetables.” - - ,a.- :

*What did the men ‘do? They tooL care of the field cropsmth1nqs like two
acres of corn or wheat. The, cortt’ was saved to take to the mill for their
cornmeal and the wheat was made into flour. Sometimés they grew cane for
cane syrup, which could be used in the:place of sugar.

Yes! People really did, get out and work in the field. And if you got sick
and couldn’t work, vou d1dnt worry about it much because some of the
folks that lived near would come over and help. Aunt Arie said, %People
wasn't a’scared of each other, like they are now.” All the people Far and
- near would, gather at one house. They would have a barnraisin’ or bean-
stringin’ or cornshuckin’. The families would all bring food and after the
+work was done, all would eat and taik. Lawton BTooI\S said, “V\;z had a
imany a comshucl-.m way back-yonder, but no more.’

—After: gettmg the land ready and planting the seeds came watchmg it
grow and keeping the animals out and the bugs off. Finally came the
~harvest.- That was the time when um\bodv worked. They worked not only

kY

K
i
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4. PLATE 195

E

Ednie Buchanan’s vegetable garden.

&

o . 5. " - oy .
_+to gather it, but to store it for use during the winter. The mother would can

:_thc vegetables and dry the fruit. Thé father had to bury the things like pota-

o foes and cabbage. He buried them to keep them from freezing. Florence

“Brooks said, “You_could ‘go back.in the dead of the wmter and dig out a

cabbage and it would be‘gust as good as the day you cut it.’

i

The people raised their pork and beef, so they didn’t have to buy much.
Thev onlv: bought what they couldn’t grow, going to market about twice a

vear. A family wouid raise enough vegetables to have some left to sell after o

pumncf up what they needed for the family. Kenny Runion remembered,

“We loaded up the wagon and it was so far [to market] that we, wou]d have :
to camp on the W av there or back.” g

i

When they sold the vegetables, they would buy their supphes consisting ‘of

p&pper, salt,

woke up many a mornmq to the smell of coffee beans roasting on the ﬁre- .

place.”

-After abour ten or fifteen interviews I found that I had not only learned)

SO11E keeds

and coffee beans. Mr. Pitts' commented, “I've

how tp plant a garden, but I had gained a small amount of understandmg

of what life was like thirty or forty years ago.

)

MARY THOMAS

Interviews and franscrzptzom by th Carver, - Mary Chastain, Vicki .
Chastain, Susie Nichols, Cheryl Stocky, Mary Thomas, and Terese Turpin.

Organization and editing by Mary Thomas and Lynnette Williams. Pho-
tography by Brenda Carpenter, Myra Queen, Annette Reems, Barbara

Taylor, Mary Thomas, and Lynnette Wiiliams.
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'CLEARING THE LAND - . -

~Families in the m(mnmms omrma[[\ Se’tfh”a’ on land that had not been
pree wus@ homesteaded. They, therefore, had to. build their homes and
‘clear their lapd for farmung using only simple tf()o.i's, manpower, and ox--
power. To cut the trees, many of them two and three feet in. diamelter, ihey -
. had only large two-man cmmcut saws and ax Yhev chme the levelest,
richest-looking land, and ciea?ea’ ‘that ]fm thetr q:
tant, because thase mozmmmee?s were not oardjnmﬂ casually ; they were, of

ops. This was very impor-

5,

' -nmesszt; jarmmﬂ f8r theig sura'zval ‘
! .

R. M. DICKERSON: Al th1s country, this hottom hnd here wherc we'see 7
it now, in mv father’'s and mother’s day and-my grandfather’s day, was in a
swamp: It was' growed up in woods. And-.the first settlers here settled

~ around the foot of the hilis above the swamp. The swamp was full of water
. and you couldn’t do any good down’ there until it was drained out, so they
" frst settied around the edge of the miountains and up on the mountains.

:l "They cleared the fand thete and'got the logs and built log houses; that's the

“kind of house
of logs thae'they took off the land they was going to-cultivate. They took
those Jogs and used thig kind of tractor {a horse and sled] and'skidc‘em
up to where they was going to build a house.

They .fsawedt the trees down on th’place and cut’en up. The ones that
thev was going to use, they rolled them over to the side. But they rolled the
old rough logs and the stuff that was too big for a house log, they rolled that
up and builtem a fire and ?)umcd tm all up in the brush. Sometimes it
would take two or three’ d”l\% to burn all ‘the logs. 'lhevd just -keep rollin’

the logs togefhm iill they got’em burmnt up..

" Never thought anything a ahout getting them stumps out. You’ d just plow
*# around the stump. In the middle thete might be some little stumps or rocks
in the way. Cojne time to take a big stump, they might'lay some loose rocks -

was raised in=—a log cabin. They built those log cabins out

up on.t to g

%
~wasn't burnt up guite in the pile thC\ would h} it up on the:

@

them out of the way of the plow or the hoes or maybe a
stump ths
stump and let it rot.

M ARY CARPENTER: You've scen them big bottoms in. the valley. That |
was all in timber once, and that was all cut down. [In order to clcar the

land], they'd go out with their crosscut saw and an axe,, and they’d chop
down the trecs and they'd work them into_logs if they wanted to build a
house. If not, they w ozkcd thens into firewood ; saw it and lmst it up. Then
“they take the mattock and the shov el and dig the stumps up. It took a long
time to dig a stump up, but that's [what they had to doj. Sometimes they
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PLATE 196 It took a
tremendous amount of
work years ago to
completely clear this
fertile bottomland.

di)g_ down to a tap root. That was a root that went straight down, [the
others spread out] and sometimes they’d be so hig that tlagy couldn’t hardly -
roll the stump out of the hole. So they’d hitch a mule.to it with a' chain and
pull the stump out. Then- thcy d fill the hole back up. -
People would sled rocks off a ﬁeld Why, we "used to have an old mare
and we made’a s led, and put rocks on it.' We'd load that old.sled with rocks
—every one we could put en it, and Oshie Holt would drive the old mare.
She was a big and mean horse, too, if she Wanted to be. And we'd take
them down in between Grandpa’s place dnd Bleckley’s and add “them to one
side of the rock fence. Mr. Bleckley would haul and pack the other side of
. the rock fence. It was down in the-valley, just old loose rock out of the field::
“we'd just take a sled load, place them in there, and keep flling the wall up.
We didn’t need any wooden fence; see;, there wasn’t no cattle grazin’ in
“there then, but it was a line marker hetween their place and Grandpa’s.

PREPARING THE SOIL ;

A ?ﬁan couldn’t walk into the geﬁeml store and buy his-fertilizer and lime-
—no such things existed. The people had to provide for the enrichment of
the soil from what was available an their farms. Everj; scrap of chicken and
animal manure that could be collected was put back in the soil. Some folks
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made compost piles, and many spread ashes on the nround to Jweeten and -

envich it. They were f?ue organic farmers

».

jA\NA HOWARD: We'd terrace if we had a rmlzh steep place. gOl’ﬁCtlmﬁb
vou'd have t’do that. You l\now\ the way they’d do. that {was to] make a.

ridge! right through here, an’ thcy d put some. sage'r'somethin’ through

_there and it d stay there ail th’ time ‘an’ th’ sage’d- hold the edge of ;he:-
”'rldge 7 DT : : s

LON DOVER: Now that new ground with natura! soil that’s not heen “dis-

turbed maybe for a hundred years or longer, see it’s got everythmq n thete
1t necd% Untit vou tended it an’ got nutrients out of the soil, why we didn’t-

have nothin't’do but plant it.- W heu we'd grow stuff till the ground
wouldn’t make any more, we'd sow. grass for th’lorses on those lﬂld pla@es

._HARRY BROWN: We took the manure out of the barn and put it in a
;-pen as hig as this room. We'd clean out the stalls of the mules, cows, hogs,

' jand ‘chickens in the early part of the fajl. And then weld go to the woods -
ere. From sime to time during the

111d get a load of leaves to throw in

; :‘._wmtcr we'd mix it up-and keep adgfn’ to it till it was time to use it. We

] : J :
PL \TE 197 Belle Dryman’s father built thxs pen for compostmg organic matter, and

Be'uc still uses it.
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had big sacks we made into big aprons, and, we'd go to, th’ p]Ic and some-
body w ould fill up dur apron and we'd.go scatter it around the gardens.

T wis raised at Scaley, back in th'mountains, and vou’ll find that nearly
everhody has a different way of farmin’. Our garden, we kep' it spcchl
We'd clear it in the spring of th'vear, cleared off every little briar, an’ took
rake any’ raked it; then broadcast it with stable manure—tried tbroadm% it
cver’vear. Now f'nmm is dlf‘ff*rent—hl\e d broomsage field, we'd burn that

<-off, where if we'd had somethin’ wurn it under, see,'that’d be Jjust like good
fertilizer. We didn’t know that back then. Land was cheap hdck then and
. people cleared up new ground nedrly ever'year or we'd Jjust leave. 'Course,
tlmt uz hard—plowin" with those stumps all around. An’. we'd tend that
' ~every vear ull it got where it.wou ldnt make nothin’ and then’ we let it qrow
' up ‘Fhat's th’ reason smuch of this mountdin land washed away. o
We'd tr} ‘t'plow it th'first vmr*we 'djust go along a,n it’d.hang qp, an’
weé'd take it out and go again an’ hang it Tthe plow] up -again—it'uz kinda
aggravatin’. Somié folkg ]l.]bt dug holes arid pianted in t;hc hills-th'first year.
Y *know  those sprouts ant’ briarg in that rich’ dir’d grow ‘some times six.
mches in. one - night. Yéu could: bu‘f two,. three acres - of land -back then
cheapm than you could buy a“two- hundled pound sack of fertilizer. My.-
g dddd\ )ought threehundred acres for le% than a dollar an acre! :
MARY CARPENTER: We’ d cut those weeds and thmgs all. down then
we'd rake them to the middl le"of the garden,. Just put-them all into rows;
one at one end and one- at the other end, and one in the middle; then hsght
a fire to them. We’ dlight a cor stall\ and’ keep stickin’ it along—it don’t
- make a big fire. Just let it buﬁl a 11ttle at a time. You know, if it had been
" burning from one end to anothm 1t/ would have made a fairly big. fire. It
just burn up so high an{d go/ out——)u%t stir around with a fork and make
. certain it'saall out, Thenf we ent to plowing with a horse or a mule, :
LA\\ TOL\ BROOKS "Ehex d let' the old cornstalks and vines and
% ever thm;cf rot on the ground and that fall, they’d plow'em under. Thev /
. usually plowed in th'fall or through th’winter, because the freezin'an’-
* thawin’ would break up that dirt an’make it s'fine. Made your ground bet-
ter. It don’t have clods'r'nothin’ in it. You plow it in th’spring of th'year
an’ it happens t'he a little bit damp, vou'll have clods in there all year you -
couldn’t bust with a durn hee. I've héed old cloddy ground when you
~ cpuldn’t do nothin’, only Toll the clodss | despise. that—just like gettin™in a
Jock pile. [They used ashes for fertilizer.] I've hauled many a "wheelbarrow .
“Toad. of them: They used’ em kinda Tike’ they use lime to sweeten th'soil. An’
that’s where the\ get their potash. They put that mainly in their vegetable
garden, not in th'cornfields. Put’em down through th’winter. Every time

~yclean out th'fireplace, gef your ashes and fill up your- whcclbarrow and go
spread it on th'garden. !

- _ : y
§ : | ' . '
:

A
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o WILLIh U’\‘DERWOOD Before we phnted we'd hfwe to plow 1t back
then we’d have to plow it ‘with a mule, ‘cause we didn’t have any hedvy &
o cqmpment—hke big harrows and things like that. We used a low gopher--.
plow and what we call a single-foot mule and plowed through those things.
We didn’t tear it up too much the first year after it was cleared. We worked .
it then throucrh the éummér and the next'year it would be a lot ea-ner, dnd
“we could do a lot better ]ob ‘plowing because we could break those Toots up;
“they died out and started to rot out. And tHat helps your soil, 100. When' T
was growm up it didn’t take too man),r years for the soil to stop producmg a
good crop; we'd let it grow up in stubble one year and the next year.we 'd
plant it in rye and the next year we'd plant it in corn. We rotated then.
Now a lot of times, we run year after year with the same thing. We put a lot
_ more Stuff back into the soil than we used to. You’ qrow a lot more in.soil if
4. you put back in it. Soil bmlders you know. The¥ rot in there and make bet-
© ter soil.

e

e

PLATE;{198 Gay McClain uses an old
push plow to lay off s rows for plant-
ing. : '

o
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The tools available for. farming in this area ﬁft‘y to one hundred years ago
were relatively simple and non-mechanized, excepl for the wood-burning,
steam fiowered grain thresher which people hired out on @ shares basis to
thresh their rye, wheat, and oats. It seems almost every family had a plow,
sheovels, hoes, spades, rakes, and mattocks; but some families had several
kinds of plows, harvows, a corn planter, and a grain cradlg. And then some
peaple just made do with what was on hand—Florence Brooks told us that
since her father didn’t have a hanow he took a big old’ pzle of brush and
- ldtehed it to the mule and dragged it over the ﬁéld until il was smooth.

R. M. DIC KERSON: Well, people used 1bout the sarre tools—hoes, rakes_

mattocks, and a p}ow——th&t s about it. : ‘
_ \I\ grandfather used to have a braid hoe. ‘Nhen thev come out here to a
- pretty good-sized sprout or grub.that tfhew wanted to dig up; thev d use this
~~hoe asa mattock and dig it up. And as th’ sprouts come out-on a stump,
: .they could take this old braid hoe and go ‘around Ith stump and knock’em

off. But these ol hght hoes we Uot now, you'd bre&k the handles out-of

‘l

At

PLATE 199 Kennj,r Ruruon has used"
‘this hoe for OVer sixty years.
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them. This one had a good, big, “"\'tron‘g handle it and it was what people
called a’grubbin’ hoe. I don’t know how come them to be called “bmld un/
iess[someone-named] Braid invented them.

Now you've seen these single-foot plow stocks that people would hv oﬁ' a
row at-a time with just one:mule to it. Now, that was the only kind of a -
plow they had to get the land prepared. Aftcr the\ _got the land prcp"u‘cd
and the rows laid off, they'd have what they called a double-foot that would
have two feet on- 1tr—~Q§:e “plow in front of the other. The front plow would.
be néxt to the rowsand 2 little ahead’ and this one would conie along and go
along hike that ahd get some of the cTnt to the row sort of, and then they'd "
turn around and come back down that Tow and throw the dirt to the other

‘row. Now that'uz what they called a doublefoot plow. And that’uz the only
kind of a plow that they had to cultivate corn with. Thev had thl‘l single-
foot plow that they plowed up the. 1and with and lald off the furrows, and
then they used this double-foot to cultivate the corn with and to plow up’
the weeds. Then’ along behind that the children would hoe. Lots of times
one of those lnrlowywould l)elong to three or four families. Ever\ f’tmlly
didn’t have cne—couldn’t ‘afford it, So they’d work together and. when they
got the land ready, they'd go somewhere to a “good melghboa"as over there:
and they’d get his harrow mavbe and they’ d go in togcther and all [work :
- together |.- ' : _ _ : : - -

HARRY BROWN We dldn t have: nothm but a httle hull -tongue or sin-
glc oot plow tpjow it w1th—d1dnt h'ne tenners bacf\ thcn _Thcy all em

-

PL\I‘F 900 A homemade drag harrow WIth uooden tecth. Drawn_ behmd 4 horse
this harrow would break up clumps of earth in a gardgtn before planting.
/ .

PR
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single-foots now, but back sixty years ago they called’em a bull- tongue, be--
causemost everybody plowed with a steer. I can remember seein’ one fellow
piowm with a plov\ he lllddf: out of a locust tree—m]ust a stick hangm dow‘
t'dig up th'ground.- ‘ .
For a long time, hand wooden plows were all we had, Then peoPIe hegan
~Ulearn How €work with iron; they made the plow-shoe out of that. Later
they had turnin’ plows an’ qhovex or [a] lav off plow for layin’ nfT TOWS, an’

twister plows for hilling your dirt. . - I S

MARY" LARPLNILR Théy had a dI ag hdnow Lhat was a big old iron -
thing with bars across it and sharp teeth. They’d put a big rock on there

' and a log and sometimes they’d stand on 1t when they'd get ina- place-that —-
~was pretty clotty, you know. That'd, help to m/sh it down. And you could

- ~harrow it when the ground was damp Whv it’ d be as smooth as a lettuce
-bed.™ i .

