Regrelfully, there has been lillle
mourning of the death of Abbie Hoffman,
the founder of TAP and a profound
advocale of the people and freadon fighler.
I’'ve noticed how Hittle “the people” seam fo

care. In fact, thare were those who -

wagerad on his alleged suicide or possible
murder. However, before the coroner’s
report was made public, his mother figured
it might have bean suicide

A car accident he was in earfier in June
of 1988 was said to have put him in a deap
doprassion. A friend of his landiord saw
him on April 11 and a neighbor found him
dead al his apariment in New Hope, PA al
&15 p.m. EDT on April 12. The autopsy
showed his blood alcohol lever was 0.20,
twice the legal Wmil. Propramolol and
benzodiazephine were also present in
Abbie’s system. Dr. Thomas Rosko
indcaled, on april 14, that thare was mo
evidanca thal Hofman had killed himsalf.
When Abbie was found, he was fully clothed
and covearead-up in his bed He aiso had a
trickle of blbod caked under his nostril
Despite all the fuss over the overdose,
Abbia has bean known to be an expert on
dugs and there was no evidence of
subsiace abuse prior to his death  Jack
Hoffman (his brother) and friend Jerry
Rubin just can't balieve still that he's dead.
Theyre also still comvinced thal he didn'l
commit suicida

Abbie was a mover and a shaker. He
had gotlen involved with the civil rights
movemert and from there he want on to
share in the counler-culture and peace
movament. His involvement in the Chicago
7 (the conspiracy trial that sat out to convict
Hoffman and others of disrupling the 1968
Democratic National Convention) sel the
stage for numerous other aclivities: the
foundng of YIPL (for purposes of free
speech and free exchange of information to
all who want to uss it), his anti-war
involvaments, Msiting college campuises
and camping ou! in Lincoin Park, gelling
pushed around by the gov't and by 1973,
gving away ovar $100,000 in book salas to
poktical groups.
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For whalt it's worth, 1'd like lo say that
despile the bad reports, his involvernent in
cocaine dealing and stepping out of the light
for seven or eight years, Abbie always
stuck to his guns. There’s not too many
ike him laft. Not even his co-horts seemed
as convicled as he was. some of them went
on to Wall Streel, politics, and Hollywood
but he maintained the stature that he had
been crowned with: an honest, tru-blue
American who didn’t give up when averyone
alsa did and who didn’l follow trends. He
wasn't ust some hippie fly-by-night making

a statement thal would soon be forgottan

in showing our gratitude and
unforgettable conviction 1o Hoffman's
baliefs, we will bagin a sarias of atriclas on
his life and aclivities. Anyone who would
like to help in our investigation of this

information would be greatly appraciialed

wWe were al a considaravble loss befora this
iSsSU8 was raleased since we were aboul to

contact Mr. Hoffman before he died.

Because he can’'t help us now, we are
seeking anyone who could help us in
contacling his brother, Jack Hoffman and
anyone elsa who could be signiticant. We
would also be greatful for any lelters.
clippings and miscellaneous info you may
If you wish to
submil any anlicles of your own on Hoffman
or relaling to him or for that matter,
anything else of interast, plaase do so. This
is your newsleiter and you‘'re the

have to add lo the arlicle.

reader/wrilar.

Remember, Hoffman's legecy won't

be forgotien and certainly not his cause.

Thal ‘s whal TAP’s all abou!l. Praserving
our righls as Americans but part of that
duly is paying homage lo a great leader and
individual. Again, we would appreciate any

help at all.
Tharx, Helga
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Small Tags
Protect Big Stores

Electronic article surveillance (EAS)
systems, which have been thwarting
shoplfiers in clothing storaes for over 10
years , now appear ready for suparmarkels
and other mass-merchandisa outiels One
supplier of EAS devices recently
introducled eleclronic tags that are small
usable on both hard and soft packages.
and-- parhaps most important-- cheap
enough to be disposable. Maanwhile lwo
other companies vying for this potentially
huge, viciously competitive market are still
working on thair own disposable-tag
syslams, based on differaent technologies.

Most consumers know EAS as those
while, hard-plastic tags that adom cloihes
in many department stores and boutiques.
A sales clark ramowves the tag when the
iltemn is paid for; the customers musl! then
axit the store through a special gate that
sounds an alarm if it senses a tag,
presumably atlalched to shoplified clothing.

