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Neighbor Held as Phone Tapper
Whose Calls Cost a Bank $8,000

o ran
wrs Hanover Trus Company branch at
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Brazen ripoft

MADISON, Wis (AP) — Madison police have fousd
some thieves Just have o respect.
The city s poiice deparunent has been observing
“nolice week”' by discussing law enforcement and dis-
ying a fully equipped squad car at a local shopping
cenl

But police report that someone stole Lhe ures (rom
LMAF $GUAA Car while 1t was on dusplay.

Your Car, Sir!
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SE (NON SUFFICLENT FUNDS)

Nun sufficient funds is a check racket whereby
une writes checks on an account with no money in
it. Miny people who run this game are amateurs
their real names and their own checking
wewunits . More sophisticated operators will use
i ali.s name and reduce the liklihood of any re-
sultunt hassles.

whes use

Athough cash 43 difficult to obtain directly,

werchandtue and materal are easily purchased, and
later, sold and converted to cash., Orders for TV's,
stereos, and jewelry can be Laken in advance, thus

sceurin the highest prices for the merchandise
while tacilliteting guick disposal.

The success of this check racket is directly
proportional to the care one uses in leaving no
traces e his or her real identity. Weeks after
the bad checks are written, investigators will be
tunning sbout with a picture from the driver's
Jicense, looking for the pzrson who wrote the NSF
coccks,  They will yo to the addresses (and ad-
drusses of phone numbers) of the license, answer-
scrvices used, ond work references given on
upplications, checks, etc, None of the people

might be guestioned should be able to ylve
ynfurmition about the person's real name,
wldress, or whereabouts if the mission is to be
duccesstul,  Leave no links to your real identity.
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Basically. all one has to do to actuate the
tcam 18 to secure a safe mail address, obtain alias
ID papers, walk 1nto a bank and open up a checking
sccount, and start spending when the permanent
checks come in. The details of the specific steps
are listed as follows:

1) Rent o mail address. Mail
van be found in the Yellow Pages
Angwering Services and sometimes
survice usually costs between $5 and §20 per month.
Do not use o P.O. Box address it is not the same
thimg as o private mail receiving service or box.

The Pegt Office verifies the applicant's identity

wr place of residence before issuing the box, so
there will be a link between the bad check and the
identity of the check passer. Also, banks are ra-
Juctant 1o assue checks with just a P.O. Box acddress,
and slores are even more reluctant to accept them.

receiving services
under Telephone
under Mail. This

A variation of the rent-an-address that is often
successful is te use a prestigious address as the

driver's license address and the address on the checkschecks as your personal fone number. i
service should not be the same one that is being used

A mail forwarding card is put in to the Post Office,
diverting the mail for the alias name from the pre-
stiglous address to the rent-a-box. The prestigious
sddress should be a multi-unit dwelling in a large
Cily or populous arca. A few test letters should

be sent to the alias name at the prestigious address
to verify that the mail forwarding card is in ef-

2) Obtain a birth certificate, either a con-
trived document or a real government issued certif-
icate of a dead person or a duplicate of someone
alive that lives out of state and will not be able
to recognise the photograph of the check passer.

It should be noted that the mail address should be
obtained tirst if one is going to be sending for
ID documents,

3) Go to the Department of Motor Vehicles with
the birth certificate and get a driver's license or
state issued ID card, which works just as well as
a driver's licvense. However, som: states do not
issue state ID cards and the driver's test will
have to be taken; therefore, get the driver's man-
ual and study for the test. It is incredible how
many knuckleheads will flunk the test because they
came in unprepared,

A brief note on paperwork and documents is in
order here for those who may find it difficult to
obtain them. A process on how to make documents is
available from TAP, Room 418, 152 W. 42 ST, N.Y.
10036. Reqguest TAP Issue #50 and send a dollar with
a stamped-self-addressed-envelope. A bouk explain-
ing the methods of getting ID from the government
is available from EDEN PRESS, called the NEW PAPER
TRIP. Write them at P.O. Box 8410, Fountain Vallaey,
CA 92708, and ask for their catalog. Another book
of interest by Eden Press is The Check Book, which
is well worth the $10 cover price. Both bocks are
a must for the serious paper tripper. The Paper
Trip also explains how to make up ficticious social
security numbers, which may come in handy if one is
using contrived documents instead of government
issued paper -- it takes an 55 number at the bank
to yet the paper that is needed, i.e., the checks.