FAYE LONG Wcll they used a horae in those davs We dldnt have.a
“tractor and we-hded the corn. We ptanted big fields of corn,” and we '
;"ﬁplo“ ed the corn about three or four times! Every tinie we plowed, we had
to hoe ir, but now we‘gust spray the cern instéad of havmg to hoe it. That
““was a lot of work, having to hoe the corn every time 1t was plowed. But you
. had to keep ‘the weeds down. We used a smql Joot to lay off with, and a
cultivator to plow with. We used one horse, and hookedrit to The cultivator,
~That turned the soil real good and if you could plow it, if your corn was big
cnou0h you pIOWGd close to ity throw the ir esh dirt from the far side of the

a

. \ ;

JE . - - r

PLATE ?Oi Robbie Letson /holds another homemade drag harrow this one with
metal splkes for teeth. =~ .




i,

1bo - o o ) | FOXFIRE 4

row over to the next. That would cover up a gt of the little weeds that were
coming, but you still had to cut the big weeds that were in there, and if it

. “was a dry season that would 1\111 em. But 1f it was rainy, they'd gjrow right
: \ .
é ) baCl\ - : . Ca '

- ' - o -
2 SPLATE 2027 -Horse--{or- mule-) drawn
cultivators such as this one axe still in -
use, )

SEEDS \

Everyoﬁe muga’ almost all of thezr seed, but many people did buy some,—’

e lettuce and cabb&ge seed, for example. Gathering and storing seed for next

' year's craps was Serious busmess A supply of healthy seed assured a family

. that barcrmg”gfreat mzsfortune they would be able to make it through the
-next yeay as they had made it through the last. Precqutions were taken to

- insure that the seed would remain m]‘e and dry, as_next ymm food supplyv

- -depena’e}d onthat. . o - YL '

ESCO PITTS: I'don’t’ Icckon there’s not much of anything a feilow can
‘plant but what hecan save th'seed off of. Let'em get ripé€ on th'stalk or
" vine, gét'em up, shelllem out, dry’em, save’em in little pokcs or jars. Pepper
seed, tomato seed, “cucumber seed, all kind of bean seeds, all kinds of seeds.
B People}! used t'never buy seeds. An’ people used t'save their onion seeds, too.. -
Had : th’multiplyin’ onions—red button onions——that'd run up an’ make .
their buttons on th'stalk, Savev'th’butto'm We never did save no cabbdge
_ seed, but you could save your cahbaqe through the winter, and then set’em
- out in thspring of th’ vear. And they'll make you cabbage seed. Beets, the

. same way-—save them through the winter, put them out in a row in
{h’spring of th'year, and they’ll ran up an’ make seed. If you leave’em in
th’ground, they'll make seéd th'next spring. [My daddy] picked him out

e . £
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some purty potatoes, and he’d take some hay or somethm maybe leaves,
put that iir a holein the ground and pat: hfs“’ﬁ@t’xtoes on that and put hay
‘over them. And rake dirt over 1t and’ put a plece of tin oxler that to keﬁp the

had to bu\ them

LOKN DOVER: You get your %ccdq from pretty rlpe vegetalf)les put 1 them
o1l eomethmo and let them drv. Then \ou take them up and f:)ut em in jars.
‘ .lh(‘\ hd\f: to he dried; or you can't kéep them through thé winter, We’d
Cprit th seeds in a jar or a tin can back then. When th’ bugs got t'gettin’ in,-

‘people would store their bean seed in a snuff can an’ kept enouqh snuff.in
“ there cover'em up. For tomato seeds, you'd just squeeze the, seeds out on a
cloth, then lay them down somewhere to'dry. Then put thetdoth up some-
where to save for the next year. The seeds stuck. to the’ cloth You do the
same thing for cucumbers, squash, and pumpkin] but you had to let. the
seeds dry before’vou packed them away. People were more anxlous in savin’
- seeds then than we are now, freezmg things. That was a big thlng

MARY CARPE NTER: There,was nowhere to” buy seeds, 'so we saved
them. Once we-got'em, we kept'em. We'd leave a row of beans in the gar- -
den to sced for next year, then we’d shell them out when%,y drled up, and -
put them in @ can and put'a spoonful of soda in'em a:,l;ld shake it real good
And that's your seed for next year. It’s ‘the same way with peas. -

_ For corn, when we were shucking it out after it was dried on the ear,
whenever we found a blg pretty ear, w;:ﬁ _thr_ow 1t.1n a Separatc plle to sav,e .
for seed. Even mustard—we’d let one.or two grow up and make seed, and -
they'd leave one cabbage stalk to grow up and make seeds. ‘Same way with
spinach. The pea and bean seeds are the only ones I put soda in—the rest
I'd just put them,up in a doth bag in a dry place and hang it on a nail

_somewhere, CL LT . 4

PLATE 203 Belle Dryman hung these
hean plants in her barn to dry in the fall,
and will use’the seed next spring. -
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" BELLE DRYMAN: We growed our own seed. For sweet potatoes, we (j
save some from the last year and, in the spring, bed them down. Fix up a

that, and cover'em up with some more dirt. When they start tspxout
wateh’em and let those slips get six, ewht mches tall, and pull’'em off and
- phlnt e where viwant your sweet’taters. '

S

~ SIGNS

F

: It appears that many more people used to plant by the signs of the moon
" than do now. Some may call this practice silly or superstitious, but many
o swear by it. They would no more plant corn under the wrong sign than
a3 fm'me'rx now would plan to cut hay during a rainy spell. We don’t know if
L oany ra?e’fu!!y controlled scientific expenmenis have been done on planting
by the signs, ‘but several people have told us that they have conducted their

©own simple e\penmem‘f and fozmd that the seed planted under the proper

' s1gn did much, mur:h better than the same kind of seed planted under the

-

[ ?O??G" S?"TTE

LON DOVER: I wouldn’t plant nothin’ only by th’signs. Now they’s lots
of people that don’t believe in that, but I do. I'uz raised that way, and I go
by it vet. Don’t you plant an'\""fﬁihg till th'moon gets full. Don’t plant
nothin’ on th'new moon for it'll grow up high and it won’t make nearly as
much t'eat. Now roastin’ ears planted on th’new moon grow small "ears
‘right up at th'top of thstatk-An" planted on th’old moon, it makes a-bigger
ear an’ kinda falls over.. I plant by th’signs or I won’t plant at all, Trish po-

You can plant all the way to the new moon. Plant everythmg oh th'old
‘moon, Now, niustard or greens, if you plant on the new moon, they’ I run
way up an’ won't have ‘much leaves on’em an’ they'll go to seed. ‘

I don’t know what causes the signs to do what they do) T just plant mine
like I told vou, and I don’t know much about how it works I -plant by

want to make a good yield, you better go hy thsigns, I'll tell you that now.

- The dark npights is when th’moon is going down, last quarter before 1t

news, there’s three dark nights before the new moon. My daddy [planted by

the moon]. T don’t know what the signs were, but it was th’moon, a certain

time he planted his corn, a certain time he planted his watermelon patch.
\’henevel th sugns are in th’arms is the best time.t'plant your beans. An

&

seed bed, ever how big y'want, and put manure in it. Cover that with dirt .
‘——d(m s%nn\ it-in; then put. your. patatoes.pretty close together on top of

tatoes, plant thém on th'new moon and they’ll grow that [three-fect] high
and the\ won't make a total failure, but they won’t make hailf -ds many. The
ald moon [is} any time hom the time-the moon fulls ull it gets its smallest.

th'signs an’ gather when it gets ripe. I learned it from the old folks. If you'

A

e
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- tevery.part of th’body ever'month: The
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vou shouldn't plant corn whég th'signs is in. the heart—y’get hlack spots in
vour grain, 'There's certain timgs as th’moon goes down that I won’t plant.
Sometimes as they go down, tllt:\\\‘ll be maybe in th'bowels an’ g‘t‘[“’in th’legs
an’ feet is a real’ uood llme to plaig. An old friend of :11111;:—;—the Test potato

Faiger Tever saw

i’s on the new moon. F'hé best timd in the world t'make Trish potatoes 1s
when th'$igns are in the {eet. The signs are good from the head down to
th'heart, then from just below th’howels on down to th'feet. The signs get

\ goTrom the feet Dack to thhead

)

- all over again. :
HARRIET ECHOLS: [There are certain signs to plant under], and that is

on the new of the moon when you have dark nights. When you plant your
cabbage, plant when the signs are in the head. Now the dark nights.is for

said t pl’mt \our\gi:ers when th'signs js-in the feet even if

onions and potatoes. The new moon, I believe, is for corn where it won't .

grow so tall—if it’s planted on a full mgon, see, it grows straight up. You -

. . 4 . " , -
- sow vour plants at different signs, and/when you plant your beans the best

time is to plant’em in the arms. When you set out plants, start with the
signs in the thighs and you’ll have ggod luck. Tha_t's' the old-time rule, now,
and we still.go by it. "Course, I'm old timey mvsell, you know. My parents
went by this and I found [usually] the old timer's go hy the zodiac’signs.
When the sign is in the bowels, vou don’t plant because your seed rots.

ETHEL CORN: ‘An’ if vou plant heans on th'new of the moon, ify'ever

~ like t'raise any, they'll rot an’ speck. They'll make good vines, but they’ll rot

and speck. T didn’t b’lieve that at one time—then I tried it once.

‘PAULINE HENSON: If vou want a lot of cuc umbers, plant [thc qeedﬁ]
-when the signs are in the twins.

R. M. DICKERSON: Well, some peopled pi'mt by the signs, specially

- beans, but we never d1d take much stock in plantin’ by the signs. Aslot of -

people heheved in‘ern and ‘sometimes it worked out and it’'d look like thev B
right; then dq'un mavybe it won't. But what most ever’body had to do back
thernr when the\ got their land ready and the time come, they'd plant signs
or no signs.-It’s kinda’ like Uncl® Bob, that lived in this two-story house
“over here. Somehody was asking him one day about plantin’ by, the moon.

He said he always planted his down here “cause it was so far to go to the

moon to work it that he’d never cret it worked.

-

“TIZZIE LOVIN: Mamma planted beans when the qlgns was in the arms.

They’d never plant corn when the signs was, oh the new of the moon; it
would grow so hlgh you couldn’t reach the ears. They planted corn,on thc
full moon, and-it’d*grow short and the ears would he full: And potatoes the
same way—af you plcmt them on the new of the moon,} ‘the\ d make all

vines and no potatoes. So we'd plant potatoes on dark mghLS in March or

1
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April. My mamma used to say the moon was just like a man. It changes-
"every eight days. She’d plant things that grow. leafy on the new of the
moon. : :
ESCO PITTS: ¥ou want a put onions. out In March You can Put— them
_out earlier, but they do better to put them out on a dark moon, 1for they
make under the g‘round;. - ¥ %

a

GGMMGN %GE’EABLES_ S

] The different kmds of vegerabies grown here years ago are stzll prevalent
today, with some variations’ in . particular varieties. The ]erusalem ar-
tichoke, which many people sed to cultivate, appears to be the main excep-

" tion, as zt isn’t grown very widely here now, e -

Corn was one of the most important crops—it was a staple for both peo- J

: ple and all their animals. They ate it fresh on of“bff the cob; in fresh
. corn cornbread; used it dried to make cornmeal, popcorn, parched corn,
grits, and hominy; and sprouted it to make moonshine. The fodder (leaves; -

was used dried to feed the animals, and the shucks were maa’e “into ‘mats,
scrub brushes, hats, and various other things. _

. The vegetables are listed in the general order in whzch people sazd they 0

planted them, starting with the cool-weather ones in the early spring, and D
_going fo the wafm—weatherottes in late-spring and through the summnper. -

B

Potatoes ’ . | o -
R. M. DTCKERSON Usually the first thmg they would: plant was Irish™
. potatoes ’cause they’d stand the cold. We used to plapt’em back in Febm- '
‘ary. *Course they never came up maybe until sometime in March. Then N
- you’d have some to eat because more'n’likely you d eaten up all your pota- ’
toes that you'd made last fall by that time. '

EDNIE BUCHANAN: We always planted potatoes on a dark moon in
Aprﬂ but some folk’d ‘plant’em in March or even February. We'd cut the
~ potatoes from last year that we saved for seed into a couple plcces “each,
- Had to be sure there was two good eyes in each piece. Well, we'd already
- have our rows ready and fertilized with manure, and just plant those pleces‘

Sp—"— LON DOVER You can plant potatoes real deep We used to always"

nin plow an’ that'd r1dge em up.. i . :

o ADA KELLY: After we planted the potatoes we'd work’em and r1dge the
J soil up some as the vines grew. We found that if we made a small.ridge, - .
. we'd get big potatoes. We always put ashes on our potatoes; and 1. made
"‘them grow really well We'd dig new potatoes arownd the tlme the vmes |
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were blooming, but wouldn’t dig the whole patch untll all' the vines had
“died down, We'd plow them out—that plow’d run anng under the potatoes
and run’em out on top.of the ground But I guess some pcople would dig
_ them out. - -

LAWTON BROOKS: To sﬁtoi*e] potatoes, we'd dig but a round “hole,
not too far. Then we’d take us a big sack of leaves, put right in th’bottom of
that hole, pile th’potatoes up, You .can pile them up over the Jdevel of
Cth’ground, then you put some leaves over th’top .of them, or straw, agx’ COVEr -
fhatwith dirt, You end up with a sort of mound, then when you want some
. potatoes, scratch you out a little hole right down at th’bottom an’ them po-
- tatoes keep a'walkin’ right to you. You can do apples th’same way. -

. e N -

Onions : i _ :
.IAUNT ARIE CARPENTER: [The omons were ] planted early. We put
them out in| \Iarch if it got dry enough The earher ¥ get thcm out the

those multlplvnw onions. A blg onion made httle omons,and a little onion
made a big @ne And we had these little white sha][ots as they call’em. Set ..
out one and they d just make a whole big bunch B

PLATE 204 Aunt Arlc Carpenter gettmg some help dlggll’lg her potatoes froth
* Foxfire students.

Bt
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LON DOVER: If 1 don't get onions out in March, T might just as well not _
plant. Seems like they never would do no good [if they were put out any -
laterj. They do best,in a pretty loose, rich dirt, and they need lots of sun-

shine. Sometimesalong in August when the tops dies' down, we’ll pick’eni’

and &prmd em oﬁKL\T%h dirt gets dried off, and they get cured good. You

~gant- sto
box'r'somethin’ and not let'em freeze! Lots of people’ud tie'em m bunches

re them h” thevive dried and -cured thPn urPH nnf e Iin a

L tiilo ) arieq and--curec. 1 nen F- 14

Can’ h.mg em up in a dry, cool placé.

;l%JLI DRYMAN: We 1lways raised our own onions. We had whdt lhq
: 'mllcd th'multiphyin’ onion back then. They were biennial because] the first

%) year, a littie onion would grow into a big enion. Save that big onion till ¢
next spring, plant it, an’ itd grow into a whole bunch of little onions [C'lch

- of which; when planted next year, would grow into another blg omon, and
O s0 on]. An" we had some that- madc what we called huttons on the top

0_ ‘th'stalk, where them-blooms grow. You save those buttons il next spring
—and-pullem apdu_(m(iplant em. Now_if vou planted the buttons or the lit-
le mu]t:pl\m onions in the htc summer, they wouldnt mch too big of

' onions, just g green onions. L

w

- Lettuce . | R

- FLORENCFE BROOKS #They did haye lcaf lettuce* you didn’ t jlever see,
" ahead lettuce. We planted it mrl}, and when it give up, we planted it late.
. It needs cooler weather—we didn’ t. tr\ t'grow it m th m1ddie 0{ th’summer.
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Plant 1t around \Ialch 1f the fr]ounds dlv enouoh Qur seeds—we-
bought’em in th'store. ¢

ESCO PITTS: My iother grew it ev CIV year.’ She had two Lmds—lmf let- -
tuce and soine that made héads. She plantcd it very early in the Splmg, ’
even hefore th'frost quit, because lettuce s a hardy plant :She had & corner,
of th’garden where it seemed t'grow better than afiy other: place Then she
had lettuce along in her OIIOI TOWS. ! :

d. Tt loves cool
W eathel cmd once it gets.up some, ev en a freeze don’t kill“as. 1t does real
goed where the DlOulld is rich, huy now it’s somethmcr you ha;%' to use when
it’s ready, or it will ruin. '

Peas 3 s \ B
‘R. \I D ‘CKERSON: [Plant] five or six rows of garden pé‘_ 0,
nothing but a hard freeze’ll hurt garden peas. The frost don’t hather them
and thenin-May we'll be gettin’ peas from th’ galden

LO\T DOVER: You plant-a row of peas on th'new moon, am “wover'em

up good with dirt, they’ll just crawl right p‘—(ﬁ\_;t\j-l 80 by’
‘th'calendar; you can see what phase th mobn.is in, dnd where th’ sxgns are.
I go by th'moon and th'signs.

We had what we call English- peas—, at’s all they C'lll(’,d em back’ then ;
We'dlet th'peas dry an’ SM from year to year..

- HARRIET ECHOLS: We¢'d plant garden peas, also ‘called. them Enghsh

. peas. You have taplan§ them early, February or Mdr(_:h, because they like *

, cool weather, They don’t need- a real rich soil like, siv; corn does, but a-

pretty good'soil. They do best if you-can stake them up, but you don’ t have

to. They're harder to pick if you don'’t, though. . s 1
We also planted orowder peas and black e\ed peas, which are Ieally

' more:like a begg;a in them*a\ they grow. Now they like<fft warmer weather,;

and you. can pldnt ent in vour corn, and they’lL ch.mb the corn and vou.'fi.

plck em qfter thev re mature and all dry. :

-

Turmps

" FLORENCE BROOKS We raised gréat big turnlps--people don’t raise
turmps ike they did: then Old people had great ]arge turnips back then,
and they had'em &l the winter, Lot of times they d, haveit’plow those old

* turnips up and push them aside to plant again'in the'spring. And my father
-went to th’field ‘with a big basket [to gather the cast- aside’ turnips], and
_we’d put on _pots of’'em. LCDQL for the hogs. We used the same turmps for—
greens that we used "«the turmps themselves

'A» e
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- HARRIET EC HOLS The turnips,syou saw them early in the spring,
‘bout like peas or lettuce. We usually sowed-them in late summer, t@&, to‘-
have the greens through the fall &8 4-"%&“{1&1 Turnips! 3l grow in a Ian"* ) _
now if you want the turnips instea 'of the Ereens, you have to thin’ém out
some so thev'¥ have room to grow. Peoplc used to bury tum1p<; to Leep over
the winter just fike they buried potatoes. : ‘
ESCO PITTS: The turnips [we grew] ‘was the purple- topped gold \’\nd ‘
I've seen them get as blg as 51\ mches through : e 4

e . . — . [ o -

Carrots

EDNIE BUCHAN: AN: T plant carrots just about the same tinie I do beets
s zuh spring. I dig a little ndge then sow the seed along in that rldgc Thcy
- do the best in a loose kind of dirt, [ut it doesn’t have to be togfrich.

- HARRIET ECHOLS Carrots like the cool weather—\ou can plant’em

~~.in early spring and you_can plant em again in’the s summer for fall catrots. .
Now v'can’t plant’ein too deep,’ because they’ll not come up: too well, -and |

~ you have t'cover [the seeds]. with fine dirt. You have to thin’em good ‘and

' _Leep em weeded, too, in order to get big carrots.

o Beets - A b -

AUN'l ARIE: Now I'll tell you when to plant bf;ets . i the twenty—smth :
twent\ seventh, and #wenty-eighth, of March.y If ;you pldnt beets on them
~ three days, you'll sure have | eers. But ‘you have: to keep right after them It
you let the weeds get a little bit, jahead of you, they’re hdrd to raise.

HARRIET ECHOLS: Beets should he planted 13 February—if they’re
planted iater and along comes a dry spell In lfite spring, they may die if
they’re still real small. "They like th’cool weather, Smd want a fairly rich dirt,
but nothin’ like corn Sometimes they’re.bad t§> Pot germinate, So it’s good'%
to sow’em pretty thick. You have to thin them out if they’re real thick
though, or they won't make much beet. You czii}n ore em, but they taste the,
sweetest right out of th'garden. . LK i

v . e

Ed

Mustard =~ o ST

FLORENCE BROOKS: We planted mﬁstard [m March] about the
- same time as turnip greens. We mixed th’seed togethér> most of t}y_
Then we’d plant’ em both again along in August an’ have late greens.

ien ——ESGO PITTS: You plant _your mustard early 111 th’spnngélt can stand
’ fros; an’ it’s th'first greens that come in th'spring. - - -
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-';Pl,.ﬁ__lr'l't seeds right in the™

1y mother used to sow mustard from early spring,
It hikes cool weather, but it did all right through

ail | through thé sumite

. thq summer. We'd eat/ﬁt 1nto the late fall. It hl\es a good rich garden soll.

