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On Skill-Sets:
I o ft e n receive email s fr om people ,

n ovice " p r e p p e r s" f asking me what " s u r v i v a l
skill s " t h e y s h ou l d learn . My reply i s t hat
t h e survival skill s t h e y s hou l d learn are
real -world skill s . Some people get i t , and
proceed to have an enj oyable and educational
lifetime o f building up t h e i r own unique
s ki l l-s et t hat will s e r v e t h em well b oth n ow
and in whatever p otential future t h a t
unfolds . Oth e rs d on ' t ge t i t . They are n ot
l ooking to dis c over t h e i r full p otential and
t r u l y learn t h e ar t o f s e l f- r e l i a nc e and
preparedness . They remain under t h e f a l s e
pretense t hat t h e y on l y need to learn a few
o f t h es e s p ec i a l magical s ki l ls so t h ey c a n
be an expert s u r v iva l is t t hat's ready f or
2 012 , Planet Nibiru , o r UN Peacekeepers . For
t hos e o f y ou who are j ust sta rt i n g out, i t
i s important t hat y ou learn h ow to
differentiate between t h e t wo. The f ormer
are t h e people y ou want to a s s ociate with .
You and t h em will learn fr om each oth e r and
might even p os sibly fr om a l oose v oluntary
a ffiliation of s i mi l a r l y-mi nd e d individuals .
The lat ter are jus t a bunch o f fantasy- type s
who will eventually f r ust r a t e y ou i f y ou
deal with t h em f or any length o f t i me.

Those o f y ou who have read my b ook ,
will undoubtedly be familiar with a
gentleman who I have given t h e moniker
" Ne u ro- John". Le s t y ou t h i n k I dislike t h i s
individual or am implying t hat he i s some how
a bad per s on , I 'm n ot and he isn' t . He 's
s i mp l y a neuroti c fantasy- type who i s int o
what c ould probably be best described as
" Wa lte r Mit ty Survivali sm" . Any dys t onaut
would find him frus trating on a level , and

while generally being an "OK guy" y ou wonder
what purpose hi s exi s tence s e r v es and c ome
up blank . For my purposes , he s e rves t h e
useful fun ction o f providing an e xample o f
h ow n ot to practice s e l f- r e l i a nc e and
preparedness , and provides a sou rc e o f
entertainment f or my wife when I relate hi s
lates t adventures to her . The f unny part
about i t all i s that cons i d e r i n g t h e way the
universe works, he j ust might wind up
s u r v i v i n g TEOTWAWKI by sheer random luck (or
s t up i d ity) .

Recently Neur o-John p os ted up on a
s u r v i v a l ist internet f orum as ki n g about
"su r v i v a l fi shing" s ki l ls. Su ch an animal
probably d oe sn ' t exi s t . There are a few
t e c hn i qu es li s ted in military survival
manual s , and s u r v iva l ki t s generally cont a i n
some n ominal amount of fishing t a c kl e. I f
y ou really wanted t o col l ect fi sh in a
s u r v i v a l situation y our be s t bet would
probably be to use some qui ck & dirty
indi s criminate t echn i qu e s uch a s a gill net ,
but d oing so in a n on-SHTF s ituat ion would
have y ou running afoul o f fi sh & game laws .

The military s u r v i v a l fi shing ki t s are
t r u l y minimali s t . They have some line ,
lures , h ooks , and oth e r i tems . You 'd have to
improvise a r od or s i mi l a r c as t i n g method ,
and i t would probably help a great deal if
y ou actually had some experience fi shing . I
s us pect t hat mos t American males , and many
American female s have had a t leas t a n ominal
exposure to t h e s por t o f fi shing unle s s b oth
t h e i r parent s we r e a pair o f neur oti c
liberals t hat hate anything t hat even h a s
t h e s l i ghtest whiff o f t estoste ron e to i t . I
u sed to fi sh with my dad . Mos tly s a lt-wat e r,
but we did occasionally c ast int o ou r l ocal
lake . My wi fe went f or c h a nn e l c atfish with
her dad . We b oth dri f ted away f r om t h e sport
a s we got o l d e r, but t h e s ki l l -s e t i s st i l l
t h e r e and we are s t i l l familiar with how
i t ' s d one . I s us pect t hat given on e o f t hos e
ki t s , we c ould probably d o someth i n g with i t
and n ot sta r v e despite n ot having fi shed in
a while .

With t hat s a i d, I s uppos e y ou c ould
cons i d e r s u r v i v a l fi shing t o be t h e
empl oyment of y our n ormal angling s ki l l -s et
under less t h a n ideal c i rcumst a n c es and with
expedient equipment . In short , t h e s ame set
o f circums tance s many o f u s fished with when
we were kids . You kn ow, sc roun gi n g some
h ooks and line , digging up night crawler s ,
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You bloom where you're planted...
The t it l e of t h is article i s

a t tributable to my wi fe , wh om I f i rst heard
i t fr om . I t h i n k i t appropriately s ums up
t h e s u bj ect ma t ter . I s e e a l o t of t a l k o n
t h e Internet among s u r v i v a l ist c i rc l es about
retreat and bug- out l o cations , t h e Free
Stat e pr o jec t s , and more recently t h is t h i n g
c a l l e d " Th e Ameri can Redoubt " . All sorts o f
data and f i g u r es are presented in an a t tempt
to conv i nc e t h e reader t h at a p articular
l o cation i s t h e abs olute be s t fo r
s u rviva l ist purpo se s , implying t h at oth e r
c hoices are some wh at f l aw e d. It reminds me
of t h e 1 97 0s c a rtoon movie Yogi's Ar k Lar k .
For tho se of y ou wh o we r e n't k i ds in t h e
1 97 0s , t h e movie was about h ow Yogi Bear and
hi s f r i e n ds leave Jellys t one Par k in light