4) Go to a bank and open up a checking account.
It may be beneficial to open up a Bavings account
first, and then open up the cheking account, It is
often easier to open up a savings account as the
banks ara usually more willing to take money for
deposilt than they are to issue checks, especially
to a person that they are not familiar with. The
savings account gets your fodt in tha deoor for the
checking account.

Use the rent-a-box address on the checks as the
home address, or the prestigious address with the
forward on it if the variation method is being used,

It is also helpful to have a telephone number printed

on the checks because it saves time at the caah re-
gisters. A telephone number can be rented from an

answering service for a modest fee, and used on the
This answering

as the mail address -- just in case the merchant
calls there to verify the fone number.

Do not attempt to run the scam,or even start it,

with the temporary checks that the bank first issues.

Wait for the permanent checks to come in. Merchants

fect and that the checks from the bank will therefore wint to see the perscn's address and phene number

et Lo the rent-a-box.  If the test letters do not

work, call the mail carrier at the Post Office and

‘ive him the instractions for the mail that you want
Toawarded,  Submit another forwarding card if neces-
ary.

on the check, and on occason, they request to see
some back up ID -- most frequently, a credit card.
If a credit card ia lacking, other ID may be sub-
stituted., A AARN memberuhip card {s fmpressive, and
any ulher picture ID as back-up adds credence to the
identity. .

Once the permanent checks are in,
cess to some cut-of-state checks, they can be de
ited to sweeten up the account., This 1s Hot neces
sary, but it helps maintain some semblance to Leing
legitimate as far as having money in the account to
cover the checks beiny written. 1If account
ening is going to be done, start depositing (he
checks on Monday, Spending will not start until
Tuesday night. Five days later, on sandiy, the
scam is over. Do not write any checks after sunday

1t one has ac-

aweet

MONDAY: Deposit some out-of-state che. Lo th
checking account if the account is going tu be sweet
ened wp. These chevlis for deposit can be cither
personal, payroll, or corporate. Avoid usbng ov-
ernment chécks because it bringa treaswry el dodeiad
investagators, who are quite tenacious Mako ont
the “sweetening checks” for small amounts, $100 i
$250, and make several deposits a day, coch duposi
at a different branch office of the bank.

TJUESDAY: Deposit more checks to swoeeten up the
account. Remember, the sweetening procedure is op
tional. Later this evening, go to the WIEPoLLE ated

1 ke

s

buy some plane tickots round-trip te aice pla
San Francisco, Miami, Hawaii, etc. The tic
be sold for one-third to one-half price, .mi tiwey
are good for u year even when bought with . pul-
ber check. Also, tickets can be traded in at olhog
airlines before or at the time of deparbwe  Lor any
destination desired, Writing checks tuvs Iy naglt

is like starting Wednesday. Only threo banking duys
ara going to be used along with the weckend.
WEDNESDAY: If you have used out-of-slate chocks
to sweeten up the account, you can go shopping Jdut
ing the day when the banks are open. I the slore

calls the bank, you have muney on deposit. 1 you
haven't sweetencd up the account, wait until thc
bank has closed, usually arcund five o'clovk -
check to be sure of the time the accounting dop-
artment closes if you want to start shopping Lhe
minute the bank {s closed,

After banking hours, then, hit the dopartment
stores for color TV's and sterco's. Alfter the de-
partment stores have closed, shop at the liguor
stores and all night grocery stores where they don't
require a courtesy card. After this, go to thu air-
ports and buy more plane tickets: the airlines arc
often open all night.

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY: ¢an be
worked the same way as wednesday -- department stores,
then liquor stores and grocery stores, then the air-
ports for plane tickets. Baturday and sunduay are
great for shopping at department stores all day
because the bank accounting departments are aften
closed for the weekend.