Cabbage

LIZZIE LOVIN: My m\other aiwaws planted her cabbage seeds in between
the ionions, in certai nter\ 115ﬁshe didn’t put’em thick, but she putem
where there’ d be slqpq m t e onions or_where she’d pulled out the onions to

w, of cabbage where the onions was. [OnlOns hav-

f in repelling the cabbage moth, which lays. eggs ©
Jeaves, w_hlch turn’ into cabbage worms which eat the leaves—Ed.]- °
EbCO PELTS: Seems to rthe we grew a Flat Dutch [cabbage] back then.
Id get as b1g s a half a bushel ‘Cabbage likes a pretty rich
~dirt to grow iy and they nded cool weather t'do their best growing—the
best times are spr 1g and. fall} but here in some of these mountains we can -
-grow them all summr long. YN e’d usually plant’em in March. Some folks'd
WS, and some would start’em in a small seed bed
and then transplant’em_ Iﬁto trfrows when they got up about four to six
1nches Now the early cabbage we'd eat or make into kraut, but the late

_5-cabbage we'd dig down:a’ dh}éh pull the [mature] cabbage up by the -

roots, and bury them [head down] in the ditch—instead of puttlng ‘them,
straight up and down, th/e& was slanted up at an ang1e We'd cover the
heads, and leave the roots §t1ck1ng éut. That was:the best cabbage you ever
cat. Any time of the winter you could go outand dlg some out.

LON DOVER: At that time we grew what we called late Flat Dutch
[cabbage]. T don’t belfeve T°ve seen any of that lately; it had:a big old
- head. And ‘another. smaﬂer-headed one called Gopenhagen Market. We had
~t ‘buy obr cabbage seed But if y “take a cabbage that’s been buried all win-
te«z: and set it out’ again | m the bprmg, it'll put up a stalk and make seed

You ve got t'go th second year t’ get cabbage seeei\ , N

=

PLATE 206 - Cabbage just he-
ginning to, hengl -
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LIZZIE LOVIN: Back several years ago, people grew yellow prolific and -
. white prohﬁc and Indian corn. The Indian corn, sometimes Dad would

tal\e 1t (;lcmn yonder to the mill [and have it qlound] and us kids wouldnt

cat” 11‘*1‘Jecause it pvas _too. red. We didn’t have any sweet corn back then,

thoagh. \\ ' }

Corn lhl\es a re; 11y rich soil, and moat of the time, people would put it on

the newlx cleareqd ground, and plant- it there for a couple of year% until it

didn’t md}\c good .

. To haryest the com we JUSt hitchied the mules to the sled. and went
"=through there amy pulled the ‘ears. off and Iezwe the stalk stanqu But then =
. they’d usuglly fill over hefore Dad plowed, and he'd plow them’ undf:r

‘Then we'd' take the corn and put it in the cr1b

R M. DIGKLRSON Our old rule for plantmg corn back then was the o
last week il April and the first week in May. That was when the Ground '

* began to qet warm enough for the corn to come up. That was as late as you
“could:plant that old field corn and 1t mature in the fall.

'-',LON DOVER : Up in June; we'd plant a patch of corn, and it’d be in
good roastin’ ears till frost. We'd eut th’ stalks off before thfirst frost,
'.st1d\ em down in th’grouna and shock it. Th'frost wouldn’t hurt it and you
could pull roastin’ ears'a good while after thfrost. Stick th’stalks down in
th’ground, y'know, and just shock it up. Make a hilq year of corn—y’get it ‘
¥n roastin’ edrs what v'waint now, but what you don’t use for feed or- i@l——

1 .
f
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PLATE. 207 Margaret and Rlch—
'n"d Norion planting corn.
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bread, you wail till after it comes two'r'thred _gbod frosts in thifall of th’year -
- and then y'gather your corn and put it up. They say [the frost] helps t’dry -

th’sa\p out of th’_Qhuck. I-plant corn in March and harvest in fall. .

In plamin" (‘8;‘11, you want to-cover it,.early corn, about that [two
inches] deep. But now if th'ground’s gettin® warm, it’s gettin’ late, you
don’t cover it deeper than thr'ee—quartérs inch an” it'll C(;}I]C_Llp quicker. But
if you plant it tqp;:_d;g::‘gf)', it won't come up; - _
KENNY R}UﬁfON They've changed from th'old way, and th'best corn I
ever raised was wher 1 planted it in March and it'd ‘get up an’ get frosthit,
" and then ‘it’d come back out. Of"‘course_,’if it’s barely picked up out of
' th'ground, if it bites it, down into th'bud, why it won't come out. As long as

it don’t-bite 'it-_plum!)\"‘.‘dqw'n t'th’ground into that hud, your ‘corn’ll cofne

5

- out. It'll come out and hvake th’heavy corn earlier.

| - HARRY BROWN; Ta%ﬁa«z;\:est the corn we were gbing to keep .over the

winter, we waited way Izﬂté, tillr after several frosts. That's so the corn would -

.. ks
4

[

| - tured and dried and 4s ready to
bring in and store*for the winter.

PLATE 208 _ This corn has ma-w =

h
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A aet good and dry. If it dldn t, when you gathered it, 1t would rot. We’ d g0
in an’ pick the corn and heap it up; and then someboédy would come
through with a wagon, loading up and carrying'it to the’ harn Sometlmes
we'd pile it out in the yard, and have a corn-shuckin’ with twenty -five to
thirty men and have a great big dinner.

~Sweet potatoes

: LAW TON BROOKS: You take y'potatoes for seed an’ you got to.fix you
ood bed, Qp—-»—l.eep it where it won’t rain’in it—keep it covered—and use

a
6od, rich soil. Plant your seed potatoes, lay’'em in there whole, bury em
mdc by side till you get your bed full. When they come up, you just slip one
sprout] off, an’ anotherll just come on..Tater'll just be covered up
~with slips. Y’start your bed in th’ spri

=

you have thep it warm. You

. plant your slips along in June. We alwavs ngt grew them in a corner of -
‘th’corn patch close to th’house. You want clay land, not rich soil~ Them
'_-_root,s have to have hard soil t push to or they won’t make. They’ll get real
long an’ not be any bigger than my thumb. You. harvest them long about
_-frost Sometimes a frost'li hit'em, an’ you cut your vines off. If it rains
“on’em:after a frost, they claim th'frost goes in’em, an’ causes thtaters t'rot.
We plowed’'em up—-—they re hard f'dig up without you cuttin’ a lot of'em
- diggin’em.

E

"ESCO PITTS: My father always when he dug his sweet potatoes, lct em

dry in th'sunshine, Then he'd bring’em in th’ kitchen"an’ put’em back of,
~thstove; "He'd sort out @il th'small, Tong, stringy” potatoesﬁrﬁwercnﬂ:—brg— T
U EHGUER 6 Ty Téat, fand Red save Them Tor seedT]. He stored th swéet pota==
toes over the winter in the smokehouse. Early in the spring of th'year; he’d
take those little ones and make him a cold frame with a cover to start his
plants.

Tomatoes

HARRY BROWN: To make seed bcds for our tomatoes, we'd bum [or—
ganic] trash in a pile. Then just.took a shovel and hoe, and just turned it -
all up, and mixed it all in the ground. Then we’d sow the %eeds and when
they got up several inches, we’d set’em out in rows.. |

-EDNIE BUCHANAN: I sow the seeds In ~\pr11 and sometimes [ sow them
the first of March, but you can’t set them out without keeping them covered »
untll the middle of May. ) '

LA\”\’TON BROOKS: People dldnt always stdke up then t ‘maters, but
they do just so much better than when they just crawl over th’ ground. Now,

- 'matérs is a thing that does best in the new ground-s-even if you put lots of

I's
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_ manure or fertilize fo [the old] ground, there’s still somethin’ about th’new

. May. We always put th'seeds ini a cup of warm water one night, let’em

&

‘ground- ——they do best in it. 'lhe dll‘t needn’t-be too rlch but it can’t be

" lookin’ for hght and not I:nalxe magy t’ maters.

ESCO PITTS: T never saw a tomidto till I was ten or twelve years oId My
harcﬂy go to the table if there was 4 fomato on there. He -
a hog would eat’em and he wasn't going to eat’em. To-
mf-thmg wc never saw in our young days. - o

said ;they WA
mat;"'

Pepperf; R

ESCO PITTS: Mother used to grow a lot of hot pepper——we didn’t have

any bell pepper in those days—none of these big sweet peppers. She sowed
th’seeds right in th'garden usually, but sometimes she’d plant’em in a box

" an’ set’em in th’ lutchen an’ they’d get up an’ then she'd transplanfem.

Y'got t'wait till frost is over t'plant or set’em out—latter part of April. Tt
takes quite a while. They don't start making peppers till July or August.

; _:._She used pepper in her sausage; rubbed pepper on th’ ured‘ meat tkeep
th’flies away. sShe used it in her relishes, too. -

?

'FLORENCE BROOKS: [The peppers were] just like they have now-—all -

. Cbhut th banana pepper. We had bell~pepper and hot pepper. We planted -
- thent early, ~abeut.April,.l. guess, Planted- th'seeds rlqht in th’row

didn’t

B LN TSP, LY
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ever thin'em out ‘hecause pepper’ll make ptett\ thick.

A

Okra . L | e _

£SCO PITTS “We plantedﬂokra ]ust as quxck as. warm weqther ge,ts here
after th'last frost. It can 't stand cold wea,ther Mother sowed’em in th row;

~ then thinned them if thf,'\r was. too’ ‘thick. She had th’green kind of oLra

FLORENCE: BROOKS: *Yait don't put any in ll after frost—I guess

sprout an’ take’em out an” plant’em th’ next day, We alwaw made sure we  /
put Chlrken manure around-—chicken manure will” re’tlly ‘make okra. /

. Th okra was just like th’one we have now, an’ we used t'’have a white okra -

—1t’s just so#pretty and smooth, an’ it was good too. Okra takes a ‘while be- - -
fore it starts bearin’, but ‘once it starfs bearin’, it just keeps growm taller,
and keeps bearin’ tllI frost It's best Upick it ever’day, when th’ podq are. .
around {four.inches long. It gets tougher the longer 1t ZTOwS.

Squash | - N
ESCO PITTS: T don’t remember seeing these }ellow crookrieck squash

~when I was a hoy, [My mother] planted hubbard and butternut squash
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[the kind that can e stored over the winter]. My daddy. had a
smokchouse where he put his meat, and that’s where he stored the squash. -
He'd pHe them in there and cover them with. shucks or sacks to keep them
- from flcczmq Squaqh likes any good garden soil and pretty much sun. It's
' not a hard thing to grow. We'd just plant them in hills, %eveml feet dpart
and give them room to crawl. - - .
HARRY BROWN:-Old people always—any {ine th’tentll day of May
they called Vine Day—-that’s when they. always pldnted them—squash,
Kershaws, and hubbard: Kershaws are pulp-filled an’ grow. great long, an’
- they're white, have a’ hieck to'em kind of ‘fike crookneck squash,. only great
. ~ big. They werc really good t'ry Iike sweet potatoes; or slice up an’ put but-

ter an’ sugar on’em, an’ put’em in th'stove an’ bake'em.
oo
Cucumbers |-

FIHEL CORN: l\ ou put cucumbers out_just as qu1ck as th’ ddngel of
frost gets over- '*fl(?'\t kills’ em——along in May, unless you just put out a few
7.‘5"th'1t you can cover from the frost. Plant’em in hills an” give’em plenty of

: |
L1Qom to crml L

- EDNIE BUCHANAN: We usually plant cucumbers around the tenth of
May, Vine Day. Il]uqt plant them in hills, several seeds to a hill, and they
just run out on a \ltnc on the ground, and the cucumbers come on the vine.

rrrrr R Ut Ny e l ‘ .

pereneribbnennfoihig. mQ,st,\c«\;f;\E}’ht.,blng\elsc they like a good soil.
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Melons

LON DOVER: Weid plant watermelon an’ mushmelon—y always planted
- them th'tenth day of. \/Iav—\ ine Day.I've known that as far back as I can

remember. Popp\ always'd step off about a half a acre that we’ d\glt in wa-

_termelons,

FD\IIE BUCHANAN: We used to grow whole pat(heq of melons, but
“we didn’t have a certain time to plant them, just early enouvh in the late
spring or early summer so they'd have enough time to grow. We'd have’

watermelon and cantalopes, and the whole family would come over to eat

watermelons. We never did sell them, hut I think we sold a few tantalope%
IVIy husband just loved to nusg em, I don’ t know why.
MARINDA BROWN: We grew watermelon and mushmelon, Whltl’l they '
call cantalope, now. We grew them in the field, in good bottom land, be-
cause they like a more sandy soil, not in the garden. We'd plant them in
hills, and work’em until [the vmcs] started to run out, then we couldn’t
weed em any more. .




Pumpl\ms

ESCO PITTS: V\e had pumpkins all m th’ cornﬁeld \Ned plant it by

l’ldlld and p ant a pumpl\m hili he1e another one there, another one,yon-
der. ' :

th'corn. An’ just let them drop out whenever they wanted to. An’ boy, did
we have pumpl\ms' Never did plant'em till *bout th’fime blackberries go
. Ubloomin’—that’s th’best time. We had a old mule that got scared of a
) } pumpkin vine onc time, an’ tore down “bout half a field of corn! We raised
~ some great big'uns, an’ we ate’em in ple% and cooked and »frled in grease.

I've plantcd them just out by themselves, and they don’t seem to do as well.

- peel, slice,; and dry some of them. Those we dldl’lt cat, we'd feed to the cat-
- teand hog&. - '

o

: -'Beans o . . . <

just before Easter, Some of the time they’ll get frostbit, and part of the time

ing then-two weeks apart, until T don’t thmk there’ll be enough tlme for
0"nlatu¥€—b{r—t—heilﬁ{—f{ﬂs{—ﬁ1 the fall:. e AN
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~none of th'old-fashioned bean seed they used t'have. The beans ain’t near
as good as they used t’be. We had what we called greasy- -black beans—I've
not seen any of’em in vears—little whlte beans in .a white pole bean.
Th’greasy-black bean you can either eat the green bean or a dried bean.
For a dried bcm after they get dry on .th'vine, y'pick’em an’ put’em in- a
: mcl\ an’ beat’em outwith a stick. The beanb fall out of th’pod.

th'cornfield full of them, so we’d have bedns that’d dry up<an’ we’d have

out. They're th'same as grecn beans, only we let’em dry.

HARRY BROWN: We didn’t have any half- -runners back in those days
we had comﬁeld beans. We'd pick’em after they got large. enough, We'd
take’em and break’ em Jike we were going to cook them, and set down with

_ PCOple didn’t can-so much | 1l\e tlgey do now,

@

r LORENCE BROORb ‘We'd put’em in th corn plantel an’ ‘plant it with

grow l)(?qt in Comﬁelds possﬂbly hecauﬁ;e of the shade the cbrn qlves them )

My parents used to grow the big field pumpkins—we'd store then® in the -
shuck, pen, buried under the shucks to keep them from freezmg We'd also

FAYE LONG: lVe like to plant our ﬁISt beans on Good Fr1day, which is

not. I can keep going with:fresh heans all summer, as lonq,,a’ I keep plant-

We planted green lJCd}’lS and cornfield beans. We always planted

our own soup | heans. _When they got dried up, we picked’em. an shelled’em '

a big needle and string’em on a thread— [called them] leather britches.

FLORENCE BROOKS: “There’s altogether a d1ﬁereﬁce*’preople atn’t- got.,.,l.‘..
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. PLATE 209 Everyone helps when beans come in'

_;ESCO PITTS When I was a boy we drdn t have bunch beans—they’s all’
~cornfield beans or running beans. Around the edge of the garden my
mother planted her butterbeans and what we called October beans, those’
big old red striped beans. And they’d run.up those garden palings, an,d
~they’d be nothin’ to bother’erh and they’d make all kinds of beans. And out -
in the cornfield we’d plant field beans and they’d run up on the corn and

beans] green as long as the season was open and what we-didn’tspick be- .
fore the” frtisrfwer-kerdn)a on.the.yt K i

"h'lxl'hf_hr *
4 !\'l\!‘h"hl‘;\rh.\n,h”_ o2 R e
S N
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Fall garden | -

It was a common practice to take advantage of the cooler weaiher in
late summer and fall to grow more cool- weather vegetables. People planted
the same kinds of things they plante(i in the early spring, but .not as big a
variety. Collards are included only in this secltion because they really don’t
taste good until they've been hit by frost, but everythmo elre-mentzoned here :
~was also grown in the spring. :

1

ESCO PITTS For a fall crop, we pianted turnlps in September and cab-
bage. Sometimes we’d put out late- multiplying onions in the fall [around
September] and have onions all winter. We buried th’turnips along with '
th’cabbage t keep em through th’winter. Usually, my mother planted [col-
- lards] in th’ fall of th’year Latter part of ]uly, first of August she d SOW 2

- 5 . - e e _:- e

- they’d just-be-bushels: andnbushels of -beans.out.there. We.ate. {the cornfield ..., -

[ENI N
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collard bed an” when they come up good size t’tr ansplant she’d have a row
in th'g: h il t
better teat, .
FLORENCE BROOKS: T hey planted mustard.an’ turnip greens; thats
about all e\cepﬁ for late cabbage which they planted before August. They'd
dig a holg an] store those cabbage. Dtdn t plant the pot.ltoesuthev
wouldnt mal«,el T S e T e T .

( ollards vou lorow like y'grow late cabbage. Thcy’ taste th'best if it frosts -

o £ oeds

JEURL IR B o 1 tla aer tiaod imars om omarmemE o deobeo 4,1.\
il Li[l UCJU!C )‘UU l_)lLl\ CIy I—LHCY J‘UbL_ nave a sweeter taste tnat Wd.\’ ll. YUU.

JRUUU BUPRNE P WO | TR, DN
draeii. Liondiras dare 1ot muacn

grow’em like early cabbage, they don’t taste right. You can sow your seeds
(in July] in your rows, or in a bed an’ then transplant’em into rows.
“‘;:‘.._'7.'7"—7 Come thefirsefrosts in October, you can start pickin’ the leaves ‘and cookin’
el em. Y don't pull the whole plant up at. one time, just keep pickin’ the
leaves, and they like cooler weather, so for a time they’ll just keep growin’
more leaves. ' :

‘HARRY BROWN: My f{ather would take the collards after they got so
.» high, and push them over, and put a piece of pine bark and then dirt over
. them. That'd protect the collards and keep them through the winter. ' '

"Other farm crops

In (lddr;zon to -the garden veggtables mentioned, people grew other
things, either for themselves, or for their lvestock. These crops occupy a
separate section because they are not garden z)eoembles per se, but were
very important to the Uvemll funcioning of the farm as a nearly self-con-.
“tarmed untt. ‘

! ) ! e T o e PR

Perennials, herbs and splces e | e

It was common for a corner or e_‘gg of the veggjable garden—to be set—— @
aside for perenmals The herbs and spites (many of which are perennials)

Lwere often dugfrom fallow or wooded areas and transplanted into the gar-

den-so- thev’d be close atlhand. Plants-such as ]emmlem artichokes and
rhubarb were commonly grown (as vegetables) with the herbs and spices. .

The Jerusalem artichokes form edible tubers under the ground, and if a

few are left each year, they will sprout and grow up again in the spring.
Rhubarb grows back each year from the same stock. (We have not in-

cluded another well’-knawn perennial, asparagus, here, because no one we

spoke to used to grow it.)