The c l ass was broken int o two part s .
The fir s t part di s cus sed some basi c kno t s
u sed in fly fi shing , h ow to s et up you r
reel , and t a lke d a lit tle bit about f l i es.
The stu d e nts we r e a lso given an o p portu n ity
to prac tice t y i ng kno t s and a sk que s tions .
The s econ d part brought t h e c l ass out int o
t h e parking l o t behind t h e stor e were we
we r e t a u ght h ow to f l y-cast (it i s dif ferent
t h a n s p i n-cast i n g) and given a bout 4 5
minute s to pr a c tice . During t h e prac tice
t i me, t h e ins truc t or s went to each stu d e nt
and gave t h e m some per s onalized ins truc tion
and t i ps to help impr ove t h e individual
stu d e nt's cast i n g t ech n i q u e.

I have d one some bait fi shing
previously when I wa s y ounger , but h ave
abs olutely zer o e xperience with f l y-fis h i n g.
When I wa s fini shed with t h is c l ass I f e lt
comfort a b l e g oing out int o a st r e a m and f l y
fi shing at a n ovice level . Both t h e Orvis
ins truc t or s and TU v olunteer s were ext r e me l y
knowledgeable in t h e s u bj ect ma t ter and v e r y
helpful . Contac t in f ormation was g i v e n out
a t t h e end o f t h e c l ass f or t hos e stu d e nts
wh o wanted to g o beyond t h e 1 01 c l ass and
be c ome fur ther involved in t h e s port. If y ou
have even t h e s l i ghtest intere s t in f l y
f is h i n g and have never d one i t be f ore I
would d e fini tely re c ommend t aki n g t h is f r e e
c l ass f rom Orvis.

ma king a r od out o f a t r e e branch . Even with
t ackl e o f t h at l ow level we we r e st i l l able
to pull a few pumpkinseeds out of a p ond .

Going bac k to t h e beginning o f my
p olemi c and t h e p oint of t h is article , if
y ou wanted to learn "s u r v i v a l f is h i n g"
t ech n i q u es, y ou would want to learn h ow to
f is h in t h e f i r st place , and t h e n impr ove
y our fi shing ski l ls by learning multiple
t ech n i q u es and be c oming increasingly
minimali s ti c with t h e t ac k l e y ou u se . You
would want to t r y different impr ovisations
while f is h i ng to s e e what wo rks and what
d oesn ' t . Your s k i l l level incre a se s a s a
result , and eventually y ou be c ome confi d e nt
t hat y ou can coax f is h out o f the wa ter
regardle s s of mo s t c i rcums t a nces. Perhaps
t h e mo s t important a spe c t o f all t h is i s
that y ou f i n d y oursel f having an en j o y a b l e
t i me learning someth i n g prac tical .

Thi s was e xplained to Neur o -John , and
hi s reply was t h at he was n o t intere s ted in
f is h i ng, but j ust wanted to know "s u rvi v a l
f is h i n g" t ech n i q u es fo r when TSHTF . He
didn ' t ge t t h e idea , o r didn ' t want to get
t h e idea t h at t h e way to learn s u rvi v a l
ski l ls i s to learn real - world s k i l ls.
Hope fully t h is lit tle stor y s howe d y ou h ow
to t e l l p otential dys t onaut ma terial fr om
t h e f a ntasy-ty p e wannabe s so y ou d on ' t wast e
y our t i me with t h e lat ter .

Go fish ...
I wa s v is it i n g my l o cal Orvis stor e

and di s c overed t h e y offe r f r e e c l i n ics fo r
individual s intere s ted in learning h ow to
f l y-fish. That ' s a t y p e of angling I 've ye t
to d o , and someth i n g I 've f ound intere s ting
and fa s cinating , e specially t h e ar t o f f l y
t y i n g. My daughter has e xpre s sed an intere s t
in b oth f is h i ng and ent omology , so t h e r e i s
al s o t h at to t a k e int o cons i d e rat ion. When
an o p portu n ity like t h is present s i t sel f
i t ' s be s t to t a k e advantage of i t , and I
s ign e d up fo r t h e c l ass.

The c l ass las ted about a n h our and a
half , and was t a u ght by Or v is-ce rt i f i e d
ins truc t or s and v olunteer s f rom t h e l o cal
Tr out Unlimited c h a pt e r. Wi th t h e c l ass y ou
get a free 1-year membership to Trout
Unlimited . Thi s o rga n i z at ion i s an
invaluable re s ource fo r t h e n ovice angler ,
so t h e free membership i s a b onus . There are

al s o some Orvis
s ave money o n
togeth e r. Did I
f r e e?

cou pons
getting
mention

t h at enable y ou to
y our f is h i ng kit

t h at t h e c l ass was
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of deteriorating environmental condit ions
t h e r e and go l o o k fo r The Perfect Place.
They never f i nd i t , and in t h e end t h e y
de cide to return h ome and c l e a n i t up .

The p oint I 'd like to drive h ome here
i s t h at there is no perfect place, although
some place s are bet ter t h a n oth e rs.
Manhat tan I sland fo r e xample would probably
be a v e r y bad idea . The laws are opp r ess ive,
cost of living i s v e r y e xpensive , and i t ' s
ove rc rowd ed. Ups tate New Yor k , e spe cially
t h e Cats k i l ls and Ad i ron d ac ks f would b e a
bet ter c hoice although y ou st i l l have New
York politi c s to deal with , and God help y ou
i f y ou live on New York City Watershed t h es e
days .

