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A PIECE SHAPED BY NATURE
WAS THE STRONGEST.










“Live free or die.
Death is not
the worst of evils."
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. Casablanca

For less than the cost of going to a theater and
dealing with all the hassle it involves, you can cheaply
watch some good classics at home.
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Radio Communications Stuff, Pt. 1

In my previous article series, “Ham Radio on The
Cheap”, I talked about inexpensive amateur radio solutions
for survivalists. This article series 1s a follow-up to
that series, and is aimed more at dystonaut types who are
locking to learn about communications electronics and stay
in touch with like-minded individuals.

The advertising on those bubble pack radios at Wal-
Mart claiming 36 mile range is mostly bullshit. You might
get 36 miles talking from one mountaintop to another, but
most of the time you will get at most a mile or two range.
That's still not bad for a small group who wants to talk
tc one another while hunting or on a small farm. The UHF
frequency range however is not the best for your typical
rural GEEEal Regardless, battery-operated handheld
radios with tiny 6 inch antennas and consistent 30+ miles
range don't exist.

If you want to get into radio at any level above the
turn—-key FRS handhelds, and that includes CB, do yourself
(and everyone else) a favor and get a somewhat recent copy
of the ARRL Handbook. Any edition within the past 15 vyears
or so will suffice. That book is considered the must-have
essential among radio types, and every radio professional
that knows ¢their stuff has a couple editions on the
reference shelf. I have around 20 editions from 2013 going
back to 1947, and continue adding to the collection when T
find needed editions for a few bucks apiece at hamfests.
If you're strapped for cash, go that route. Every 'fester
I've been to has had older ARBL Handbooks for under §$10
apiece. At one hamfest I attended, I found a 1990s wvintage
hardcover edition for §$1!

The current (2013} edition is %60 in hardcover, or
550 softcover. It's 1320 pages long! Since few hams
actually build their own gear these days, you might get
lucky and win one for a door prize at a hamfest. If you
can afford it however, the sixty bucks is worth 1t jJust
for the incredible education you'll get from reading it.
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The "big.three” American! \radid companies" inwthe ham
sgene are. Elecraft, Ten-=Teg, and ‘Flexradie. #All ‘are
excellent. "SGC, /s another sexcellent Ameérican . brand, - but
they: no longer produce’ radids.y You will. have.tao find SGC
rigstivida; -uged' ' egquipment sgources. There  arealsc other
smaliler-American manufacturers who build a good, product.
ODak Hills “Research —and Downeast Microwave are stwo. such
companies: Theb.  srehCane are the big three Japanese
companies:® . Icom;  Kenwsod, . and-Yaesu. I"m "partial towards
YaE S andyireom . rigs2rag seflaiall Wellhaire BTG SComing i
from. .China iy, Puxing,; Wexun, /  TyLj i and Baéfeng.; Finallyhere
isuthe Vhomebrew cption. That  avenuelds wvery, pogpular swith
the OFBvand weak signal i segments ef the hebby.

The best rigsl"wve [found £or'my purposes dis the Yaesu
EE=8iy/ . LV ers Bl thie #F T bands,. 6iMeters, . Meters,
andiLFONCentimeters. That's allthe common” ham bands: Lths
porEable, mulEEmodes (EW"SSB 8aM, EN]; . hag#an, ronternal
baBLeryT paeky,. and N can Eun T OREEY 128 Trol s et icu Brent
VebsiidRe Gz e FT- 817N G Pheregiare g ihon’® ofiaceesSaRilcs
foe®a e, S ¥ ous, can rise it ‘as. al OBRP (HF  rig,. VHEUHE" weak
signal rdg, or asta local EM repeater rig, 'One ham, created
a-med that "lety s 3ou ‘use 16 with a FunCube "Dongle SDR for
an 1 Fipanadapters SBhRere isialso al222vMHziPeransverter  kKik
designed-“specitically FOr Lty el o R i o o e Vit
much does it all, and*can) it ‘1nva MOLLE, radio’ pouch with
an“automatic antenna tuner, and maybe ssome accessories and
g dipoleldantenna . There- maght ) Be newer "ORPL.Tigsi 'bm “the
market s But none "0t thembcomeyClagse ito the versatility ol
.2 AT R Wik e o Bl el et U X LS e e e T ke
ET-8174 as. the OPP - rig -o0f" choice among. ' Seme, ~itsS~=51000
prigetag’ makes +it unaffordable "bysmany. You can find. an
ET-817 for a little more than half that, and used ones for
EitEa. e ghe

To be scontinued.. .
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