MARINDA BROWN‘I':"'My’mot'ﬁ'éf had her herbs and spief;S_EEt _aside on
- one edge of the garden. She grew horseradish for putting in pickles, sa‘%e for

L




° seasomna qqumgc, _‘ftrhc for ﬂa»ountT dlﬁ"erent things, dill for dill plCl\.ICS
"md peppermint for flavering tea. None of these things took much pamper-
ing—all but the dill would.come back from the same roots, and that would
lse {-sow, and thev didn’t take a really rich soil, Of course, vou had to weed
'them and’ keep them from spr Cddlllg itoo far, especially the garlic.
{ She also grew rhubarb and ]erqsalem artichokes along t‘gie‘ edge of the
“Wgarden. The rhubarb she got 'w'heh'a neighbor divided hers. They like a
_rich, well- dnmed SOll and [the. root:] need to be divided every couple of
| years ic ]crusalem artic hol\es gl ew in rich soil, too. We liked to eat them

o aw : ;' N :

" FLORENGE BROOKS: Oh, we had [Jerusalem] 'artichokes. T dori’t

" know wlhien thev planted’emy they was just there when I was. They kept ”

- “coming back, an’” we'd just ghg em an’ eat, Lord mercy! They were planted

' outsldf‘ of th'fence—it was good rich soil right below th’garden. '

o Ewe (—:1 hody KRad rhubarh. We always set it out by th garden fence an’ let it

qo D1dn t dig it up, just let it grow year after year. It gets in blg bunches

" Set’em inside th’garden. : ST T '

CESCO PITTS: My mother f’hgd all kinds of [herhg]—'rhuharb, e,

“comirey, Jerusalem oak; niaﬂards,.sag‘c,.'p;‘lrsley; and catnip. She had m one

- corner of her garden all her medicinal plants, and that corner never was.
plowed up-—she was very eareful of that. They’d just come up evef’spring.
The rue she made tea of, and I ain’t seen a stock of rie irmany a day. She
‘used Jerusalem oak to make candy out of for worm medlune And -
th'mallard leaf was to put on a bur n—wilt it in front of th’ ﬁre an slap 1t
on a’burn an’ it would draw. th’fire out. The Comfrev shedhsed for poultlces
for sores. '

ADA KELLY- M\, mgther [had a-corner-of:the gardcn] where chf: grew )
~dill and sage, catnip; ground ivy—the babies had to have that for tea.. And
~she.grew.tansy-and. peppermint.-. Most-of them .came hack. year. after. year,.

fhtﬂ_.—ft_‘fcnthke—di I Shﬂ—hﬁd-%@—p—kaﬂ&ﬂ?@ﬁ%&%d e __

Fruit |
Many people cultivated [ruit in the mountains years ago, with apples,
peaches;-and grapes being the most common. But it appears to. us that peo- -
- ple relied very heavily on the wild fruit which grew in abundance. Some ex-
amples are blackberries, strawberries, hucklebervzer perszmmqns chéries, .
mu!bemes mayapples, and e[derbema& B o

KE\’NY RUNION: Peoplc gICW 1pples peac:hes grapes., plums and T



February, and that was all that was done> And it was delicious fruit. You

cellart'put stuff i, but most people just dug holek in th’ground.

MARINDA BROWN While I-was growing up on Middle Creek, my fa-

ther had all kinds of fruit, and there was no problem with bugs. T'here were

_several apple trees all around the house and barnyard. He always f{ertilized

them wth stable manure every vear. The kinds*I can remember that he

grew “cre-Shocklev Ben Davis, and lehcrtwatr I gucss he pruncd them,
but I really can’t remember.- : i

. He also set out some_cherry trees around, but as far as I can recall he

never pampered thém. ‘They just bore every year. There were also some

currant and some gooteberry bushes that were on the pld(‘ﬁ when Dad

‘bought it. He never did anything with them, cither. They just hore fruit.

~on—all Kinds of fruit trees. Many of those seeds were carried around by
* the birds, T guess, and . we also had self-sowed plum and peach trees all
““around from that. And no one ever tooL care of thcm—~d11 we did was p1ck
the frut : "

ADA KELLY: ‘We had a nice apple orchird and @ puiah orchard. W

Lalled em Indian pCdChC.S ‘and they were small and about as red as a p1ck-
led beet. And then iwe ‘had’ a small peach we;, called an 0penstone because
the peach didn't cling to the seed. We had to take care of 'the orchdrd—
mainly, we pruned and fertilized them durmq the cold months. We’ d store
the apples in a hole dug in the ground. First, we d put in some hay or straw

hay or leaves, ‘then. heavy soil. Thev kcpt all wmter

t'lkr: a whole Jot of work and they’ll grow in a Idt o'different pldCCb We al:
wiys gave ‘them-a trellis t'grow on, and we'd prunc thgm and put stable
: r'—mtmur&@rn thcm—em f_l’H)r wmtcr ‘Nothin’ much used to bothex emy but

/_old folks sa) al)out _prunmg, that 1f you saw an app ¢ tree hmb off on the -
new fmoon it’s guarantecd t heal——Just grows over like skin grows back. 1
¥saw a limb off on thold: moon th'wood’ll generally rot. So if T have any
~prunin’ to"do, I'll do it on th new moon if can. '

w ‘ .

LO\J DOVBR Manv peoplc grew cane. Ysow your cane and when it
"'gro“s up, it's Tike corn. When' th'seed turns brown, it’s ripe. Some people
cut _their. canc green an* make syrup froni greén cane. If it’s not good an’

GARDENING - o iy

don’t get fruit now'days that tastes like that fruit. Now some people ha.d a -

There was a man who used some of our land to start seedlings [to sell]

or dry leaves, and ‘pour the apples in. Thcn we cmeled it over with more_‘__.._‘,_";,__, N

| 'LON DOVER“WC oTew grapcs and Had” w;ld ’g’f‘apés”to(‘) Gmpﬁs don’t
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" sweet, it'll have a kind of bitter wharig. But you let the seeds get good an’

mill t'make syrup. That’s what old people haked their sweet bread out of.
Th’people who grew it ’iOld it 'people who didn’t havc it. They wasn’t too
many people had mills. They'd take it Cother pcoples mills an’ make it
‘Sorghum makes an awful black syrup. We thought it was good then Black
soil like we had won’t mal\e clear syr up—you have tUhave a red Cld\/ t'make
clear syrup.

. BURNETT BROOKS: There’s riot a-wholelot to growing cane. The work
- starts when it ripens. You just plant it and forggt about it for sixty to sixty-
- five days. You don't even put:much fertilizer on it. It's'really an easy crop
“grown. You can plow and hoe it about twice. You don’t_have to spray it
. {for bugsl. Then you-take- it “up -aboar this tiinie of “year “Tthe “middle of
October]. This [year’s crop] wasn’t planted until July fourth because of
) the weather, but usually we try to get it in around the beginning of June.

.jLA\VTON BROOKS: Cane is something that takes a soil that's naf t'oro

'ioo much wet weathel ‘canse it’s bad to blow over dunng, bad weather rmd
o th'lt ruins it. . . )

it’s ripé; if y'wait too long it could Come aqfro&,t oh it in the field and. that
_ ruins the tasteiof the syrup. 1f y'think i s gonna c;oon come a’ frost, and it’s
still in'the felg , Ycan strip it, cut it down, and stack and cover it for a few

jmade their own syrup. You plant it In the Sprlng SVIUp was cheap and it
. e ) ‘

T

PLATE 210 The cane tops
Myrtle McMahon is holdmrg are
fully rlpe

I‘lCh**d good clay soil’s the best ,,Sow 1t in rows so it c,an l)e worl\ed '1 {lme '

" You've got t'try t'get it cstrlpped cut down angl made into svrup when ..

.,\.;'.,.,H%RRLF?F FCHOL% IVI\ fdther grew. cane, _All thoqe mountam folk.

ripe on your cane, cut it down, strip-th’ fodder off it and bring it to a cane-

dd\s and thef fxoqt won't hurt it that way, hut v can’t lea\e it qtqcl\ed too

AN AT L



G'ARDE:NING o - _ . R T
was hard. woxk We couldn t sell 1t. 1 used to sell it for twenty-five cents a
gallon, My father just made hundreds and hundreds of gallons. He cooked

and COOl\lDU‘ vat #nd everything. Everybody couldn’t own a vat to cook
syrup “cause it was too expensive. One. person in the neighborhood like
would start the operation. They paid’em so much, I don’t remember the
" prices now, but we always had a big cane patch. 1 had to hoe 1t and that
was a job. Plum up until after I' married, we had cane.
| 7 3 bl / L s -
Tobacco | | Lo
HARRIILT ECHOLS . You get-the s¢cd ind prepare your bed. &irst you
TPt vour Tertilize or barnyard litter in it. Frame it in with planks and put a

" sow the seed, just pat them jn. They are little seeds and you don’t want -
- them very decp.”When thev come up then you put a screen over them; or
-'-'-:Z‘Mre then a plastic cover. You plant them on the, ¢ast side so the morning
sun will

51)\ Maybe eight. The bigger the better.

JThen you set them out in your tobacco pdtch You have t6 work th\e soil
s carefully to keep the weeds down. Plow it, hut you can’t plow close to the
5 plants; you have to go around and be careful not to bruise them. When it
' starts to ripén, it goes to seed; it has a bloom and a’seed on top. Then you
top 1t. 'They have little suc ]\erq on then, little plants that come out on. the

% stalk at the leaves. You have to pinch those little-suckers off to make good

| i tobacce, and all that strength goes to the leaves. Then when 1t r1pens :

i ... enough.all'the leaves go-together-
i ~ They cured the tobacco. back then. 'Ihe) didn’t have eurlﬁgkho_u&es_]ust
.. forasmall farm. They would just hang it in the barn, : :

¢

ESCOPITTS: My grdndfdthel grew tobaceo for his ewn use; a pateh

- syrup for all the neighbors. He had his own equipment, his own furnace .

it them, You let your. plants get.up six to. elght mches hlgh at least

4%

B

screen over it. Dig the dirt up and make it soft. Then, in the early spring,

about as big as this room [12"X14]. Whet those leaves began to tu1n—-.-',

now that was his job, we couldn’t do tht—he d go through the field when

- those bottom leaves began to tyrn and very carefully pick one off at a time

- and put them in- a basket. He'd go over his little patch two to three times,
" a week. He'd take those big tobacco leaxes tie a bunch together take ern:
and hang’em up in the barn till they got good and dry. He d put’em where

we couldn’t get to it, It was hard to grow; scems like every three to four

days checking those. Eedwes looking for worms. I always wanted to work
~with him in his tohacco, but no, that ways apart. R

W hen he got ready to twist his tobacco, he ‘would make a sweetened

water. with homemade Syr up and- he d put a blg wagon sheet down put his

\
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PLATE 211- When the tobacco
is: cut, the curing process is begun \
by tymg it in bundles and hang-
ing it in the field.
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con until he’ got it done. Some parts he’d have for chewin’, and some for
“smokin’. T'mr prettv sure he saved his seed. Some pedple had blg old tobacco
- patches. They-didn’t sell it The\ made their tobacco and they divided it
with people who dldILt have any.

PE
e
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Hay SRS ST

" b ’ - _)

LAWT O\T BROOKS Lots of\people grew hay. icv could sow it along
in August in their corn. Aftel I laid by my corn, I’d go in th’ £orn an’ sow it.
Then when y'gather your corn, you go back in there, cut th'stalks) rake

up big enough t'cut, you cut it bomet;meJ in thi spring. They d get-an ald
mule mowing machine [pulled with mules or hor§es] Then they had an old
rake driven with horses, an’ it’d rake up an’ when it got full vou'd trip it
“balérs then. o = -

You could get three cuttmqs ot of a meadow.-You won t get too much
“th’third time, LLLeeps conn’ up by itself each time. Then you could plow it
under and put it in somethmg else Itke corn. N

. .
— P

VHARRIEF ECHOLS: Hay is a crop 1a15€d in m(pqt “Bvery area now. All

was all done l)\ hand. Lo[ of times people wuuld plant gr 2SS on worn out

L,“.

PLATE 213 Bclle Dryman and: her son Foy put up .these haystarks Hcr cows'ha\e

nibbled away some of the hay fmm the bottom portions. -

GARDE\IINC : o R e

_them off, an’ you'll have you a clear: ‘meadow. A’ then whenwour hay gets.

Clan’ ivd’ damp th’hay, T hen cafter it cured, y'had tstack T Dldnt have no

'it on the tolmtco When it got pretty damp, -why, he'd twist. it. Hc d Lcep

the work Is- done with tractors and big mac hmerv today, bu~t\ used to be, it
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Lomheids “he]c the hnd wasn't qood enough to grow. other Crops any-

more, ’ i' o - _ ‘
When the hay got up tall elhoua: h and there was a good Stretch of drv

o we@thu! peop_e 'd go out with their seythe and cut 1t Now some folks had

horse-dratn moviilg machines, but we didn’t. How long it ‘takes to cure-
depends on the temperature, how long the sun is out, and the humidity.
The\ d turn it a time or two with rakes while it was curing, till it was ready.
~Then they'd rake it up and haul it in the wagon where they were going to
put their stacks. We didn’t know, what a_bale of -hay was. 1 didn’t see one 3
until I was full grown, "cause thev dldn t have ‘the machinery to work with

&

Yike thev do now.

BELLE DRYM AN: We stack our hm vet! [My son] FDV hales some, but
“we don't have: cnough cover for it all. We put up a tall pole t stack the hd}
“around it, then lay some bru_sh on the ground [around the pole] so it
" doesn’t set on th’ground. Then we. just go to stackin’ it arourid the po]e
 Y'have ttry t'make the top of the stack bigger than th’bottom, and you

'.:‘-hawe tla} th’ hay on the top so the water Il run off Il keep: right on—

"‘_',]u%t a little on’ the outmde’ll gct moldy. . S . :

Rye wheat and oats T

ESCO PITTS: You can plant wheat in December, and han&st it late next
5pring, Back then people had t “harvest 1t with a cradle, an’*th'same thing ™
with rye and oats. I've foliowed my father many a time and banded it,

I picked it up and tied it in bundles -an’ put elght bundles to th'shock. Let
“that cure, an’ th’ thrashmg machme d cofite around after a whlle an’ thrash
“it. You grow all three ’bOut th’same way, except-y'sow your rye when vély
Iay by vour corn in’ June We never grew many oats, but 1 think we sowed
them.in th’spring. They'd just cut th'oats in th’ green si“agc, and feed it
whoele to th’ fmlm'lls———qr'um and hay and all. : ..

- LAWTON BROOKS: You can sow rye in August in your cori—it <likes
cooler weather. I'uz always proud tsec th’old thrasher come . in ,there—
pufled by oxen—after we cut it'with a old-time cradle. M'daddy’d cradle it
an’ me an’ m’brother’d tie it'in pretty good- -sized bundles. Then we'd go.
~ back an’ shock it—several ‘bundles in a - slhock an’ two bundlés Sple’ld QUL
on th'top for a kind of roof. Stayed dry till we got ready t'stack it in th’ field.
We'd stack it when th'old iron - thrasher c_oul_d be brought in by thoxen.»~
When they got done thrashin’ at my house, he’d go to yours: We ha
haul wood for the thrasher—it had a-old steam boiler. We'd stack the s
t'use for bed ticks. Ever'year we got new straw for our bed ticks.

We grew our wheat and oats. At haneqt time, you cut your whelit dnd
Y s e 5 f

j
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= ground. It s the same way they*did hay "T'hey didn’t have to sow the groun

had a thx asher thrash thzfi“isgﬁeat out, sack it up, t ake it to the mill and get
your flour. T'he oats was for thefanimals. §

HARRY BROWN: Well, th’ W}WWG thrashed th’r\e we laid a bunch of
poles over a hole in th’ ground an&'i:l%’grd a wagon sheet ] m th’hole. We laid

m_ud! as you would out of ) ok longer. Th rye
Aalls down into th'wagon she t—then you tﬁkerg;h wagon sheet out, and
putit in sacks. Then yv'had alot of chaff in dt. \/\E@l—t}ﬁen a windy day, you
get out and pick up a handful 6f rve an’ pour it over 1r'i"f0 'mother sack, and

- th’'wind 'blows th’chaff out of it.} . .

~.H ARRIET ECHOLS : KRye, wheat, and oats, it's'all planted thc same way

E\cept rye,-they’d plant it earlier in. August or September. Thewr'y‘c will
make w;thout being plowed Wheat and oats; they had to prepare

- as thick as thev did hay, because it spreads as it comes up. They planted
“heat dnd oats about the same time. If they had winter oats, they d plant

£

: ;IS_LATEF"Q'HL Louint Cabe shows us how a grain cradle is used.

PR
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them n 1}16 fd“ thgsprmcr oats in 1*eb1ua-n Or March lhe wititer oats w111
stand the hdrd freezes.? but fhe spnng ‘oats thev had to put in when the- hard
freezes w ere over.

They had to $repare the ground the same way, put in the fertilizer or the .

harnyard litter,- whatever they had. Broadcast it over the land, then plowed.
it under, then sowegd their grain. A lot of people used to sow it in rows.

They* had this machinery to sow it. One little grain will come up- and Jmake

dozens of stalks. Then they had to harvest it. They'd cut'it_ with gmm cra-
dles, and put it in bundles and shock it. Tt was. hard-Tabor all together. They
calted it cradling the grain. The. graif- “cradle was as sharp as a razor blade

—it had to he to-cut the grain, When the shock cured, they’d haul it to the . -

barn where the thrasher could go, and thrash it out. It took four or five to
operate th.f: thrasher -

Pests n _
Interestingly enough, all the people we talked to said the insect problem
used to be very small. Some felt it had to do with the fact that people often

burned off their gardens and fields before plantma and that the mountains

were burned over every year. We were assured that there would have been
little need for chemical insecticides even if they had already been developed.

It. must have been quite a blow to people who had for years grown héalthy, =

relatively bug-free vegetables and crops, to witness the ever-growing insect
population and watch them lower their gardens’ productivity. :

S nimals, however, both wild and domestic, presented a greater problem .

tofeople s gardens years ago. For this reason almost everyone fenced their
L’eg’e able gardens, and while cattﬂe etr., were still onp open range, most peo-
ple fe 'ed their fields. Following we present a general quote from Anna
Howard about pests; after that we’ll give suggestions on dealing with indi-
vidual pests, and ﬁnaiiyj we’ll presenf a small piece on fencing.