So ut h e r n New En gl a nd i s n ot much
bet ter . I ' ve f ound Conne cticut to be
tol e r a b l e fo r t h e moment , although t hat's
t empor a r y. Mas sachuset t s i s like New York ,
but I kn ow a f ew s u rvival ists who live in
t h e We s tern s i d e and i t s u its t h e i r needs
fo r t h e moment . Northern New En gl a nd i s
ni ce , a nd would be my f i rst c hoice. Be t ween
New Hamp s h i r e and Ve r mont t h e r e a r e enough
di f fer ence s between t h e two t hat y ou c a n
fo r m a preference . For me i t ' s a more - or 
le s s even tie bet ween t h e two , and my wi fe
leans towa r ds Ve r mont. Then again a s o f late
we joke about h ow i f we were I vy League
schools s he' d be Ha r v a r d and I 'd be Yale .

Some people ' s pre ference s are more
We s tern in f l avor. My f r i e nd " Sn a r l i n g
Ch e s t y " j ust moved hi s f amily out to New
Mexi c o . They we r e o r i g i n a l l y f rom So uth e r n
Tier New York a nd moved to Connect icut. Some
s u r v iva l ists cons i d e r New Mexi c o to be a
more " l i b e r a l" So uthweste r n stat e and e s chew
i t fo r Nev ada or Ar i zon a, but i t s e ems t o
s uit hi s purposes j ust f i n e. The or i g i n a l
member s of t h e Fr e e State Pr o j e c t who
re fused to rel ocate to New Hamp s h i r e s e em to
gravitate towa r ds either Idaho or Wyoming . I
like Idaho ' s t e r r a i n, but h ave to pas s on
t h e comp l et e and ut terly tot a l rural
environment a s i t ' s n ot opt i mal fo r my
particular strat e gy.

While t h e r e i s n o per fe c t place , t h e r e
are many t hat are pret ty good , and more t h a n
adequate fo r you r needs and st r at e g i es. Do
your research. Get y our fee t on t h e gr ound
fo r a f ew days in areas of p otential
intere s t . Find out everything about a
p otential l ocation : good , bad , and ugly .

Make a decision and t h e n implement y our
plan . Al s o d on ' t b e a fraid to come to t h e
conc l us ion t hat t h i n gs will be OK j ust where
y ou are i f y ou on l y implement a f ew minor
c h a nges.

On Personal Infrastructure and Your
Secret Laboratory, Cabin In the Woods, or
Wherever...:

Those of y ou who fo l low my blog
Oberon's Rest have read about my pro j e c t to
repair and f ix t h e o l d s h e d in t h e bac kyard
t hat wa s damaged in t h e s now/ ice stor ms las t
winter and conve rt i t int o a comb i nat ion
cab i n/ wor ks hop. Those of y ou who a r e s e r ious
a bout t h e study of modern s u r v i v a l ism, what
I cal l Dy s t onauti c s , need a pla ce where y ou
c a n read without interruption , ke e p all y our
b ooks and tools, and wor k on v a r ious h obbie s
whe ther it ' s electroni c s , gunsmithing , o r
reloading without having to a s semble a nd
disas semble y our wor ks p ac e every t i me
because i t happens to be t h e dining r oom
t a b l e. Thi s place c a n b e t h e cor n e r of a
r oom wh e r e y ou c a n f it a s ma l l h omemade
workbench , o r a whole outbu i l d i n g d edicated
to y our dys t onauti c pursuit s . Whatever t h e
s i z e and l oc ation , y ou abs olutely need to
have t h is s p ace. The bigger t h e b e t ter . I f
y ou c an't manage a works p ac e in y our c u r r ent
residence , t h e n i t ' s probably n ot
s ust a i n a b l e in oth e r wa ys a s we l l. Stud ents
of t r a d it ional s u r v i v a l ism are undoubtedly
familiar with t h e rule of t h r e es, wh ich s ays
t hat y ou c a nnot live more t h a n:

3 minute s without brea thing

3 h our s without s h e lte r in an e xtreme
environment

3 d ays without water

3 wee ks without f ood

Under t h e rule of t h r e es, s h e lte r i s
s econd in importance and priority , right
below breathing . Si nc e breathing comes
naturally to mos t of u s under n ormal
c i rcumst a nces, unle s s y ou 're dr owning or
about to be d ownwind of toxic f umes, having
proper s h e lte r s hou l d be y our f i rst
priority . I t need n ot be particularly
elaborate , a s l ong a s i t s e r v es t h e
ne ce s sary f unct ions. I have lived in v a r ious
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t h at a we l l made
de cade and beyond .

I 'm pr o of p ositive
comp ut e r c a n las t a g o od

For modern internet s u r f i n g, v i d eo
con f e r e nc i n g and s p e e d y d ownl oading , o r
gaming , t h is s yst e m i s wo e f u l l y s low. If ,
h owever , y ou d on ' t mind waiting a l ong t i me
f or y our d ownl oads and y ou f orego wat ching
v i d eos o n l i n e and vide o con f e r e n c i n g, t h is
s y st e m make s a v e r y ni ce library comp ut e r. I
have been able to d ownl oad short , l ower
quality v i d eos, entire shelve s o f b o oks and
pamphlet s as well a s st a y in tou c h with
family , run an o n l i n e magazine , we bs it e and
stor e. I am al s o able to li s ten to internet
radi o . Thi s i s very adequate f or what I wi sh
to d o without breaking my bank . The s yst e m
is al s o upgradeable t o a high speed
s at e l l it e con n ect ion s hou l d I ever de cide
t h a t i t i s worth t h e money . On c e vide o h a s
been d ownl oaded onto di sk , whether I have
we ath e r e d a v e r y large and l ong d ownl oad o r
have special o r d e r e d someth i n g, t h e vide o
runs at n ormal s p e e d rather t h a n s u f f e r i n g
t h e l ong pause s and stops t h at i s required
f or wat ching v i d eos o n l ow bandwidth
internet . Since I 'm n o t a gamer , I d on ' t
cons i d e r o n l i n e gaming a fa c t or f or s p e n d i n g
more money o n my s yst e m o r s p e e d i n g up t h e
internet .