But as anyone who had sean these
fags can atiest, they are far too bulky to
attach to mosl food and discount ifems.
Such esiablishmaeanis-- whera cusomers are
allowed to freely roam the aisles making
minimal contact with salesparsons-- have
fraditionalty bean easy marks for shoplifiers.

Many stores now use curved mirrors or
closed-circuil TV cameras o deter and
calch thieves But such methods are only
as good as the vigilsnce of the store
persomel, and some consumers object 10
the "Big Brother” implications.

The systam that may change all that,
introduced in January by Checkpoint
Systams Inc. (Thorofare, N.J.), is based on
3.8- by 4-cenlimerter adhasive labels that
are dspansed from specially designed guns
similar (o (hosa used 10 spil oul price lags.
Deposited on the stickey side of each label
is a passive radio frequency (rf) resomalor
circuit that looks ke nothing more than a
thin piece of aluminum foil laidout in a
squarish spiral wWhan such a tag passes

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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through an ri-transmilting exi! gate, the
drauit intarferes with the radio waves in a
known way:, a radio recievear al the gate
sanses this signal alteralion and iriggers an

That's essantially how mosl of the
clothing-store tags work, 100; Checkpoint’s
achievernant has been in overcoming the
problams inharant in minialurization as
tags shrirk, so do thair effecls on the radio
signal, lsading to a requireament for more
sansilive dalection equipment. Bul grealer
sansitivity means more false alarms, which
are a nuisance at best and which have
occasiomally led 1o charges of false arest
by irate customers. "More than anything
abe, sloras want o avoid lawsuits,”
comments a markeling manager at one EAS
company.

To sidestep this dilamma, Chackpoint
dasigned a digital signal-processing sysiem
that reacognizeas the tag's "signature” even
though 1’s oflen waaker that the amibient
radio frequency noisa. The transmitler al
the exit gate continually sweaps back and
forth in frequency, with a period on the
order of milliseconds. The lag's circuit--
which is equivalent to an inducior anda
capacitor-- resonates somewhere in this
swapl ranga Placed between the
iransmitter and reciever, the tag absorbs
and reemits radio energy that varies in
inlansity with the lransmitiar's
inslantaneous frequancy. The result is a
charactaristic sarigs of peaks and valieys in
the reamitted signal

This received signal is passed
through an electronic fiter that rejects any
rf power that doesn’t match the tag’s known
sigmature, the signal that does pass
through the filter is sioradin a shorl-term
memory. On each susequent frequency
sweep with the tag in the aexit gale, the
sigrature signal that the filter lets through is
added 1o the one in memory. Thus the
signal piles up to an alarm-triggering leve!
while the rf noise, which is random,
avarages out in repaaled scans.

Checkpoint says Ihat il can mass
produce the tags for a few cenis each--
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essential for the high volumes, fow product
pricas, and razor-thin profit margins of most
supermarkels. The tag’'s resonant
frequency can vary by - -10 percent and still
be within the system’s frequency sweep:
such loose {olarances easea automaied
production

The bigges! problam wilh the
Checkpoint system-- readily pointed out by
the compelition-- lies in the ability of any
piece of metal to shieid the tag from the
radio waves. One consequence is that the
lags can‘t proiect any item In a metal
package, such as cannad goods. Secondly,
dedicalad shoplifiers can beal the sysiam
by attaching their own metal-- a piace of
aluminum foil, say-- to the tag before
sneaking oul of the store with il.
Checkpoint acknowledges this, but points
oul that most shoplifteing is done on
impulse and few shoppers carry aluminum

" foil around with them routinety-- yet at least.

A secord, compsling EAS technology

is magnetic strips. Alregady familiar to library

patrons and booksliore cusiomers, these
sirips are melal with a very highl magnetic
permeability-- that is, they are readily
magnetized in the presance of weak
magnselic fields. exit gates emit low
frequency readio waves (lypicallly a few
kiloheriz. As the sirips become

magnelized, they such away soms of the

energy in the magnelic fieid this reduction
is sensad by the reciever at the gatea mosl
slrips now in use are iron-nickel permalioy:.
recently glassy metals, such as Allied
Corp.’s Meiglas, have bean proposed for
this application because of their greater
mechanical strenth and flexibility.

CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE
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