ANNA HOWARD: [There are so many insects now] ’ cause they ain’t no ’

cattle nor hogs nor nothm in th’ woods is my idea. An’ people don’t burn
like they used to—burn off fields and b1g brush piles, kill all them jnsects.
1 remember we had rats. They’ d'get in th’garden once in a while and eat

a'httle in the garden. We didn’t do anything about themn. Now crows would . |

eat up your corn crop if you didn’t keep them scared out. We'd make scare- -
crows and put around the edge @f th’field—that’d scare’em out. Sometimes .=~
they *would get so bad, people would get out in th’edge of th’ woods and.

shoot-at’em. - i
Now we had rahbits. They was worse than anythmg clse. W’ e’ klds wouldl
have a coupie of rabbit boxes set out in the edge, of th’field, and evcry

iy




GARDENING -~ 0 e
morning or two, we'd brmg in a couple a’rabbits and Mama d cook em.
Th'rabbits could get through a fence like that, but they ‘had 5mpch styff
t'eat back then, they didn’t bother gardens like they do now. ‘'We had moles,
an used %o one of us'd sit around through th’ da) w1th a hoe t'kill i, but
_ then we got a mole trap. Th’ground squirrels got in a lot and we’d shoot

[them] an’ eat’én. Sees we kept dogs, and that was our pastime. -
~ Well, now, “coons, they'd eat corn in th’ field after it got hard an’ dried .
up. But th’ Iabi)]t'\ they'd eat stuff-some, but \ou could put 1 scare-boogers
. an’ keep'em out, an’ nearly evervhody kept: doqs to keep’ em‘ﬁm out of their
garden. Pcoplc ud make scare- boogf:rs tlook like a.man, an put a hat an’
'.-clothcs on‘em.

)

o

' ".’Ant.‘,.

»

‘e plow the gdrden up good ‘

e sprinkle fireplace ashes, soot, or snuff over thc anthﬂls .
‘@ »pour hot water over the anthills . - _ o
e pour UdSOHI]L owg er them‘ an'd lightit o

@ plant marigolds in the-beans™ - T e T
@ pick them off and put them in kerosene oil '

Cabbage Worms:

® pour warm water that’s-had a red pepper soaked in it over the cab-
bage

® dust with soot or ashes from the fireplace

@ sprinkle dry dirt on the cabbage : :

.~ ® pinch off a leaf from the bottomrof the plant, lav it on top of the cab-

© bage—in the mornin g it will be covered ‘with worms.

Cut Wﬁrms : -

.J

-e dig dou nto them and kill them ' ' '
Flca Beetles

@ dust them with soot or ashes from the ﬁrepla(,e -
Potato Bugs: ' L I _ F

e sprmklc plants with sulfur or ashes | A e
. @ -boil tobaceo stems in water and sprmkle over'the bl;gs
® plant petunias in thc patch ‘ : L

A

’EBeau Beetles S e e
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Tobacco Worms: . ' ' - 3

e dust with ashes or §00t .
® ‘pick them off 'md 1«\111 them

Blackblrds., _‘ .
: &
- ¥ 1 .
‘ @ shoot them RSB
" - @ use a scarecrow . . -
' e LCC? a cat in the garden : o,
@ run out to the garden and make a lot of noise. - i
- .
Crows- P -~ :

 put up a scaré row -
» shoot them ' .
hang tin foil or 1lum1num pie pans in nearby trees and on the plant‘s
_ ‘they " rattle in the wind and reflect the sun mtermlttently and scare
- them off .
- shoot one crow and hanq it up in the garden—lt w111 keep othcr% away
~ put an old hat high on a pole S . o a
‘hang a white shet:t up in the qardcnélt will ﬁap in the wmd and scare
“them ; P | ) ‘

Dccr. I . e e

e watch for thém to enter the field or gdrden and shoot thr.m
® put up a tall fence around the garden * ,x’"‘i\ e

GroundhogS' 04 ‘ S i ._L_ _____

® }\ecp a good groundhog dog . : Y
@ stick a sock soaked in° q%ohne in hls hoie ' -
e fill his hole with tin cans ' '
e
®

PR——
~.

 Sct a.trap in frcmt of His hole o L A /
¢ sit around the gaiden ina conccalcd spot and c;hoot him S

P15 Jake  Whldroop
demonstrategne way of&eeping




put kitchen matches in the mole run—they will eat the heads and the
“sulfur’will poison them o ' "’a‘ - '
set a mole trap in the run o ' N .
put mothballs il the run- -
‘stick rose stems i the SIdGS of the runs—they 11 scratch themselves on
thé thorns and bleed to death - — o o
teach your dogs and cats to kill them o

soak corfl in lye or arsenic and put some in the run,. and poison them

i - put very salty cornmeal dough or blscmt dough in the run—-if they eat
Jit, it kill thern . i

- plant mole plants (also called castor beans) around your gai“den -

put small-windmills in the garden—lthc vibrations will drive the moles
off . i e . -

whenever you kill a mole put him in another mole run and hlS bodyn

wiil scare off other moles ) o : )

‘get a long metal plpe fill. c}ne end wrth strong tobacco 11ght it, and
force the smoke into the run by blowmg on the other end of the plpC
5pr1nk1e salt in the runsw'

PLATE 216 Esco Pitts has used
this mole trap for years and years.
He told us it has killed numerous.
moles. B

RS :
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® set a steel trap balted with a piece of chicken on top of a polc

H

Rabl;its: o . | Ty

e gela good rabbit dog ' : ' . : - .
- @ sit around out of sight and shoot one when you sec it and then mal\e .
~ rabbit stew : .

@ set up stakes around the garden and run a string about six inches off
the ground around the garden—they won’t cross the string
set out rabbit hoxes (traps)
sow lettuce in your.squash-—ic’ll put the 1'1[)1)1t< to slecp e
put up a fence : : ‘ )
plant marigolds in your beam or’ petumaq in your potatoes——the smell
will keep them away : ' )
@ -set an old shoe out in the row- .
e ‘feed them all they can eat, and they wonst\eat up your gardcn
@ set glass ]3‘1;23 arourd in your garden roughly twenty feet apart. The
sound q)f the wind blowing over their tops will scare them away.
e filla gallon jug with water, add one tablespoon of kerosene, and sprin-
kle it on and.around the plams the Iahlntq will, eat; the smell will keep
them away for several days : '
take a piece of paper 111\6 the Atlanta Constztutmn two or threc folds
of it (it has to.be this big hecause it won 't rattle if you don’ t) and fold . |
the paper down ovér the stake at the top. Tie a qtrmg big enough to ﬁtf’m
_ around the stake so_the paper won't- blow off. It looks just like some-
bod\ head and arms ﬂappmg When’ ‘the ‘wind blows, the paper rat-
tles and flaps and scares them’ qomethmg awful. :
@ string some aluminum pans on wire. Be sure you strmg them over
' whatever the animal is cating. You can tie the wire to two stakes,
treesy oraﬂvthmg that’s ficar around. Don’t put’on too many-—ijust
~ enough so when the ‘wind blows thev’El rattle And they ‘shine in-
the dark; so that helps N

oc'oe

Raccoons:
’ :b.}_ "
@ kecp a good ’ coon dog and hunt raccoons regular durmg gardening
season

e set a trap for thern

e R
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' Rats:
@ set mothhalh around where }ou hst saw them-’

& set arattrap in a mole run; as rats often use mole rung
@ teqch your cats to hunt and kill them |
Squirrels:
@ get a squirre! dog
~ = @ shoot and eat them
& poison cormn, with lyeor arsenic

53

The following. people contributed in[ommtior;t on how to deal with gar-
den pests: 2 e
Joe Arrowood, E/dnze Buchanan M?s Cetil C"ann(m;" Ca_r[ Carpenter,
Leana T. Garver, Doc Chastdin, Mrs. Norman ColemanyTmogene Dailey,
Fred Darnell, Afzmmze Dickerson, Barnard Dillard, Bobbie Dills; Harriet
Echols, Tom Grist, Lonnie Harkins, Mrs. Earl Holt, Mrs. L. D. Hopper,
Mrs. Ray Kelly, Ted Lanich; Aunt Fa}’e Long, Peaj.'l Martin, Jim McCoy,

- Ulysses McCovy, Belzora Moare, Mrs. _Gebrge Nix, Mrs. . D. Quinn,
- Kenny Runion, Wil Lzﬁ'eagleg,-, Vina. Speed, B J. Stiles, I._Ja'ke Stilés, MT,%%
s Oren Swanson, Gladys Swanson, Gladys Teague, Cal Thomas, Nell Thomas,
. Mors. Birdie Mae Vinson; Ralph Vinson, T. F. Vinson, Pearl Watts, Grover

- Webb, ’\faomz Whitmire, Mvrs. Ben Wall:ams, M’m Grace Wz}émms, Lee

Wzifzams Will Zoellner. ¥ T

Fences

Most people put up a paling fence around iheir vegetable gardens. A pal-
" ing fence s sort of a ?oug}.f??_z'cket fence made of hand-split boards, pointed
on top so the chickens wouldn’t fly up on it and then into the garden, Many
people fenced in their farm crops too, but. there they used split rails put to=
gether in a zigzag pattern for that. These fences kept. out !;wger domestzc )
and wzla‘ animals whzch would eat the yegembi.ex and/orfarm crops.

ESCO PITTS: You had to enclose youl garded so my daddy split chestnut
' pahngs in those’days. Chestnut trees was mostly what he built. his house out
of. Chestnut trees would be sixty feet to the. first hrﬁb aagad long stralght
. trees. And they would split. awful easy and he would. ]ust 5p11t palmgs about o
S8IX to elght feet long. They’re thin slats about three quartcrs of an inch |
thick, about four to six inches w1de and as long as you want to make them.
A‘Then he put hlS locust posts in every eight feet and made his rajlings one at
the bottom and one at the top to nail his pallngs to. The palmgs went up
,and down; they were- sharp on the erlds |
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PLA'IF 217. This old paling fence surrounds Aunt Arie Carpenter’s vegetable gar-

PLATE 218" The rall fencc in front of Thomas Stubbs s cabin is very much llke the
ones people used to put up around their fields.
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R. M. DICKERSON: F\ er bod} had to fence their own fields. You had
fence logs and you were supposed to take care of your own cow yourseli. But
- hﬁfk when I was out here, they had. what y'called an open ‘range and any-
hddy,could turn their cattle out, and if you had a cornﬁeld you had to keep
it fenced up to keep the cattle out. But after-we voted out the free range and
. voted in the fencin’, ever’body that had cattle had to put them up and '
keep'em in their own - pasture. After that we didn't have to fencc our
~cornfields so much.

DIFFERENCES IN THE OLD AND NEW

fu"am people we spoke to felt that L‘lze”z*eﬁetabies they used to grow tasted
better than those they grow-today. The differences weve attributed to “the
facts that they used. to grow mon-hybrids, whereas today most seeds are

~ hybrids; that they used to grow vegetables totally organically, but don’t.
L now; and rhat age may have hzndered Thewrsense of taste.

_'ANI\A HO’WARD I think the fert1117ers make a difference. I thmk that

makes th’difference in the taste of the plants we eat. You take peOple that
use stable manure for their garden; I think that imakes a difference in the
flavor of the food—it grows off better. Now I garden with store- bought fer-
tilizer, and 1.don’t like it either. T can’t get 'a good pretty garden like I
want to. I'think about back when I was a kid and my father used thave
- thege prett} gardens. And now I can’t get one like that and T'm sure it's
that stible manure: It's realfy qood for a garden. ?

ADA KELLY: I really belicve that some of them had & r1cher ﬂavor They"
were grown just from the soil with no additions at all, and it just seems that
they had a better flavor. k
LAWTON .BROOKS: They have a lot of dlﬂerence-——m th'beans an’ in,

th’tomatees and thmgs Ili\e that. Th’ beans tastﬁ altogether dlffcrent from
th'kind they used to grow-then. - 4

HARRIET ECHOLS: There is a difference in the taste of vegetables now -
and then. I don’t know whether it’s that we: _people have grown older and
our taste buds are getting away from us, dimming, like our eyes, but it
doesn’t seemn like the vegetables here taste as good now as they used to. You
know, 1 used to tove fruits and 1 ate _them all the time. I still do, but I have

to force myself T-don’t care for them like I used to, I don’t know why.

LI

i
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‘BIRD TRAPS

awton Brooks, one of our most

Linformative contacts (Foxfire 3,

pages 221—44, for example),

amaged us again by sﬁo;«ving us how to do something that we hadn’t seen

*_before. Lawton, who stops by our office occasionally, revealed on one par-

ticular afterncon that he could make a bird trap—a trap thaf not only
caught other small gamé as well as hirds, but one that also left the animal

1 alive. Since we were mterested in other methods and devices that snared an-
1mals such as rabbit boxes and deadfalls, we askeﬁawton to show twq of

the students who work with us, Robbie Moore and David Hopkfns how ke
made one. As Lawtsirmade it, he told us a httle bit about them, as well as a
'fur{my story about his brother: : ' '
FBack when [ learned to make bird traps, my brother Neﬂ and I
would .use our fat}?:ié boards. He always kept a stack of boards around for
everythmg was covered with old-time boards.

patching the roof with

Well, we’d slip those boards and split’em up and make the trap out of them.

We didn’t have no nails. We knew that if we got his nails, he’d raise cain.
You could use nails, though. But we had to learn to do it the way we had to

 BIRD TRAPS, DEADFALLS —

do it. We didn’t have no riails to nail’em together w1th S0 we put a. bow "

oh’em to hold’em together

Tewe used to catch a lot of quaﬂs or any kind of kittle bird that "would .

~ come and get m it. *Course you take an ol’ hog or something big, they’d tear
it up pretty easily, but just common game won't. I've caught rabbits in’ it
before. You can bait it with corn or anything. You just make_the. trigger
and put a nubbin of corn, a piece of bread, or anything you warit to put on
it, and the animal or bird will come. i ¥ '

As Lawton showed us how to make the trap, he told us a little about his

childhood. There were six children, four boys and two girls. His oldest
brother was Erneést, then' after him was Wayne, then came Neil, and Law-

. ton was the youngest boy. Neil died as a result of the flu in the flu epidemic
about the time of World War One. He was twenty-one, and was working.as
a brakeman on a train. “He took the flu, but got better and thought he had

- f R i : .

3
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to go back to work. The doctor told him to stay in, but he went to work

anyway. He took a backset and never got over it. He hadn’t been married

" buf a month or two when he died.”
As he talked about his brothcr Neil, Lawton remeémbered somcthmg the

two of them had done when they were younger — = —-—— ——— __ —
“Neil was ahbout the size of this one here [Robbie, age sixteen] when he,
jumped out-of the baru loft. 'He. thought he was going to. make him a Kite
“and fly, and he liked to have got killed. :
“We had big doors at either end pf. the—hdyloft up in the barn. We d push :
the hay out into the cow lot from there. We didn’t have much hay up there
‘at the time. My daddy and mother had gone to town and left Neil and me

T

alone. They’d always tell Neil to take care of me. My mother and daddy

~had one of these big o]’ canvas umbrelias You'd set in the buggy and it'd
cover the whole buggy.

“So Neil got to studying about making a parachute. He.said, ‘Tell you *

what let’s do. Let’s take this umbrella, take a run to go, and jump out that
lower door [of the barn] J’ust as you jump, open it. And you’ll float down
to the ground easy.’ '

- “He tried to get me to do rEi,wa:l I started to. I ran"to the door, but
" when I looked down, I stop‘ped\I couldn’t do it. And he commenced to
hollerin’, “You're a chicken, you're a chicken. I'll show you how to do it.’

“So he just backed in there and hestook a run to go, and when he opened
the umbrella, it just went wrong side out. He hit the ground like a log. He
didn’t move for a long time, knocked the breath out of him, I thought he
was gone, too. I looked down there. T went down the sﬁalr steps*and out in
the lot and rolled him over three or four times before he'ever got his breath.
I was just sure that it had killed him. But he was all right. He was ]ust sore.
\1y daddy asked him, ‘What’s the matter with you, Neil?”’

- “And he said,;*Well, I'm just kind of sore like I been hftmg or some-
thing.’ ‘ =3 '

“And I was afraid to tell my father amthmg 1 Lnowed that if T did, me

. and I\fell would have a fight.”

Intgrmew; and photogmphf_’bj‘)RobBi_e'Moore and ngi:d‘ Hopkins.

PLATE 219 . Lawton begins the trap
by laying two boards (247 % 34" % 114”)

square.

‘parallel about 22” apart. He then lays _
two more hoards across these to form a ~




PLATE 220r Lawton..adgs on boards
alternately” going ‘straight up on two
sides and sloping th«‘z other two sides
until the trap is eight to fen Boards
high, »

PLATE 222 The 'trap with all’ the
boards in place. : :

]

- . &
PLATE 221 ,He then “tops off” the
trap with several more boards so the
birds cannot fly out . the top. Lawton
says, “You can top off the trap anytinte
you want to.” Make the spacing in the
boards so. the bird {or animal] (:?gﬁsee
and they ainlt if# the dark.” .

PLATE 223 Lawton dogs n ot use nails

in making his traps, but holds them to-

gether with a bow—a green stick about

2’ long that he pulls taut over the top

and ties with rope to the bottom Hoard -
on either side. B

-

t
7
E

PLATE. 224 Diagram shows scale of
the sticks used to make the trigger.
Stick “A” is.9” long, “B” is 97", and
(G is 20”. The sticks are the same as
those used for the deadfall trap (see
PLATE 229). ‘




, o S

PLATE 225 The trigger is made of
small green. sticks. of. hickory or other
hardwood. Lawton carves: out the
notches while the wood is green and pli-
able, then lets it dry before-putting any
stress on it. The set trigger is baited on
the right end of the horizontal section
with bread ot corn or.other hait,

PLATE. 226 The ‘trigger asserribly is
made of three sticks. When set up, they
make the numeral four. When set, they
hold | together only because of the ..
welght of the trap pushing down on the -

‘vertical stick. It 15 so delicately set and

balanced that the slightest movement by
the animal or bird against the horizon-
tal piece will collapse the tfigger aSsem-
bly and bring the trap down. The base
of the verticdl stick is not stuck intp the
ground, but sits on top of the ground so
that it will fall over easily and not keep_
the trap from falling. : J

PLATE 227 The set trap._ﬁ.ﬁ; the bird or animal nibbles at the"bait, the trap falls,
holding the victim unharmed inside the trap.




PLATE 91

PLATE 92

o

~ Now measure in another 44" and draw another line { ¥3) parallel to the

one you just drew, This liné will indicate the thickness of the tray. -
From this line, measure down the block whatever length you w1sh the 1 1n—7

side of the tray to be {in this case 16”), and draw a line { (% 4) perpen-

) d1cular to the center line. Measure out another 5" and mark again { ¥ 5)

“Mark-a-center-width line (¥ 6—the one with: the circle on it in Plate

~g1). In this case, you would measure §” i fréi either-of- thevinner, hnes

‘Transfer this line to the bottom by the me_thod shown in Plate g2. o
Go back to the center line you drew down the length of the block. You
“are about to mark out the width of the handle. The lines you see in Plate 93
~ are marked 11" on each side of the center line for a total width of 212"
- Extend the center line down over the edge of the block on both ends so you
_.can.draw a center line on the bottom. ' '

The other lines on the block are what Mr. Harrison uses to develop his' ™

own theory{ébout making the trays. They help him keep up with what he is
domg when he marks the curvature and begins to dig out the bowl He laid
these off by the width 6f his square. .
- On the arcled hine'in Plate g1 you will notice a short ‘mark near the edge
of the block. The mark is 5" in from the edge of the block. It is marked an
with dividers { Plate g4 ) using the pomt at which lines #1 and X6 inter- )
sect as the center.
In Plate g5, Mr. Harrison uses the dividers to begm to mark the arc of
the tray, He tries several radii until he gets one that “pans out,” beigg care-
~ ful not to mark the. wood which will become the -handle. Mark with the
* " dividers until the curve begins to turn toward the center. Finish the curve




PLATE 95

PLATE %4

/PLATE 97
Fo .