t e l l y ou about t h e newe s t and fa s te s t
pr o ce s s or o r t h e larges t t e r a b yt e hard drive
n or t h e l oude s t and flashies t bell s and
whis tle s . Thi s may s u r p r is e y ou , but y ou
d on ' t need t h e be s t and late s t in comp ut e r
t e c h nolog y to fight t h e g o od fight . My
c u r r e nt and late s t comp ut e r i s a model
dating fr om ar ound 2 0 05 and i s an e Machines
T11 0 0 . The s yst e m cons ists o f an Intel
Celeron Pr o ce s s or a t 1 GHz s p e e d, 25 6 MB o f
RAM and a 2 0 GB hard drive . I t al s o includes
1CD re c ordable and rewritable drive and 1
3. 5" fl oppy drive . On e USB p ort in t h e fr ont
o f t h e towe r and o n e game MIDI p ort are
con n e ct e d. There are p ort s in t h e back f or
t e l e p hon e jacks , monit or , sc a n n e r, printer ,
mouse and s p e a k e rs. The o p e r at i n g s yst e m o r

y our OS i s Windows XP with s e r v ic e pack 3. For
internet s u r f i n g and email to sta y in
touch, a Conexant SoftK56 Modem i s included .
The audi o card i s an Intel AC' 97for sou n d.
The graphi c s c a r d i s al s o an Intel . The
entire web s u r f i n g experience i s con n ect e d
t h rou g h a landline , dial up s y st e m, a s
c a b l e, c e l l u l a r t ech nolog y and WiFi are
unavailable in my remote area .

Since t h is article i s about high t ech
gadget s and I jus t fini shed a paragraph o n
t h e internet , y ou probably already know t h at
I 'm g oing to t a l k about t h e high t e c h gadget
y ou mu s t u se to peruse t h e internet ; t h e
comp ut e r. Go od gue s s . Now , I 'm n o t g oing to

So , y ou have o p e n e d y our eye s and
n oticed t h at t h e world and t h e universe
o p e r at es o n an entirely different reality
t h a n i s refle c ted by t h e evening news . Go od
f or y ou ! Now , y ou'll want to know if t h e r e
i s any information out t h e r e t h at refle c t s
t h e event s t h at are t r u l y happening and if
anyone i s giving any information o n what to
d o when t hos e event s hi t t h e fan .
Fortunately , t h e r e are plenty o f information
sou r c es o f which y ou c a n t a k e advantage . Of
c ourse , I 'm t a l k i n g about t h e internet . I
know , t h e internet has bec ome t h e but t o f
barbed j oke s tos s e d by a dieing media ,
usually a s a r c ast ic, " I read i t o n t h e
internet , so i t mus t be t r u e." You and I
b oth know t h at n o t everything y ou read o n
t h e internet i s t r u e. I t i s up to t h e reader
to s how some di s cernment and d o some
research int o any intere s ting s u bj e cts. That
s a i d, t h e r e i s al s o a l o t o f v e r y g o od
information t h at will further y our
education , keep y ou informed o f real current
event s and instruc t y ou o n h ow to survive in
a topsy-tu r v y real world .

by Co r cc e i g h Green

place s fr om a 1 0x15 t e nt in t h e Adir ondacks
to a rented r o om in a basement . In all t h es e
ins tance s I was able to maintain a s ma l l
workspace with tools adequate f or t y p ic a l
t ech nolog ica l s u rv i val a c tivitie s .

High Tech Gadgets For Becoming
Informed: Part 1

For tho se o f y ou in e x treme
c onditions , t h e r e are b oth plans and
fini shed product s available f or s ma l l
p ortable workbenche s a n d works pace s t h at
o f f e r tool stor a g e and a n ominal work
s u r f ace. Df Ys-t.vpe s will want to check out
Kur t Saxon ' s e x cellent Survivor back-is sue
comp e n d i ums (a mu s t-have f or y our library ) .
To ol comp a n i es s uch as Stanley and
Mile s craft o f f e r v a r ious designs o f p ortable
workbenche s and workcenter s . There are
plenty o f o p t ions available t o fi t
particular s itu at ion.
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Fortunately , t h e r e i s a very c h e a p
alternative to a cquiring a backup comput e r
in c as e y our s i s damaged come t h e day and i t
i s h ow I ac qu i r e d my 2 backups . Fir s t , as
men tioned , I have 2 b a ckups . I got s uch a
deal on these t hat i t was stup i d n ot to
a cquire t h em b oth j ust in c as e I break out
and s et up my backup a f ter an EMP event j ust
t o have my bac kup f r i e d in a s econd EMP
event . How cou l d t h e price s on t h es e be so
l ow a s to all ow a p oor b oy to a cquire 2
units? Ea sy , I picked t h em out o f t h e l ocal
dump s ter s . Every t i me I s e e electroni c
equipment f rom comput e rs to s at e l l it e
receiv er s a t t h e l ocal dump s ter s , I pick
t h em up and take t h em h ome fo r t est i n g. I f
t h e y wor k , I inc orporate t h em int o my
s u r v iva l plans . I f t h e y d on ' t wor k , I st r i p
t h em o f any working compon ents like hard
drive s and haul them back to t h e dump s ter s .

Bad t h i n gs d o happen , h owever . Be cause t h e
electroni c s of a comput e r i s so f r agi l e,
t h e r e are many incident s t hat c a n render
t h e m inoperable . Lightning st r i k es f EMP
event s , op e rat i ng t h e comput e r in high he a t ,
ele c trical s u r ges and much , much mor e c a n
all render you r comp ut e r inoperable . Since
o u r reas on fo r maintaining a c omputer i s to
pr ovide ou rs e lves with information regarding
ou r s u rviva l in t h e real and somet i mes h ar sh
wo r l d, i t i s be s t to have a backup fo r you r
comput e r s hou l d i t be damaged when whi chever
ev ent f i n a l l y c atch es up to t h e Ost r ich- l i ke
maj ority of y our neighbor s tod a y.

Purcha sing another comput e r c a n b e
qui t e e xpensive . Mos t wi l l opt to cons i d e r
t h e comput e r a n on-es sential piece of
equipment s hou l d t h e i rs be damaged and a
more urgent s e ns e of s u r v iva l be c omes
ne ce s sary during a c r is is. If , h owever , y ou
are planning n ow fo r y our s u rvi v a l, y ou will
be laying back s upp l i es like food, ammo ,
s e eds and tools. I f y ou are op e r at i n g a
comput e r fo r gathering in f ormation y ou are
probably d ownloading b ooks , v i d eos or web
p age s with all sorts of neat in f ormation
t hat y ou would like to empl oy during c e rt a i n
c i rcumst a nces. When y our comput e r goe s d own ,
t hat in f ormation goe s away . Breaking out a
backup uni t and s ett i ng i t up will bring all
o f t hat in f ormation back to y our f i n ge r t i ps
i f y ou had i t bac ked up on CD or DVD .

You won't
units t h is way ,
interchangeable

get t h e s ame brand and model
so y ou won't have uni f o r ml y

compon ents, but y our

equipment c a n be mad e compat i b l e t h rou gh
i t ' s softwa r e. For e xample , I have l oaded
all my uni t s with Windows XP and all of t h e
r edundant softwa r e allowing me to read ,
watch or li s ten to a l l of my save d file s .
Ea ch comput e r has a CD drive , so all o f my
file s and softwa r e are bac ked up on CDs . The
backup uni t s are stor e d in EMP prote c ted
b oxe s . They are never connecte d to t h e
internet . Their sol e purpose i s to all ow me
to read file s and b ooks stor e d in my
s u r v i v a l library , wat ch vide os f rom t h e s ame
library CDs and listen to stor e d MP 3 f i l es
fr om Militia and Patriot radi o broadc a s t s
a f ter t h e day .

In or d e r to make use o f t h e comput e r
y ou'll need some more hardware be f ore y ou
c a n begin y our odyss e y fo r in f ormation .
Fir s t , t h e monit or . Thi s i s y our visual
inter face with t h e comput e r. The comput e r
place s data in a usable fo r m fo r y ou to s e e,
read or manipulate on t h e monit or ' s sc r e e n.
Unf ortunately , monit or s wear out a bout every
5 year s on t h e average , t hou gh I ' ve had some
f or l onger periods o f t i me. You s hou l d be
prepared to purchase more monit or s as
backups . Mos t monit or s found at t h e
dump s ter s d o n ot work , e specially i f t h e y
are in t h e dump s ter unac c ompanied by oth e r
comput e r equipment . I f y ou f i nd on e in t h e
dump s ter s with oth e r equipment , t a ke i t h ome
and t est i t al ong with t h e oth e r equipment .
Many people will t h row awa y perfectly u s able
equipment so t h e y c a n make r oom fo r t h e
newe s t equipment . Always t a ke advantage of
t h is.

Anoth e r c h eap method fo r a cquiring an
e xtra monit or i s to peruse y ard a nd garage
s a l es. Somet i mes t h e y will be sol d
s e p a r at e l y with i t ' s own price and somet i mes
i t will be sol d with a comp l et e s yst em. I f
you d on ' t need t h e comp l et e system make an
offe r on t h e monit or alone . You c a n usually
t a l k t h e own e r int o s e l l i n g i t without t h e
s yst em. As k to plug in t h e monit or to c h eck
i f i t i s working . I f y ou are buying t h e
entire system, as k to h ook i t all up to make
s u r e i t i sn ' t bad . I f t h e own e r d oe s n ot
want to d o t h is, be s us p ic ious of the uni t
o r monit or and wal k away f rom t h e deal . Mos t
of t h e t i me, own e rs merely want to s a l e a
per fe c tly good s yst em to offs et t h e purchase
price of t h e newe s t s yst em on t h e mar ke t .
Ve ry good bargains c a n be found t h is way , so
always c h eck you r l ocal yard a nd garage
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sal es. Get a s many working monit or s as you
c a n. Many t i mes y ou c a n ge t entire s ys t e ms
c h e a p e r t h a n t h e price of a new monit or f so
t ake advantage of t h is a s well .

To all ow y ou to manipulate t h e data
you s e e o n t h e monit or f a mouse must be
included in t h e s yst em. You are able to move
t h e c u rsor with y our mouse , cut and pas t o r
s e l ect t ext, sc rol l up and d own t h e sc r e e n,
t u r n page s and place t h e c u rsor ove r i c on to
c l ic k o n f i l es and softwa r e to o p e n and / o r
read . Ol d e r mouses (mice?) wor ked with a
ball me chani sm to s e n d elec troni c me s sage s
to t h e comp ut e r fo r p ositioning the c u rsor.
The ball would oft e n pick up dus t and
particles and we a r d own t h e contact wi t h i n
the mouse rendering t h e mouse inoperable .
These wo u l d have to be replaced almo s t onc e
a year ! The newer opt ica l l y o p e r at e d mouse
i s f ar s u p e r ior in t h is manner . These mouse s
sc a n t h e s u rfac e o n whi ch t h ey s it s eve r a l
t i mes a s econ d to determine whi ch way t h e y
are being moved and p osition t h e c u rsor
a c c ordingly . Wi thout t h e need fo r an
elec trical contact in t h e i r me chani sm , t h e r e
i s n o s uch p oint to we a r out. I am st i l l
u sing t h e f i rst o n e I b ought whi ch mu s t be
ar ound 5 o r 6 year s o l d n ow . The o n l y p oint
where t h e opt ic a l l y o p e r at e d mouse s we a r out
i s in t h e sc rol l wheel , wh ich a per s on c a n
live without. You will find many o f t h es e in
t h e dumps ter , people wi l l t h row t h e m away
when t h e sc rol l wheel we a rs out, but t h at i s
u sually t h e o n ly t h i ng wr ong with t h e m. You
wi l l col l ect dif ferent brands , but driver s
are d ownloadable o n t h e ne t . I al s o have
bac kups fo r t h e mouse , all opt ica l.