* PLATE 96
e ' .
;" as shown in Plate gr. ‘e call this my French rule
cause I get so many curves out of it. There’s sonie more up there 1 made. I
Mr. Harrison then goes over
. . i

with a “French rule

just bent this piece of green pine and it holds.”
the final outline of the bow! with a lead pencil (Plate g6).
~You are now ready to begin dxggmg out ths bowl of the tray. Mr. Har-
rlson uses a small adze called a cooper’s adze to do this. Start from the mid-

dle; and work slow Iy outward (Plate 97). Be very careful not to g6 too deep

i
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DEADFALLS - b T

A deddfall trap works on exactly the same pr1nc1ple and uses the same
triggcrmg device, as the bird trap Lawton Brooks showed us how to make.
By definition, however, a deadfall kills the animal when the trigger is
released. '
Tedra Harmon explained that when he sety up a deadfall trap, he finds a
“large flat rock that is heavy enough to crush any animal unfucky enough to
. -be under it when it.falls. He then raises one end and sets the trigger. As
.'.'Wlth a bird trap, the bait is placed on the pomted end of the horizontal
“ " stick. In order to keep thé bait on the stick more securely, Tedra pushes it
past the pointed end, splits the end, and drwes a -wedge into the split to
~spread the end and anchor the bait in place. For raf)blts and possums, he
~uses apples, beets, or cabbage for bait. For raccoons, he uses sardines. For
' ;"mml\s foxes, possums, or skunks, Tedra baits the trap with one third of a
;':__grav squirrel or a whole bird.
- To insure that the. animal enters the trap; only from the front, wood
o rocks ‘and brush are placed at both sides of thcf trap.

Amcle and photogmpks by Robbie Moore.

PLATE 228 Millard Buchanan and Wig construct a deadfall trap.
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PLATE 229 aDimensionNd .
mechanism of the deadfall. ™ .
s
PLATE 230 The set trap. -

an




s FOXPIRE 4

'RABBIT BOXES

Though rabbit boxes have been mgni}oncd mmthf,v past ~see ﬁe-rFov(ﬁ»re“" it
" Book, page 257] we never found aflyone who had more complete informa--
tion. on them. Recently, two of our students, Mike Drake and Bob Sjostrom,
. found an old one at an abandoned home place in,our county and photo-
graphed and measured it for this chapter : | . )

¥

PLATE 232 The bait is

- placed” behind "the notched
triggering  stick.© When ' the
rabbit pushes agamst this, it = &
- s released

PLATE 231 The sabbif box—
.- set and ready.

" "PLATE 233 and the door slams shut.
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PLATE 234 Diagram illustrates the trap mechanism.

PLATE 235 Diagram shows dimensions of the rabbit box.
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s . ' nnie ‘P\erry is 2 lively elghty-
: ' . three-year- -otd. ~lady who lives
= > .in a home that e ancestors

buﬂt befOIe the C‘l\ll War. The one thmg that” really amazed me abeut
- Annie when I first met her was her remarkable memory: She can rémember
' ;_thmfrs that T ¢an’t remember from one day to the néxt. For example she
rcan reme}nber how to measure a ropm to sée how, many bushels of corn it
~will held; she remerbers "how to figure out ‘the intérest on borrowed
_money; but T think the most 1mpoﬁtant thing she remembers is that we are
Callin th1s world together and that we have té love and help each other.-

Annie also has a great love for animals. The first time we met her, she
had a newborn pig whose mother had died and she was feechng it on a bot- '
tle until it got big enough to eat. e

She has the gift of making anybody feel at home w1th her. She. told us
that one thing she loves to do is talk, especially when: there are people there
to listen. Annie talks a 6t abotit-her hair and how it used to be so long and
- ‘beautiful. She has told us many times that she thinks a person’s hair is their .
- beat feature, and she told us that she w1shed hen halr was still long and
thlck ' et

_But:Annie doesn’t have to worry. about her hzur or her outef“ appearance.
I know that inside Annie is the most beautiful person I've ever known, and
that means more to me than any outer beauty anywhere. L

¥

KAYE CARVER

Intervzews by Kaye Carver, Maybelle Carpenter ]an Brown, and Laure
Brunson. - -
Photos by Jan, Kave Maybelle, Roy chkemon and Beverly ]mtus

I’ve lived here all my life, round and about. This house was started about
July 1864, and i August it was finished with a top on it. My grandfather
and his neighbors built it. It didn’t have any chimney and Grandmother

e xf'\,a~
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shade of her back porch.

| cooked outdoors under ajbrush ‘arbor. In the fall they sealed the cracks
with boards, three-foot pieces split out of tlmber The house was first
" covered with logs and buijlt like a bird trap. ‘at the end. It was—tapered-u';rf—”_*

with logs for the-gable and logs put-across from the long ways of. the house -
~ [poles running the length . of the building acting as both rafters and lathing].

Thev put the chimney: on-that fall. It lasted about a hundred years. We
tore it down about ﬁfteen years ago because 1t looked like it was going to
fall on us. e

_ The first floor was-a-puncheon-foorsit-wasn’t- plzmk ‘but~made-of spht“"-.“‘ S

logv, that were about two qhehes thick, Then they were smoothed off. There .

have been three extra floors [since then]. - ..

% We had store:bought furniture. We had a Titile iron bedstead and its
ead and foot weren’t nb bigger than® my little ﬁnger Then we had one

ﬁbmemade bedstead" that‘I was a great big old thing. It had great big posts,

big railings, and slats. IU didn’t have any ‘cords—it wasn't a corded. bed-

stead, never did have one ‘of those We had straw mattresses' and cleaned

them out every year. We'd burn the old fand ‘get some new. DIl tell you

what, they lay just as good after you get them fixed and leveled up. They

good a bed as anyone wants to lie or*Mother had a feather bed

o vl A L

lay good with a big, heavy quilt over the top of that straw mat®ess, ]ust as

At

TATE 236 Annie Perry string-
ing and. breaking beans in the

i o



~-coumnt-of- ‘the-spring...Papa. thought the Spring” was the greatest thmg that
_ever has been. I've been here ever smce

7'someth1__ng to eat, and you can eat it.

L et
G

' PLATE 237 Annie greetmg two Foxﬁrgz editors from the fr(;nt porch of her log.

hame.

r 1 . ’ . : S

My mother, ‘my aunt, and my uncle all grew up in th1s house. My mother
and father lived here till T was born, and then they built them a house up
on a hill from here, and we lived up there till my grandmother dled e
1925, and-then we moved back down here. We moved down, here. an: a.omwmm :

'T'don’t want no city life because I don’t like it. T lived in a city in South

. Carolinia for two moriths, and - T didn’t like it. T lived there lonq enough to

know 1, don’t like it, because I like nelghbors but they were just too close
thére. - - -

# When you live in the country, you can have a garden and you can go. -
pick fresh vegetables whien . you want’em, and they don’t cost you so much.
God-gives you the stréngth and if you use what He gave you, you miight not’
make a bountlful ‘crop, but you can make some. If you've lived long enough

and nobody won’t hire you and,you're able to work, you can make you

f . ' |

i ]
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“"PLATE 238 Annie in her gar-

‘den. She’s had the garden. in the
same spot since she was a little
girl, add it still ‘grows corn ten

| izer, and ‘plafits only by the 31gns -

arms, you plang vOur cucum@ers Your roet crops, you pizmt when the srgn S
in the legs and feet. Now as for other thmgs we’d make jelly on the new of
the moon, and get a whole lot mare jelly’ and the ]urce would jCH quxcker
than makmg it on the full of the moon. ? !

My grandmother’d make her own soap. And she’ d alwavs make the soap
on the new of the moon. That’s when you just see it ]ellmq the best

When we'd-kill hogs we'd alwavs try t kil’em on’ the decrease of the
moon—when it gets smaller. And then yousr meat won't puff up and be big
old thick pieces, and it’s easier to render [See ‘the ehapter on- plantmg by.
the signs in The Foxfire Book.T ; ‘L

We had a lot of ammals——oxen mules, a horse hogs COWS ehrcl«.ens-
ducks, sheep, dogs, and cats. The hogs and COWSs WEIL wherever they
pleased all bver the mountams : : . : '

‘We've had bees ever SiIkce I could remember. There weren t 1o grand—
children: for adong time except Suzre and ‘me, and I begged Gra‘ndpa for
some bees He gave me otie stand . and he sald the first -tlme-—that. one
swarms it belengs fo Su21e The next thmg, 1tﬁ swarmed and that- onel Wwas
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: %T‘Eﬁil}lﬁ‘ot"lﬂlpﬁl tart th1g;1q Ighdd wh,.; 'ilhtd I)ut were' }\my 5hcep Yes
Bouluse theﬁmae ggnt e wd‘_thc) 3 ;@a :

; ““'Ep, and I \e mi L@j t ! i1
ouidoor hfe *‘Al th'_l_i
.wo?l\ 1 Lust 91161};{@&

"1'L all put heﬁ: to .w_orI\. \V

at hul tq_-tpu
nds ouupltd dﬂd l\eeps em from domg things .

) orked to have somethmg to hve on. Papa d
it by the fire, and hlS mauls tha’t he used, and

We dldn t V;aork for fun
make his gxe hancﬁ%‘s of
--Smgletrces he’ d 'u :

lread} grown when Mama_ first bought heér
ttle bitty <lamp that’ ds hold about a pint—it -
’urlo_§1ty, and kerosene oil cost five _cents a gal-

“time ';hven in the winter, we ﬁxed the fen(‘e around
the farm; and dene LlC’il‘Tﬂg around, and when the ground was- kZ{I"y enough
- we'd plow in the winter. T had to feed the chickens, ducks, hogs, sheep, but.
I weit Fo school every mirute that we, had school. My.daddy never képt us

out a minute from going to school, no- mdtter how much work he had to do-

_that we; couId help h1m do.. He said’ he didn't want us to grow up like he S

did. 5 : .

“ We had a hdld time washmg the clothes We had a blq old pot (I've st1H
- got that washpot) of iron, and you é,ather up your dirty clothes, take’em
down to the branch, fill up your tubs with water, fillup th’pot, heat it good
‘and haye it warm, and have homemade lve soap, and a big stick about so
._long, trlmmed off like a bat. You d have a big stump, piece of wood settin’
up that way, ant‘l put your clothes orttathere and beat'em with that stick, and
- then put’em in the pot and put a ﬁre around the pot, and some soap in the
pot, parboﬂ em, and then boilem. Then you rinse your clothes and get all

(U,t,ocl].l i
T . g ;
=Vof our brows, And. same people are.,

0

.




. _ 7 ‘ . O S :
208 _ . : o © FOKF/I’RE 4
. “‘?the S0ap ¢ ‘out. You didn’t have a wringer; you wrung this way [Anme makes
a wringing motlon] with your hands. And then hang’em out on the line and
let’em dry and they’d be pretty - and white. We’d hang’em on the grapevine,
and go to the woods and get long, slim -poles, and get one with a fork and
set it in there and hang your clothes on that. The clothes were real strong
then, not like what we got now. (The clothes todav wouldn’t] last long,
_ would thev3 You get after’em with a battlin’ stick Tike'I used to have to get
- after Dad’s old britches—-it would get’em clean. '
I didm’t have very many toys. Il tell you what tovs we had—we had two.

three feet long cne time. Yes, “she took a one- pound flour c;ack to make the_
front of it. Stuffed it with cotton. Me and Sugzie, that’s my sistef, “we'd take
“care of our cats. We had:two old cats, Sandy and Coachie. And Bouncing

: ng was the dog. He’d go as far as from here to the top of the hill and stay
all day. We'd play with our dogs and cats. We didn’t have toys like children
“do now. We climbed trees, too. I fell out one time and like to broke my
“fieck, And I'll tell you another thing. Down below where we went ta play,
there was a brarich—and a white ok right on the edge, and a limb sticking -

 out. Wed catch ahold of that limb, swing way out over that branch: Wwed

= a kﬂled ourselves if we’d a’fallen. Papa came along arid found us hangmg .
" on that limb. He cut'it off. That ended the fun. He cut it down,

We'd pIay ball and’ drop-the-handkerchief and ring-them-a-rosie. ‘We ..
also pla»ed grape-vine twist. It’s a dance. We didn’t have any music. They’s
two sfd,es to everything, you know. Each fella -had a partner. Ring up
amund us and we'd break and swing baékwards. It’s lots of fun. Now; that

~ was a game we used to play at school. They didn’t allow us to do that ei--
ther and we’d slip off down the road, halfway to the top of the hill, “that's
~ where we'd all go. Just have a partner apiece and we'd just have a big time.

4 We played hig ring. It ain’t nothmg but square dancing. and there’s noth-.
ing that’s any more interesting.. If nobody gets lost" The teachers didn’t
allow it. They didn’t think it was r1ght There’s no harm in dancmg, surely,
if it’s carried out right. There s ‘not a: blt no more harm in square dancing
than there is i eating. :

., My parents were strict, and they wasn’t only strict at the house but if
they let us off by oursebves S, My daddy would say, *Now, you’d better not do
this what I'm telling you not “toda, I get ahold of it,and I'll- whip- you.”
Well, we didn’t do i, beeause my ddddy was\aguthful man “and he’d whip
me. He wouldn’t. have let us get by with-it. When\he le%go to the’ neigh-
bors” house t6 ‘play with the children, he’d say, “If they’re goifig-somewhere,

- you come back. I want to know where yourare.” If they were gomg\ser&

- where, we came back home. He kept a real close eye—well "he ]ust wanted ™.




“zie, with their dog. ¥ . -

&

@

to know where we were. He said he dldn tswant to turm us loose and let us
from here to the Chatooga River and not know whexe we were

enoughf but that was his way of thinking, and, if there was one thing we

keep count.. But Daddy ‘whipped me one time for telling himi' I’d not.doit;
if he wanted it done to do it. hlmself He made me come to him

- talked to me. He said, “Now, Annig, I'm,your daddy and you're not*going
to talk to meohi\e thlS and you’re gcnng to respect me. I'm your daddy.
When you are grown, you may talk towme l1l<e that but not as long as you-
stay under my roof.” ) :

by this little bridge where Mrs. Bleckleyhad an-apple tree and apples would

o ul’you go picking up her apples

I .Went to school about two ml-les and a half from here, toward the east. I

a'went that long " T went till I was twenty-two years old. Yes, and I didn’t
"ngt farther than the seventh grade But that was all right, T went to school,

.

PLATE 239 Anmes SlSteF 1.iz-

We didn't have much freedom. Sornetimes T thought we d1dnt have_'
were, not allowed to doﬁwe were not allowed to talk back. Daddy gave me

one whipping—one wizzppmg Mama_gave me many whlppmgs—l didn’t -+

come, between his legs and sit on eneleg afid he set on a, woodpn and

He taught me to be truthful;. honest,,and lund to everybody @ “fn:lﬂnollg_“
speak ugly to a grown person and not,to touch a thmg that belonged to_the
other person w1thout asking. When we first started to school, the path went .

fall in the road, and we-didn’t have any apples. Daddv said, “Now, Annie,"
. Mrs. Bleckley has an apple tree ught there on the side of the road and don t

- I'wasn’t so dumb, but there wasn’t nothmg else tasdo from ]uly to Decem-‘f“.“-r-‘\

went for thirteen years. One of my nieces said, “Why, Annie, I wouldn’t -
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ber. We'd help my daddv in thc ﬁclds Then we’d have nothing to do, and
_the teacher would say, “If you've got nothing to- do, well come on then,
mayhc youw’lt learn something.” I never went a year but what 1 learned
" something. T was seven when [ started. The schoolhousc was a good build-
ing. It was built in plank Thc first school hu1ld1ng I ever went to was
. . abgut a mile frome here. | wcnt there till T was ten or twelve years old. And
‘then they consohdatcd the schools together, there was two schools One
couldnt rget along through’ the winter by itself, so they put em both to-
gethcr Then T went from this side of ‘the Bapt1st Church to a slab-block
building with a ro6f onit. When it rained, it leaked at the top of the door.
We'd go start up to class, go up right through that water. We went in about

. CIght—th1rty, supposed to get there by then, and youwd have an hour and a

half of recreation. An-hour at lunch and fifteen minutes in the morning and
ﬁftccn minutes in thé afternoon. We done some tall playmg at that hour;

i Tun ourselves to death playing ball!

“We studied history, geogiaphy, English, ar1thmet1c and spelling. I w1sh I .

o coulcl find me a United States history book. I started out at three [months

in the school year] and quit. at six months The county provided that. I
don t know I guess thc state paid in some taxes; too. But the teachers didn’t .
llom twch_t-\_-to thirty-five dollars. Thcy had- what thcy called Tcachcrs In-
stitute, and "they’d"go and they’d train’ em. Then they’'d give'em their

. papers.-and have’em to ‘work at them. And then thcy’d grade their papers, .
- and they had one, two, and threc_thrce grades, first,’second,, third: T never

" had a school teacher in.my life, honey, that had- a high school education.
They generally went through the seventh grade, and went to this Teachers’
Institute. A good scholar that had Just finished the seventh gradc could-
* teach school. I'm not focling you.-

-1 don’ t want to teach school *cause there are too many bad young’uns. I
“don’t want that responsibility on my hands. T went torschool, and I've been
~in school and 1 know good and well that the poor old school teacher just
“had to sit there and take it from-he or she or whoever it was. Give the child
a whipping and he’d go home and tell all in his favor—in his favor. And
- here {the parents] come. Well, T said, “Shoot, I'd_rather be a knot on a
htckory tree than be a school ‘teacher. 1 ain’t a bit better yet, not' a school
tcachcr Oh, whcc ‘no!! I believe in correcting children. myself, and T-be-
lieve 1 in whippin’em with a switch. I don’t believe in-hitting with a paddlc
You can make black and blue spots with’ erm and hardly know you re usmg
LAt

__«vThe chlldrcn don’t have the ¢ducation, thc knowlcdgc, that T had. I'm-a
Cwise guy now. They don’t know anything about cveryday life, about every-

~day living. I’ve questioned some of the children around here, and I know o
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‘they ‘don’t know it. They don’t L,né)w' how to measure lumber, they don’t -
know how:to measure how much corn’a room would hold with the dimen-
sions being ten feet high,éeight feet wide, and .twelve fect long—they don’t
know how to find th’dimensions of a bushel of corn. They don’t know arith-
metic; they don’t know: English; they don’t know spelling. You need those
—they’re the most essential subjects there are Why these children couldn’t
tell me 1f they had two "hundred to lend to someone on 8§ per cent-interest
for two.years and six months. They couldn’t tell me how much whoever
" borrowed the money would bedue them at the end of the two years and six
-months. Can you? I can! The:\v' don’t teach that now—or they didn’t teach
the children around here that. That’s what I call everyday living.
- People had different ideals when I was growing up, different all the. way
- around. For instance, chlldrenl_‘ are not taught to work like we did—we had
 to work to make our bread. thn we got out of school, we didn’t loaf here
_and yonder, no sir. Now they he in bed till ten o’clock, get up and eat their
~dinner—come hack in twelve, one o ‘clock in the night. I -didn’t do that—
"“there wasn’'t nowhere to go—none of this running up and down the road
- for me, or anyone else! We went to bed when dark ‘came, and got up the
next morning when the sun came up. : g |
I don’t approve of a lot of the ways that young people do, and there’s 1o
elderly people that do. You don’t want'to hear what think of kids today!I -,
think they don’t care. T don’t-think they have any bofdy pride. Now, I -
wouldn’t show my knees % nobody, but you all.” And T wor’t have nty dress
shorter than my kneés. They don’t care any more. Now, I'm gonna tell yous
" You asked me! They don’t care no more about their nakedncss They don’t’
‘care as much as Adam, and Eve did, *cause Adam and Eve was ashamed of
their nakedness when they was born. Went and tried to pm fig leaves to-
: bgether and make aprons to hide their nakedness. .