The keybo ard i s a noth e r int er face with
the comp ut e r via t h e monit or . The keyboard
n o t o n l y all ows y ou to manipulate t h e data
being presented o n t h e monit or ' s sc r e e n, but
al s o all ows y ou to enter o r c r e at e dat a of
you r own. Ye s , y ou gue s sed i t . You'll need
to have o n e o r more backups fo r you r
keyboard too. Usually , when y ou find a
comp ut e r in t h e dumps ter , y ou'll f i n d t h e
more o r l e s s comp let e s yst e m and t h is almo s t
always includes t h e keyboard . Ke y boa r ds
fou n d with comp l et e s ystems u sually work
very well . Always pi c k t h es e up with t h e
re s t o f t h e s yst e m and t est i t . Wh e n fou n d
in t h e dumps ter s alone , t h e r e i s a que s tion
o f whether t h e keyboard works , but pick i t
up anyway and t est i t . Many of t h es e will
wo r k fine as we l l. Alternative s to dumps ter

diving f or keyboards are , again , t h e y a r d
and garage s a l es. Again , k e y boa r ds we a r
d own , as d o t h e oth e r compon e nts of y our
s yst e m. EMP event s , lightning st r ikes and
he a t can de s troy their elec troni c s . Ha v e
backups . I f y our s yst e m i s de s troyed in o n e
of t h e above event s , y our keyboard wi l l al s o
be a f fe c ted .

Part o f you r s yst em's inter face
between y ou and t h e data i s t h rou g h sou n d.
Be side error me s sage s , bleeps and blo ops to
get y our a t tention , sou n d comes in v e r y
handy when listening to an MP3 archived
br o adcas t . When watch i n g t hat d ownl o aded
y outube vide o a bout planting s e e ds i t s u r e
helps to hear wh at t h e h o s t s a r e s a y i n g
about t h e s u bj e c t . Thi s ma ke s y our s p e a k e rs
a v e ry important compon e nt in y our s yst e m.
Un f ortunately , when I s e e t h es e in t h e
dumps ter , I s e e t h e m o n l y with a comp l et e
s yst e m. Your area may be di f ferent , so c h eck
f or t h e m anyway , but mo s t people h old o n to
t h e s p e a k e rs to u se with t h e i r new s yst e m,
so d o n o t t h row t h e m out. You may f i n d t h e m
a t y a r d and garage s a l es. Speaker s v a r y in
price a lon g a very wide range . You c a n buy a
few s ets o f c h e a p o n es to back up y our g o od
o n es o r y ou c a n h ave a cou p l e o f mid-priced
s ets t h at are o f great quality . I 'd s u g gest
brands like GE , whi ch I am happy with . I f
y ou li s ten to a l o t o f musi c v i a y our
comp ut e r y ou may want a comp l et e h ome
entertainment sou n d s yst e m h o oked up . These
c a n be e xpensive , but I ' ve s e e n some v e r y
g o od quality bargains in t h e $1 5 0 range a s
well . Your main re a s on f or maintaining t h es e
backups i s , again , to hear in f ormation t h at
cou l d help y ou re -build o r maint ain y our
li fe during hard t i mes. A s u pe r ior quality
entertainment s yst e m i s n o t ne ce s s ary , but I
d o c oncede t h at having t h e ability to play
some musi c f or entertainment o r even
watch i n g an entertainment movie o r vide o
onc e o r t wice a wee k would have a p ositive ,
upli f ting a f fe c t upon t h e s u rvivor of a
col l a ps e. Ge t what y ou c a n afford and l o o k
ov e r t h e bargain stor es and dumps ter s .

Earphone s and ear buds are a lso
e x cellent c hoices f or quietly li s t ening to
f i l es when remaining s i l e nt i s an advantage ,
but ins truc tions fr om s uch a file i s
ne ce s sary . They are al s o advantage ous fo r
t wo wa y radi o broadcas ting . Many of t h es e
are quite inexpensive and s hou l d be n o
problem in stoc k p i l i n g a few s ets o f
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b a c kups . In f act, i f y ou d on ' t have t h e
budget fo r a f ew backups fo r y our s pe a k e rs f

y ou may opt to stock bac k a few earphone s o r
buds as b a c kups .

Consider n ow, t hat y ou ' ve been
d ownl oading b ooks and ins truction manual s .
You'll be utilizing t h es e ins tructions in
pr o j e c t s ar ound y our h ome in o r d e r to make
y oursel f more efficient f or s u rviva l.
Building rai sed beds f g arden b oxe s f hydr o 
elec trical s yst e ms and more f or t h e f i rst
t i me will require fo l lowi n g some wri t ten
ins tructions and plans on t h e job s ight.
Thi s will lead u s to printer s . Your printer
will print pho t o s of obj ects y ou are working
on, blueprint s a n d e xploded v i e ws. You ma y
al s o print b o o k s and ins truc tions to read a t
t h e job s i ght, o r because you are working o n
multiple s i ghts, t h e print out i s much more
p ortable and conve n i e nt to bring with you to
t h e di f ferent s i ghts. Thi s al s o d oesn ' t
require p ower fr om bat terie s o r fuel hungry
generat or s . Printing out y our mo s t important
d o cument s and b o o k s b e f ore t h e day comes
will al s o insure t h at y ou have t h es e
important ins truc tions o n h and without t h e
need of a p ower sou rce.

Printer s e l ect ion i s very important .
You wi l l want y our printer s to be f u nct ion a l
fo r a f ew year s without t ech n ic a l s u p port in
c as e o f a col l a ps e. Wi th t h is purpo se in
mind , we c a n wor k up t h e parameter s fo r a
g o od s u r v i v a l printer . Your printer mu s t be
rugged enough f or 3 to 5 year s o f o f f and o n
again u se without t ech n ic a l s u p port o r
n ormal maintenance . I t mu s t o p e rat e in
varying t e mp e r atu r e f rom h o t to col d. I t ' s
ink well s mu s t b e able to be re filled
multiple t i mes and mu s t n o t u tilize
e xpiration c h i ps. I t mu s t be able to handle
paper of v a r y i ng t y p es and t h ickn ess. Ve r y
f ew printer s are cap a b l e of t h is.

Ins tead of li s ting t h e many brands and
model s of printer s o n t h e marke t , I 'll let
y ou in o n t h e printer I d epend o n and why .
My main printer and backup are b oth t h e
Ca non i5 6 0 . When I purcha sed t h es e t h e y were
in t h e $50 each price range unused , brand
new in t h e b o x . Thi s made t h e i5 6 0 feasible
as my main wo rki n g printer with money enough
left ove r to purchase another a s a bac kup .
The i5 6 0 i s e x tremely u ser f r i e n d l y. I t s
softwa r e all ows fo r s i mp l e maintenance in
c l e a r i ng and c l e a n i n g t h e ink we l ls and
aligning t h e printer heads . I t c a n oft e n re-

align paper and avoid paper j a ms. I t has
per f ormed very we l l fo r me with o n and off
again printing pr o jec t s . Mo s t importantly ,
i t s inkwell s h ave n o e xpiration c h i ps.
Unlike many oth e r brands like t h e insidious
Le xmar k s , t h e i 5 6 0 ' s printing head d oesn ' t
stop wo rki n g onc e t h e inkwell s ' e xpiration
c h i p reache s a c e rt a i n date . You c a n
cont i n u e to re fill t h e i5 6 0 ' s ink we l ls a s
l ong i t ' s s pon g e remains v i a b l e and i t will
work every t i me. The i5 6 0 ' s inkwell s
t h e ms e lves d o n o t u tilize s e mi-con d uctor o r
comp ut e r c h i ps, t h e r efor e n othing t e l ls t h e m
to stop working onc e a c e rt a i n date i s
reached . To k e e p y our i 5 6 0 wo r k i n g s i mp l y
stoc k b a c k a l o t o f ink in black , yell ow,
blue and red , a pac kage of s e v e r a l ink well s
in t h e i r v a r ious colors and re fill t h e ink
we l ls as l ong as t h e i r s pon g es d o n o t dry
out. Stock bac k reems o f paper and t h is
printer will give y ou s u p e r ior per f ormance
o n y our s u rviva l retreat during a c r is is.

Gadget s t h at c a n comp l i me nt y our
s yst e m are MP3 player s o r IP ods and Palm
Uni t s , aka IPads . IP ods c a n stor e MP3 file s
and play t h e m bac k to y ou vi a i t s phone j ac k
and headset s . These a r e e x tremely handy . I
know , y ou mo s tly s e e t h es e a t tached to
people wh o are o b l i v ious to t h e i r
s u r rou n d i ngs and li s tening to l oud musi c .
That i sn ' t t h e way y ou have to u se t h e m,
h owe ver . MP3 f i l es aren ' t j ust musi c , t h e y
c a n al s o be archived radi o and internet
broadcas t s a s well a s a u d .i o - Look s . I have
been u sing an MP3 player f or year s to li s ten
to d ownl oaded file s of " Th e Intelligence
Report " , " Th e Alex J one s Show" and " Th e Q