Some changes in the world are’good and sorne are not. Some of it has
degraded people. They don’t. observe the Sabbath as they should. They
don’t take care of their bod1es as they should. They dord't rely on nobody.
They think they can rely on themselves. It gets ’em to thinkimg that they -
can do anything within themselves, when you can’t do that. They used to
zely more on their Maker than they do now. They have learned so much~

" that they think, “I don’t have-to call on my Maker?” Things won’t get bet-

“ter, not the way the world’s going. 1 thmk Judgment Day is close at hand.

» I don’t believe they went to the moon. T don’t know, But 1 ]ust don’t be-
lteve they did, Why the moon is a—I never: studled sclence in my life, I
never did gd ¥ sghool farther than the seventh grade, and I'm glad I got

~that much. Children, I'm eighty-three years old. And I never did care for

- science. And I read the Good Book, and the Good Book said that thc maoon
" was made #0 rule the earth (md all the heavens thérein, ﬁshes of'the’ sea, and
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the fowls of the air, and even man’s body. And the moon rules the ‘vegéta- -
tion. I don’t think they landed up there. You just know what,they' said.-And -
how do you know but what they carried them rocks,with’em? Possibilities
that they did. And if it was made to fool with, it'd been put down in the
reach of man. I believe that too. “Cause we know that God ueated ev cry—
thing. ; "
7 1 think that the world has made great progre%s but they’s-a few .thmgs
that I think is money spent foolish. And that is trying to ge to the moon! I
don’ { think that's fair at all. God made everything, He rn"_Lde man to rule
~the earth and all the inhabitants therein, And he didn’t make, the moon, for
‘man to play with. If he did, he’d put it down for man to reach. He'd put it

N

g “anyhow where man could get on a stepladder and go up! I don’t think that

it's—well, it’s just no means! The moon is the moori. Leave it along!-
There’s not a thing in the world up there but just the moon. And if they’
read the first chapter of Genesis, they’ll find, out what the moon is—first

i ":"'f(md second chapters, 1 helieve 1t iswfthev’l find out how God created the

- _':-(‘.'U"th And he made everything. Man was created. The earth was made.”
-";_I m not educated of course. But 1t’s true. We had it in Sunday School. yes-
tcrd’w about the creation.’ , .

Tt took him six days to create all these thmgs He dldn t do it in one dd\
And so the moon and the stars—the moon was made to shine at night:and
the stars was made to’luminate the sky, and the sun just warms the earth,
that's all it does. But the moon rules the earth. Now you girls that study sci-

ence, don’t it teach vou that the moon rules the earth? And- so, therefore, T
don’t think that they ought to be fooling with the moon. Theére’s nothing up -
there. And what we see on the moon is the %’Hddow of the earth. You'look at
our maps and see the shadow on the moon and see if if ain’t just exactly
alike. Don’t you-think it is? If vou don’t think it is, don’t you agree with
_me! Some night when you see a'big round moon, you look at that shadow,
~and seeif it ain’t just like the map of the earth. o

I don’t know nothing -about ghosts, nothing about a ghost. In fact, I
.. never was brought up to heat ghost tales. My daddy said not to tell children
vhost tales. Said it'd make’em afraid. Well, I'm not afraid, hut I tell vou I

- had, d blster tHat wouldn topen a@ d6oT and go out on the porch and gét a
dml}\ “of 'water at the well, She was Jjust afraid of the dark. .
Ligver did know anything abeut haunted houses and’ ghosts. They’s no
such thmg as a haint. It’s not a thlng in the world but imagination. They
© Just imaging they hear these things, and {héyédon-’t hear’em at all. Now this
-is not a haunted tale—this is tgue——I. w;':zis seven years old when I started
school, and 1 had to go through these wood Lb‘ve_r there. And everybody
thought they wzls‘haun_ts.‘in‘the woods. Andove'r yonder at that old house
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where you turn in"this way at'that barn,«Mr. Bleckley lived there, .and Mr.
"Swuﬁ"ord lived down there. %xld'f"they had lots of big old brood sows. And if
_You caught a-pig or made a pig squeal, the sow’d bite you. And they’d say,
“Now, Annie, don’t you get out there on the side of the road (them pigs was
on the side of the road) and go through there or them old sows'll eat vou
u}_x ‘\’Vc“, uu:\ h Ld nic (lflcud of hOgS T d ha\-’b to c‘SU ‘iluv .luvﬂt}lf thauu%h

those woods over. thcz e—I'd look way out here and way out there; there

wouldn t be a thing in the world. Directly I saw a thing that looked like a

hog. ‘And so I had to go by it, and I was §cared And there wasn’t a thing in
the wo:ld Not a thing. They wasn’t a hog within a mile of there, just some

' stump% a]\mcr there. But I guess it looked like a hog to me. *Magination, -

That’s so now; they scared me with hogs. And I'd look way out, and I'd see
- qomethmg dnd I'd make a hog out of it. Now that’s the way ghost tales get

A‘,':qtarted [There] ain’t no ghosts. : i Sy
- 7-1 don’t read the Biblé too much. T read it some. But I don’t read it too
" much cause T can’t. My eyes won't let me. We'should read the Bible, be-

+ cause He gives us knowledge. Your conscience tells you whether you're Tiv-
ing nght or living wrong. If you was to stea] something, say my hat—which

vou wouldn’t do—but if you was to steal my old hat, somethmg inside, a_

« inner-man on the-inside, would say you done wrong.
I know one thing. [The Bible] says, “Honor thy father and thy mother
and your days will be prolonged upon the earth which the Lord, thy God,

- hath made.” And I know another thing it says, “Whatever you sow, that’s.

" what ve also reap.”

..~ When Linda was a little girl, she came up here-and she wanted me to -
 read her a Bible story. And I said, “Well, we’ll just read the first chapter of -

" Genesis. Well, T had read it off and on all my life, and that was the first

time I ever read it and got the real meaning. I'd read it, just going along,

through. But He didn’t make but one thing a day. Had you ever thought

about it? Just one thing. The earth was formed first. It was totally dark and

He made light and He saw it was good—morning and evening. Then He
made the fowls of the air and it was good—morning and evening. And on
till the sixth day. And the sixth day, He was pleased with all He had done.
‘And He created man, and man: needed a helpmate And He caused Adam
to go into a condensed sleep ‘And He took a rib from Adam’s side and

made Eve. And on.the seventh day, He résted. And who does that now?

And He hallowed it and called it the Lord’s day.

T’ll tell you right now, God didn’t intend-—-I know [m the] olden days all
the pictures that were made by men—and the Good Book says, “It is a
shame for a man to wear long hair, and a woman’s hair is her aura of

glory.” It’s her glory. But it said a woman shouldn’t cut her hair. But it sald_‘“
it was a shame for a man to wear long hair. And 1 think they look shameful"
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They look sorry to me! If T was a youngster géi_ng to school, T wouldn’t even
look at one that had that shaggy hair as a friend. I’d just cuss him down!

., Do you think they look admirable? It just looks so strange-—~and men

wearing moustaches. Now I don’t like that either. Itd be like Llssmg a
stinging worm. -

Religion back then wasn’t a bit more important than it is now, but they
‘did live better than they do now. I believe they was more conscientious

Christians then than they are now. In your reading and going about, don’t -
you think they were, too? They cbserved God’s laws more than they do

now. You never heard of nobody going fishing on Sunday. You never heard
- of anybody going hunting on Sunday. They’s breaking the Sapbath. And in
my childhood days, if they took a gun, and went squirrel hunting, the neigh-
‘Dors around were the grand- jurors, They would’ prosecute’em for it -and

*they’d have to pay for hunting on Sunday. Sure did. People used to observe

“it- much more than they do now. My gmndmother was reared in South Car-
- olina, and-she was Presbyterian. She said they didn’t get to cook.a thing on
—not a thing. They cooked up food on Saturday to do till Monday
morning. They made a little tea and that’s ever'thing that was done. But
- they had to tend to the hogs and cews, But as forcooking, all their food,
they ate it cold They went to chur ch and if somebody was sick, they went
to visit'em, to see if they could do aqythmg for’em. And if they didn’t need
‘nothing done, they d come back horpe. And they staved at-home the rest of
the day. . : ‘! :

I cook my Sunday dinner of a mornmg I cook my dinner when I cook

my breakfast and if somebody wants to come and eat dinner with me, why .
they can, but they eat just like I do. Sometimes I go visiting in the after- -

noons, sometimes I don’t. Everybody ought to have one day out of seven.
I go to the Methodist church. I walk over there and some of the neigh-

* bors, brmg me back home. But I walk over. 1 feel like that’s too much trou-.
ble for anybody to come after me. I walk a mile, That'lt keep my legs work- -

ing. But T can still make it. T say, “Why not use what God gives you?” I am

thankful that God has seen fit for me to live and be healthy and strong as 1

am at- the ~age of elghty thre¢ ‘years. My birthday was the tWenty-thu‘d day
of May

T don’t know what has/ caused the, difference. [ don’t know whether -
there’s more people in the world and more conveniences. Let me tell you.
You know peaple—they don’t think about God giving, them wisdom to,be. °
able to do all these things. Yow don’t get no wisdom from the devil. He

don’t know nothing. But God, He gave you your life; if. He gave you your
knowledge, everybody ought to serve Him. He gives us everything. When

we get in real deep trouble, who can we go. to? Who can we call on? He's

" Creator and Maker of all.

el
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7 A /g~ €ing a horse owng€rymyself, and
o : . Bseeing how people trade horses
. o BN / now, [ was curious to find out

hat the old- time ways -of horse trading were.

‘had always sensed that Horse traders had bad reputations, but I found
hey're just like aryoné else: ‘Some are more honest than others. One
rader would take & horSe wnh a lame leg, give it a shot of morphme
: ade 1t; 'mother horse trader would cure thé horse of lameness, then
“trade it. . -

As T talked to many dlﬂ'erent traders, I “found trading wasn’t always as
much of a living as it was an obsession. Once they traded for the first time,
they.couldn’t stop. -Some of the horse traders started trading when they
were children-and kept it going, until they were fifty and’ sixty years old. '

The old ways of horse trading are just about gone. Today traders trans-
~ port their horses in big trucks instead of riding one and leading the rest in a,

string. Now' they trade primarily “saddie horses instead of work horses and’

mules. They tend now to go to horse auctions and deal in cash whereas they
- used to brme; their horses to’ afperson s farm and trade for anythmg they,k :
: s, guns, and land. However, there are still 4 few men
tras e old-time way, and they really seemed to en]t)y sharing

heir- experlences with us. : ;
o : - MYRA QUEEN
Pﬁ,otog%aphs and interv?z'ew,js by Myra Queen. '

[
|

" “Tie two or three ol’ horses to one good one and
: take off up the road.”’ IR
'LAWTON BROOKS

‘Horse trading was kind of a complicated thifig—Iike it is with cars now.
Back in them days, it was horses they looked to 1nstead of cars. If you was

: tradm , you'd keep your eye out all of the time all over the country




PLATE 240 A. Teeth are an indicator of herse’s age. They may be fited down 10
make a horse appear younger than he is. The longer and more protruding the teeth, |
the older the horse is. B. Horse’s relative age can be determingd by the sharpness of
his jawbone; the sharper it feels the older the horse. C. Depression above horse’s eyes.
A deép depression shows that the horse is old and/or in poor condition. Some horse.
- traders would blow it up with air to make the horse appear younger and better. Also,
if hofse has moon blindness, one or both eyes (just below C) will turn white or light
blue for two weeks out,of the month when the moon is dark. During this time he.ls
blind in the affected éye(s). D. Area on face which may turn gray with age. Some
horse traders would dye the hair to make the horse look younger. AlSo, a broad flat
face means a horse will work. E. Fars are a sign of temperament. A horse with big
ears is more likely to be stubborn. F. Sunken area along side of neck indicates. horse is
either overworked-or too old to be worked other than lightly. G. Broad chest—sign of
v “a good worker with a lot of stamina. H., Swinney—when the muscle in the shoulder r
deteriorates and the horse can’t use the leg. One attempted ,cure was.to slit the skin.at
o the shoulder and slip in’a piece of poke root about as large as a man’s little finger.
. * 1. Straight legs—good point of conformation in any horse. The horse is more likely to
_ remain sound and have smoother gaits. J. Ringbone—a hard gristly growth in the pas-
- tern of a horse usually results in lameress and is considered incurable. K. Twirl
““Zwhere the hair on the flank of the horse forms a spiral-shaped cowlick: It is a sign of
stamina. L. Area on the gump of an Appaloosa which is likely to be spotted. One horse -
trader we.spoke to dyed fake spots on the rump of .an Appaloosa who didn’t have
marny spots of his own. M. Well-muscled hindquarters indicate that a horse has a lot
of strength. N. Big foot—a desirable quality in a horse used for a lot of plowing. Large




PLATE 241 John Houck, who has#traded a few horses, tol
trading unless you make a little something.”

PLATE 242 -Blaze, a nine-year-
old work mare owned by John
Houck. ‘
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T was seventeen years ‘old when I started trading horses. I'went t& See my
brother and I rode a mule that I had just traded for—a’ young mule

‘breakin® hirh to ride. I married when I was twenty-three and [ traded up -
tilf I 'was married and then traded some after I was married. Things were,

hard and vou Louldn t. make over seventy-five cents a-day, but you get out
- and trade horses and you could maké two or three dollars a day. Sometimes

vou would make ten or fifteen dollars. Then you thought you was getting

'qomcwhmm It's just like today going out and making five hundred dollars.
- I'd go to Hiawassee and Blairsville and trade. I'd get on these country
- roads and go to barns and go right into the field and unhitch Lhc1r horses or
mules from the plow and hook mine up.
- When d was tradingshorses, I watched. Evervbodv farmed and logged be-
cause that was all they hadI knew everybody in the county because I was
- always riding. .

Say you didn’t have a pair ‘that. mitched up—TLd go off and in a couple -

~of days, I'd find one and get it so it would match yours. I'd put them to-

S gether and talk to you about how they would look and how rnuch you

would trade, and:then you’d up and trade some w1th me. And that was the.
way it-went. :

When T got one, I’ knew ]ust where 10 take him and trade him because
I'd alréady seen a man that had one ]ust like him. I didn’t aim to keep any
of them myself. I had prettv uns and some I couldn’t give away. But I'd al-

ways get shed of thém some way or other. I knew what to match up with'

- the man, but all I was trading for was the boot. I'd take cash, chickens,

hogs; anvthing 1 could go trade again, I'd take it. And I just kept that stuff

turnmg around. all the time. It was kind of a complicated thing, once. you
got into it, but dnce you did it; you kinda liked.it. ¢

Tie two or three ol” horseq to oné good one.and take off up the road.
; ,SOmetlmes I'd have to’ stjy___t_and, talk to a man two or three hours bcforc he

"would trade with me. - \*\‘*:

You could take horses and if you tended to them rlght fed’em right and -

everythmg, you could make’em look a whole lot better, Then therg were
~horses that had what they called the “heaves,” ;md they was the Hardest to
. tride because they would show up on you. Youhad to know how to doctor
“onc till you got shed of him. And [the heaves] would stay. down for about a

week or so, and they ‘would come back again. Y8u have to dampen ev--

erything he eats; even his hay, you've got to wet. Then gﬂ.fe him a little Jap-

~anese oil ahd give it to him along with the hay. When you do this for a

while, you can get shed of’em for a while. When they would breathe, their
sides would goin and out real big. I can stand off a hundred yards and tell

if a horse has got any heaves about him. The Japanese 011 worked' on his -

- bronchial tubes some way se ‘he Lou]d gét his breath, but he .couldn’t let it
- @ _

'?

%
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out. They would kind of whistle after a while when the,y got tlred and they
would do it bad. You could hear them a “comin’. :

Then some horses had the swinney—that muscle right where hlS leg starts
across from the bottom he’s got a'muscle there. That would perish away.
That muscle will go away and he’ll be as slick ‘as a board and he'll limp
when he starts taking swinney. There's nothing you can do about it. Tt will
just perish away. I never did know what caused a horse to take the swinney.

. bots killed more horses than anything. That’s a thing that they take and you
- can’t’do a thing about. They go crazy they hurt so bad. They’ll gnaw at
" their sides and hite the1rbelves and they’ll wallow and the\ Il do it again and
- again. Finally they’ll go so crazy they’ll walk through a fence. They don’t
~-pay attention to nothing. They would kill the horse.

- Hardly ever.could you do anything with a horse if he was lame. I'd al-
Cw ays just tell the man he'd sprung his foot on sométhing—he might get bet-

| paint to ‘make them look good but I never thought it made them look any
~ better. T have worked on their teeth to make them look younger. That’s

horses can tell their ages any tiime—if he’s ever Jooked in a horse’s mouth
any. They would take their horses and ﬁ[e their teeth some and make them
*{ook Vounqer S '

They could pump the holes up with air rught ‘above thelr eyes. Therc was

-above the eye and pump them up. It was against the law, but they’d do it. -

- Hlawagsee at one tima 1.don’t Lnow how much he owned at Franklin. He
died down here at Franklin, but he owned a lot. He had a lot of money in
the bank they tell me. I've heard people talk about it. I'd knowed him ever

.around with him_ I used to go around with oI’ man Ferd. Watch him trade.
Then when 1 got up big enough, I took his Horses and traded them for him.

out on my-own and you could buy horses cheap. I got me up twe or three
““ol’ plugs and T started. T've had somé real horses, and some that wasn’t
worth a dime in the world. Some that you wouldn’t have. Look like quilting
frames goin’ down the road. But they’'d always trade somewhere or another;
they’d . always tradé. Ferd Burrell used to get horses in by the carload.
Mules that had never been broke.. And cash them right for the money. |

- that road from Hayesville to Hlawassee——the first. rqad that- ever went

T

219

A lot of horses died with kidney colie: There is a'remedy for that. The !