Files " while at work . I work o n a s a n d e r and
mu s t h ave hearing pr ote c tion , so I pl a ce ear
buds con n ect e d to my MP3 player in my ear s
and we a r hearing pr ote c t or s ove r t h e m. I c a n
li s ten to h our s o f Patri o t broadcas ting and
learn while I 'm making a living . These are
p owered by bat tery whi ch i s re charged by
merely plugging t h e device int o y our
comp ut e r's USB p ort . IPads basically cons ist
of a palm s i z e d sc r e e n and keyboard t h at
all ows y ou to read f i l es and watch v i d eos a s
y our comp ut e r d oe s . Thi s all ows y our file s
to be c ome much more p ortable so t h at y ou c a n
tak e t h e m with y ou to re ad while aw ay f rom
y our s yst e m. I have n o t u sed o n e of t h es e
ye t , but c a n s e e t h e advantage s hou l d y ou
n o t want t o print out an entire b o ok o n
paper , but need to t a k e t h e information with
y ou to a building o r wor k s i ght.
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To s u p por t t h is s yst e m, y ou will need
to s toc k back s ome i tems t h at will all ow y ou
t o t r a n s f e r and / or store data . Al s o , hard
drive s d o n o t last f orever . Pr ote c ted in an
EMP pr ote c ted b o x and pr ote c ted fr om moi s ter
and t h e environment , a new in t h e b o x hard
drive wi l l las t y our lifetime . When o p e n e d
and ins talled , a hard drive may las t 1 0 o r
2 0 year s . Your hard drive will wear out
soon e r depending o n h ow o ft e n t h e comp ut e r
i s t u r n e d o f f and on, h ow o ft e n i t i s
ove r wr itte n and h ow o ft e n i t i s defragged .
Oth e r fac t ors al s o include t e mp e r atu r e,
humidity and if i t i s bumped and moved while
writing o r reading . Fortunately , f or y our
purpo se s y ou d o n o t need t h e l arge s t
c a p acity, highe s t density and newe s t
t ech nolog y in hard drive s . Since we are
envisioning a future where the internet is
n o t available , y ou will o n l y need y our hard
drive s to s tor e information y ou already have
d ownl oaded and to commu n icat e with oth e rs
via packet radi o . Cheaper t e c h nolog y i s
available t h at will perform t h is job more
t h a n s at is f actor i l y. Wi th all o f t h e t e r r a
bite c a p acity hard drive s comi n g o n t h e
marke t and be c oming le s s expensive , t h e las t
generation o f t ech nolog y i s be c oming a
bargain . Go b a ck another gener a tion , which
will st i l l s e r v e o u r purpo se and t h e n some,
and y ou wi l l be able to purchase s e v e r a l
backups f or t h e price o f a s i n g l e hard drive
in t h e late s t t ech nology.

Keep all o f t h e so ftwa r e and
information o n y our hard drive backed up o n
CDs o r DVDs to l oad int o y our new hard drive
when y our c u r r e nt o n e fail s . As y ou may be
col l ect i n g new information o r networking
with oth e rs o f like mind in y our commu n ity
o r l ong range via HAM o r packet radi o stoc k
back plenty o f CDs o r DVD di s ks . Pick o n e o f
t h es e a s y our s yst e m. In oth e r wo r ds, if t h e
s ys t e m y ou are u sing tod a y u tilizes a DVD
drive to stor e p ortable data d o n o t buy a
s yst e m f or backup t h at u tilizes a CD drive
and visa- versa . Since much o f the o l d e r,
more c h e a p l y available t ech nolog y use s CD
drive s f or t h is purpo se , y ou may c hoos e t h is
opt ion a s I have . Some later t ech nology i s
a ble to burn b oth CD and DVD f ormat di sks .
Thi s i s a v e r y conve n i e nt opt ion e specially
when ne t working with oth e rs after a col l a ps e
and all ows y ou to u tilize more opt ions a s
l ong as a t leas t o n e o f y our backups has t h e
s a me c a p a b i l ity. In any c as e, make c e rt a i n
t h at y ou have stor e d y our pertinent data in

a f ormat t h at all o f y our backups can use .

Digital c a me r as and vide o c a me r as a s
well a s audi o cap a b l e equipment can be
important when conv e y i n g in f ormation to
oth e rs o r when making re c ords f or p o s terity .
Cheap digital c a me r as are o n t h e marke t
tod a y f or stor i n g pho t o s o f o n e's gardens to
blacksmithing and oth e r building pr o jec t s to
sch e mat ics and blueprint s . No reas on n o t to
stor e some o f t h es e back . Make s u r e y ou have
s tor e d any ne ce s sary driver s . Digital v i d eo
c a me r as are comi n g d own in cost a s well and
I 'll be adding o n e o f t h es e to my s yst e m
soon.

Scanner s are another c onsideration . A
sc a n n e r c a n t u r n y our s yst e m int o a cop y i n g
machine and re -publishing c e nt e r. Ol d, worn
out b o o k s c a n be t a k e n apar t and s canned
int o y our s y st e m. They c a n, t h e n be re 
o r g a n i z e d fr om t h e i r file s and re-printed
and di s tributed to y our commu n ity o r t r a d e d.
Flyer s c a n be quickly c opied f rom t h e
arti s t ' s rendition and printed f or
di s tribution . The sc a n n e r f or my sys tem has
b een t h e A4 EPP . Thi s scan n e r's feature s
all ow a l o t of opt ions f or y our s yst e m. I t
t u r ns y our s yst e m int o a cop y ma chine ,
all ows y ou to s e n d a f ax, i t will dire c t
sc a n a page o r pho t o int o JPG o r EMP digital
f i l es and i t s OCR will sc a n t ext f rom a page
dire c tly int o a TXT o r RTF f ormat file . Thi s
has been t h e way to g o f or me .
Unfortunately , I d o n o t ye t have a bac kup ,
so I mu s t remove my sc a n n e r fr om i t s
pr otection wh e n I mu s t sc a n and place i t
back when fini shed . If I c a n gather the
money and find another o n e o f t h es e, I will
c e rt a i n l y buy i t . Lo ok int o t h e opt ions o f
any sc a n n e rs y ou come a cr o s s . The OCR
Te x tbridge i s definitely worth i t .

In t h e future , y our s yst e m may be c ome
t h e hub o f an informa tion s yst e m t h at keeps
u s fr om s l i d i n g int o another dark age . At
leas t i t may keep y ou out o f t h e dark age
t h at t h e re s t o f t h e world i s diving int o
headl ong . Thus far , we have o n l y cov e r e d t h e
basi c i tems and s yst e ms y ou s hou l d cons i d e r
s hou l d y ou de cide t h a t some high t ech
gadget s would help in y our s u r v iva l in a
dystopian f u t u r e. We will c ontinue t h is
t r a i n o f t hou ght with o u r nex t entry by
cons i d e r i ng what softwa r e i s ne ce s sary f or
y our s yst e m and web page s and information we
need to be v is it i n g and d ownloading n ow
while t h e internet i s st i l l f r e e.
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