~ter or he might not. I've seen them change their color. They'd get some .

~ what they go' by. Looking af their teeth, a man thats ever fooled with -

a lot of that done to trade horses. Theyd stick a needle under the skin

‘Old man Ferd Burrell, he mdde a fortune tradin’ horses. He owned

-smce I was a kid. That’s how I got up with horse trading. I got to fooling.-

Then 1 decided if one man can make ‘money at it, another can.I got -

went up there with a man that had our place rented for his tent and built |

. through. there. Costella Brothexs buxlt it. Ferd seen they” was doing it "with
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mules and things, you know And he knew that would be a good time for

him to get into mules. He used his head and watched out ahead for things g

and he was ready for them. He'd get two hundred dollars a pair for them

mules and he got them for a hundred dollars a pair But he was sellin’ them
like hot cakes..I went with my boss man up there, "cause worked with this -
man who rented our place I carried water and when he’ d go off, he’ d take
e with him and make some other boy cazry water.,

Cine of the funniest things that happened was Wayne {Me agd him was

: good buddies and he never did trade or he didn’t know nothing about
tradin’. -So ol” Wayne made a pretty good living so he didn’t have to trade
"no ways.) [ knew him like ‘a book, and T was raised with his wife and I

. stayed there most of the time. One time there was an old black man come

ridin’ by there and he was ridin’ th’poorest old gray horse you ever seen and
it thHﬂd Wayne. It was so poor, Wavihe was makin’ fun of the horse. So
. Wayne and me had went and bought us a big ol’ sheep we was going to kill.
We d luH sheep and calves and go out and peddle them around. We went

= : iawassee River there’and we’d sell out in just a little bit. You

-inq moncy pea
money, we'd swap them mutton for a chicken and we could get turkey or
anythmg. This ol’ black guy come by there that day and: Wayne, he was
just laughing and going on about that }5001‘ horse. You could count every
rib that horse had and his hip bones stuck a way qut. It. was an ol’ white
horse at that and that made it look uglv, you know. So Wayne ‘hollered

- something back to him. Wayne sditl something funhy about the horse and
that-black man looked back at: hlm and said, “What would you give for
Thim? : . :

T give you that ol’ sheep tied up’ there ” That black man didn’t do a
thing except get off of that horse, come bdck, tie the horse up, and took that
rope leading his sheep off. Wayne looLed at me and said, “Do you reckon
he means that?”’ : : ¥

I said, “You damn right he means it. I know 01 Franl\ Dorsey. When _.

you've traded with him, you've traded.” He was a trader too. I knowed
* him. He took the sheep and left the horse thére. Wayne begged for me to
take it home with me. I said, “I wouldn’t take that thmg home with me
You can’t give me that horse.” )

He said, “What are we going to do with 1t?” T said, “That’s your job,
soni, that’s your trade.” That just tickled. his wife to death. But T wouldn’t

in’ in a one-horse wagan. And if they d1cfnt ‘have the
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I said, “That s exactly w lut I'mi gomg to do. I ain't Ofomg to thE a thmg ﬂ

to do with it.” - r
T stayed busy till: about dalk and started to go homc Then he said; “No |

1 want §ou to $tay: ‘with me cLwhﬂe I swear T've got to do something with '

this horse.” - .- |

I said, “Well, I'll tell you where you mlqht tmde him at. You might trade
him over on Crooked Cr ceL PCOple over there keeps such horses as that and
you might trade h1m over therc He sa)s, ‘Well we've got to do some- -
thmg : ;

So we'gotup th(:le We hdd to go over by Hiawa&sec and he says to me,

) '“Lawton, I'll tell you what T'll do. Why don’t you ride this thing through
town?” He was ashamed to let anybody see him riding that thing through
town and have people 1augh1ng at him. He said, “Tll give you a dollar 1f :
vou'll ride it through town for me and let me ride vour horse.” -

I said, “All right.”” T-just got down off -mine and got on the old poor _
thing and we ]USt went rackln on up through there. Went over on Crooked -
Creck and ‘went up to a, place. Now this is what tickled me. This womian
and ol’ man had this ol mare and she got so old that she couldn’t eat
enough to make. het fat. The 6ld mare’s name wag Bess. They’ d had her for
‘vears and. years. “Well, the funniest thing was he went"up. and knocked on
the door and this lady #ame to the door. He asked her where Hicks Mars
was. Hicks was a horse trader. Wayne said he’d just give it away if he could
get any thmg out of it. She| szud “Do you want to trade some?”

Wayne said, “Yeah, I've got a good horse out here I want to trade.” o

She said, | Brmg it out here and let me look at it.”- ‘So he got the old horse -
“and led it around the edge ‘of the house where she could see’it. She said,
“My God, thaf's ol’ BessfShe s seven years older than. God!” 1 just fellover.

- I never lapghed as much in my life. He knew e was hooked there. He

0 nothmg Hc Just dropped his head. He said, “What are we -
going to de?” ,

I said, “I don’t know what youw're going to do, Wayne, but dlrectlyj m.
going home.” We was about eight miles ffom homé. It was gcttmg late: We ™
come to. a- httle toad Up there that a famlly lived down. When we got to

" that fittle road, Wayne said, “Wait a ‘minute. I Il tell you what I'm going tl}o o

© couldn’t

do. I'm going to bid ol’ Bess farewell L
I said, “What are you going to do?” . S
‘He said, “T'm going 1o turn her lopse.” ' M
I said, “Well, that s VOU.] job.” So he took his saddlc off. That was one of = °

those little terrapin-hull saddles. He got it from Addy-in-law. Those are
the kind of saddles that they ride on these race tracks That’s what I called
themfterrapm -hull saddles. ‘ _ ) T
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g Oine famﬂv probably got hlm down there and pr@bahl\' giad to get hll‘ll
But whoever got it had them a howe and didn’t cost them a thing.

The funniest thing was I went; up to Tusqmtty to trade. This man had g

. big ol™ qrax horse and the prettlest mule you’d ever scen. I had this gray I d
éwapped a lad\ out of on Cmoked .Creek and it wouldn’t work but T didn® 't

know it. It would kick the d(:Vll out of ‘the cross. [When [ ‘traded for her - i

.gray hmsq I asked if it was r.l good work horse qnd she said, “Oh, yeah,

e -good work horse.” T think she was a horse trader, too

1 knew this poor ol’ fellow. up on Tusquitty; - he: had ‘this biq grav horse
“and.a good mule, and I thought to myself, T know where to go. I'll head
for Tusquittv in the morning and Il know wheré to place you a&} order,

o good ol workin” horse.” So I went up there and this man was down in the "

‘0 field UathelmtT comn. L,i asked his wife where he was and she said, “Go down
that road and you’ll find him dowmrin the ﬁeld ” . '
Well, I started down that road and“here was a hill right up to the barn
and | was going down this hill and meét him right at the foot of if. T knew
that was the wrong place to talk to him, but that was the orily chance I had
so we got to talkin’. He said, “Boy, T like the looks of that horse.”

I said, “Yeah, vou: ought to have this one to go “with that one there. And ‘

2 |
vou’'d have a team just nearly alike.” \ !

He said, “That’s the truth. I've never- qﬁen any twe match up. any better
- How would vou like to swap him for that tmulf:”

Well, T knew T would swap for that mitle and if I had to, I d gwe h}
little boot. The mule wasn’t too old and 1t|was a pretty mule.

- We kept on talkin’ and he said, “‘Let me put the harness on Him and fry
him up the hill.” T didn’t know what to sa» He had me there. I knew if he'

hooked h1m to that wagon, ke wotildn't ‘uH apound cause I hooked ‘him

up to the wacron and he kicked the devil out of it. T beat the:devil out of ‘

" him, but it didr’t do any good I had YAD tai\e him loése from the wagon.
He'd walk a step or two and then go to. lqcl\m . :
“Well, T knew that was what he’d do, but there wasn t a thmg I could do.
I studied just a .minute and said, “All ri tht.” T just thought this trade was
lost, Well, T'll just tell him theé folks- guarant‘eéd him to be a good workin’
; horee to me. Of course; it didn’t matter to me if he didn’t tike Him. Some-
one else would. He put that ol’ fool to that wagon, and he got up on his’

wagon and I just shut my eves. | just knew he’d kick the front-end out'of his -,

- wagor.

L

lﬂ
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- When that‘-}ﬁeﬁi{e} old- hors
just as pretty as you pleas
f‘de, that's a good horse,’ ;he says. “How would you swapJ i

~ Isaid; HWhat will you do?”] -

- j He said, I’ 11 trade \ou th’lt mule.” :

1 g atudlcd a minute ”md sayS, “I can’t hardly do-that.- T’ ll 1sw1p with \fou
‘for five dollars.” e T L

o He says, *I believe I do T I
-put it on the rule and come on hy
F never went back to trade ¥

started pulling, he did; too, and thC\ pu led

id pulled right up where he unloaded-his corn.

A . - : i -
man on Tusquitty after I sold him

I still think of that trade a lot d ‘ E _
- I swapped that mule for thd t bay mare you ever laidfyour eyes on
'for fifteen dollars to boot off a gy ‘woman. I got that off a buinch of gyp-
. sies. They *d come through here very once in a while, and they'd always

“there and it was a big level place and big trees just like a pdrkmg lot now.
" They’ c~pull in -there and stay for two or three weeks at a tm‘ie They had
hoies; ules, everything. They were just going through. the country traqu
with anybody who would trade. I'd get in with them and trade. I traded a
lotfwl'ith them gypsies. If you had something they wanted, they’d trade good,

~ had another one to match that mule and they wanted that one bad.

' One man I knew had a big red horse, pxetnest thing vou ever saw and
one of the saddlest things you ever putra saddle on, but,that horse was the
worst heaver you ever saw it your life. He would just go in and out, and if

. you rode him a piece, you could hear him snort. When he started snorting,

" he'd just rock you to sleep and just as pretty and Just: as fat as'l had hoped.

me the horse—didn’t cost me a thlgq He couldn’t do nothing with him. He
said he tried to trade him but no’ ‘one would ha\rer him so he just qwe hlm to
me. I said, “Weli I'll trade him.”

And I was gla(‘:l to get hiny; so I headed up on Hog Creek out of Hiawas-
.see.. This other fellow up there had another big ol’ hay horse- that this'un’
would match and I went up there, and so this ol’ man-was there and I-
asked him about tradm He said, “I shore do need, ‘that horse there, hut T
tell you, son, I shore am short on money right now.’

I said, “Well, what have vou got to trade? I don’ t have to have money.

I had me a good saddle horse I was ridin’. T was leadin’ that one. I always
kept me one. I always had one picked out for myself. Sometimes. I'd trade
for something else. So he studied a minute and said, “I've got some good
hogs. Come on up here and let me show them to you.” -

F O‘{FIRL 4

. ()_O_.]{r-n]}"‘.“jglddlc off -of-the wagon and

| .'._that gray horse. T was always a -g’_;__ { that trade. T ought npt done that.

I,pqu down there at-what we called the Herbert:Ford. You fordcci the river

but if they didn’t want it, you couldn’t trade because they’d gyp you. They

They kept him in a big meadow on grass all of the time. This fellow gave
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“would you like to have them?”
I said, “Well, thev re pretty que looklng hogs,” and walked on to 1ook at
- “the others. C
e Hesaid; i you. have that one there. Ready to 1\111 you Lnow

i

N good shape. He’s just as fat as he can be.”
"';“‘Helmd a bug y setting-under a shed I did want that buggy but I dldn t

have no idea of getting it. T got that buggy and the buggy harness and ev-

“that’s the truth. I.never did:ufegkright over that deal. If that man was thg,
“if T ever laid.eyes on him, I'd give him some money. I never did feel rlght

" haven’t got the eight dollars but T'll tell you what I’ 11 dd. I’k mail that elght
-_"_-dollarq a’Tuesday and you’ll get it-a Wednesday

'-'.I says, “That’s all rlght I ain’t worried about that.” So Wednesday 1
went to the mail box. and sure enough, there it was. That hog would have
~ ‘been a big pue{ for that horse. The buggy would have been a big price for
the herse; ne the buggy harness and all of that. I just tobk the harriess
and borrowed a collar from that old man and tied that hog in that httle
hooth an back of the buggy, tied ropes around him and his feet and went. on

=

. -home with it layin’ on the back a "holleriry. e ;

and down around Blue Ridge and I'd stay a week at a time. Just stay here

z:
i town and they’d tie them up around, the edges of the courthouse as close as
5 1 they could get. Court then would run a week or two. weeks And that was
D the tradin’ estﬂplace you-ever wedit into.

s

Du\ all and all of em—Ferd Burrell, Will Burrell, Bud Hitchbar. All of the
’ ‘f old horse traders were there. We'd all get in there and trade. Sometimes I

[

the sarme way. Go around to Murphy. They traded a lot there. -

- -course they always had some to pay boot with. It may not be money, But
- they had hogs or catde or somethmg that you could take and get the
- difference off of I'd just go to the field one day and match up their tedm ..

for them and they’d be pleased with it. I’'d get my boot and go on. That g+
 what T was looking for—the difference. !

- That horse tradm Is a good trade. I d like to do it agam I w1sh horses

So T said, “T don’t know. I got a pretty nice horse down there in awful -

3;.'ervthmg, and got that b1g hog ‘and eight -dollars in money off- hlm Now

_i'because this was an honest old man and a good old man. He says to me, “1 '

and there and trade horses with people The biggest tradin’ time was when .
_rfCOUFt was oh hand. Well, when comrt come, everybody rode their stock to .

., - But I made more going out and hittin’ up with the old farmers. Of -

.:“.2 2.5 : o

\ In that pen he ,had some hogs “What a,bout the two hogs therep How

I usually traded in the county. Sometimes I'd get off over to Blmrswlle_

Of course all of the horse traders in’ the. country was there. O Hobb o

“would trade a_s high as ten times a day. That was your best tradg} was S
court week. If they had it at Hayesville, the same way there and Blairsville -
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“would come back, biit they ain't enough 'n@und Jhev don t_’fftrm Wlth :
horses; they do it w1th tracters. : e e
You couldn’t do no tradin’ now at all All you 'd find now is one: some-. |

. body wanted to ride. I you could getone to suit somebody to ride, you'd he "
Soall ﬂgiit If voﬁ"'?'“dn’t }Wdu'd just have some horses on your hands to- fﬂe.d .
for nothmg But back then, they was working -them. They had to have '
somethmg; to work to make anvthmq If you had a feam, you (ouid Uét out_

there and get a job logging or hauling for %omehod\ and- make money:

- That’s What they were looking for. 1I'd alwavs rig them up a’teamn some

Cway. In tladmg, you have 16 keep: vom eves open and you have to know,
too. Ypu‘tdn t just start today in the business. You've got-to get out over thé *

country hnd you Ve got to. know who s got what and what vou. think Jou e

need. T: enn go back and sece therh again. If you ever get started, there is -

-—*somebo‘_"_y after you every day. They was a dozen -at the house all the time”

I was fifone tellin’ my daddy to tell me to see’ them ; that they needed some
kind of a horse. They wanted to knéw=what you had What you do, it kept
yeu hus\ as a leiephone@pelator Onice you get on the’ line, you really like
it. I had”fun

“I 'Hon’t'éﬁre“izvhét yglf"f/f: trading, you better trust
your own judgment.” P |
{ENNY RUNION . , j

“ There was a fellow come by one mornin’. T was quite young. I |dont
J guess 1 was oyel sixteen, sev emeen vears old. He \ald “T wamt to ’tradc
/ some’with you.” He was a horse trader and I knowed h1m He: sfnd “I've
' got a horse an’ hug;gy ” [ i i

1 said, “How old’s \our horse?” 1 dldn t know no more about how old a:
" horse was than a thing in the world. '
“Well,” he said, “he’s comin’ nine year old.”
I said, “That : cun 't old.” He said he was round and sound arld nine vear

old. T had some gobd steers, and a wagon. He said, “T'll tell you what il

i

do. I'll swap with you for twenty-five dollars.” \

Well, my mother couldi’t 'get around, and I had a !)rother who. couldn’t
get around, and T thought it would be an advantage to get- spmethm for -
them to ride in. We stayed around there a while in the evenin’, and I finally
sald “I believe T'll just trade with you.”

Now he got away with me. Well, I kept that horse ._re a while,
and he wouldn’t work. So 1 decided to go to Hiawassed 19 erd Burrell,,
an old, horse ﬁader TT"”S» dead now. 1 rlgged that hor,l pd'\ took him .
down there. I said, “I ve q& ‘

S

q -




. a‘ﬁl PLATE 244 Kenny tells us some, of His horse-trading adventures.

»

.He said, “¥’ll be glad'to trade with you if you've got a youhg horse.”
I said, “The fellow I got him from said he was young.’
He looked at h1m shook his head and said, “No, I wouldn t have h1m if. -
you, give him to me. He’s twice nine, then some ! - '
_ Doggone, I was beginnin’ to get disheartened. He wouldn’t tradc Wlth-
:'_.me at all. I'rode him back and put him:in the stable. : AR
" One day a fellow carhe by, an old friend of mine—1I reckon he was a "
friend of mine. He said, “Tell you what 'l do. III gwe you a:dollar. if
you'll take me to Blue Ridge.” : R
- I'said, “I've got a horse that’ll take you all right.” [It was the same horse -
. Ferd Burrell wouldin't trade fd’i/] He had a sack with somethin’ in it, and I
never asked any questions. Well; I said, “T’ll Just gear up.and take you.”
I hitched that horse to*t‘fr/bugg\« and me an’ him started. We got a Thtile
‘out of the settdement, and 'hé said, I believe T'll take a drink.” Tt was in a-
_jug and you couldn’t tell how much you was a’drinkin’. ThngI took the
jug, turned it up, and it was pretty heavy. After a while, he s says, “Whoa.
g Let s have another drink ! When we got to Blue RIdge I tell you, I was just -

&

LR
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-+ they said T was standin’ up in that buggy whippin’ that horse, and; the road

was straight down. T really br oke that buggy down. Well I finally got home,
~and T'seen T had to do somethin’ with that horse. He wouldn’t plow, barely

‘move. So I rented a pasture; it was pretty hlgh too. Let hlm stay in there
o tﬂI fatl, I decided I'd go down and look at him=He was ]ust a sore all over

-nean), hardly any hair. 1 dori’t remember what they called\lt that was

ey r'wrong with him. I told my daddy, “You can have that horse if you'll go get
el hnn He went and got him, brought him home, and the horse died. h

So I lost about two hundred dollars on that swap I got stuck on that cne.

AT got out of them stee