TELECREDIT: This is an insurance company Lhat
quarantees the merchant that they will cover your
check if it bouncas. The way that it works is an
your driver's license number: if the driver's li-
cense g authentic (the state gives thow the {jst)
and 1f you haven't bounced any checks aceently,
Telecredit will approve your check. They don't
know what your Lank balunce 1, ond the meschand
doesn't care because Telecredit will pay him even
il you don't have a nickle in your acconnt .



It appears that Telecredit works in different
wiays in different states; for example, in Califor-
nia, where there are a lot of paper trippers, there
is a $600 limit over a two-week period that Tele-
credit will approve. oOn the other hand, in Con-
necticut Telecredit has not set a limit as of 6/79.

In states like California, where Telecredit has
a limit, the way to rack up a huge amount of NSF
checks is this: always make purchases of ovar gix
hundred dollars. Telecredit will not insure a
check over six hundred decllars; however, for a 50¢
fee to the merchant member, they will verify the
authenticity of your driver's license, and the mer-
chant may bz willing to part with the material.
Since Telecredit did not insure the check, only ver-
ified it, there is still the original six hundred
dollar credit limit left. What this means is that
you can write as many $600 and over checks during
the shopping period Wednesday through Sunday. Sony
Trinitron TV sets, the top of the line sets with
remote control, cost about $635 with tax and make
excellent items to purchase. Remember to look on
the door of the store to see if they display the
little blue and white Telecredit welcome check
sign -- your check is welcome here. And while you
are at it, buy all the neat little things that you
always wanted but could never afford: jewelry,
clothing, stereo, and whatever else your acquisitive
nature demands. While waiting for the personalized,
permanent checks to come in, it is expedient to
look around for stores to buy at.

WARNING: Heed this well. After you have de-
posited the out-of-state checks to sweeten up the
account, you may have over a grand on deposit. Do
not go back to the bank and try to make a withdrawal.
The bank will not give you the money, and if you have
already started writing checks against depssit, they
may want to detain you ...... or worse,

Also, it is not recommended using your own car
when out on the spending spree. Some merchants,
egpecia]]y grocery stores and department stores
(when picking up the color TV's at the service
enterance), will watch you when you leave and write
down your license plate number. Pent a car if
possible. Because many rental agencies will want
a credit card before renting out a car, one may have
to put a large cash deposit up, so prepare for it,

As previously mentioned, leave no links to your
real identity. The slightest thread may be enough
for the investigators to pick up on. Be extra
careful using addresses and phone numbers that were
on any applications, making sure that no one at
these places knows w~ho you are or where to find you.
If references are needed on some applications, use
out of state references of people who do not know

you -- d>cters, lawyers, and priest know go many
people that they can't remember all of them. Lots
of them listed in the fone book tco.

BILLED FOR JAIL: The Stote of Emplovees of at least 12 grocery stores
Michigan has filed suit against a i the Kalomazon area haven't been on
prison inmale in an altempt to their tippy toes Lately. They've been ac-
collect room and board for his cepting ehecks for over S100 payable to
stint in joil. According 1o the suit “IOML SEAKY and signed by “U. R,
ogainst Qhavle: Frum, whn s Stuek.” To make matters worse, a po-
serving '":;: 'ul' recaiving stolen lice detective said the checks were copies
f;gf:;’:t;,v ? e may requlie }.n samples ..lw.u ;].. '(r..ka.i..?. cashicrs

“7"0 do 4 F’Umw & row to (l"‘l mged checks, Ve never

Teotberigamn ke T seen anything so obvious,” the detec

tive volunteered

Alter third number policy

Calls made from coin phones to loca-
tions outside the Unitrd States and
Canada now require m . acceptance
before they can be charged to a third
mumber.

This action was taken Dec. 5. ac-
cording 10 operator services. to help
protect company revenues and to guard
against fraud problems in the interna-

64

tonal market similar tothe ones we have
experienced ininterstate, intrastate and
local markets

If an operator cannot get acceptance.
he or she will suggest that the call be
tried later of ‘that alternate billing be
provided. Last vear the company lost
about $60.000 in uncollected revenues
from international calls identified as

fraud.
Even though the practice is being im- .
plemented  throughout  Hlinois  Bell.

calls handled by International Operat-
ing Center (10C) operators will not be
affected. ®

TAP, Room 603, 147 W. 42 St., NY 10036

FREE BOOKS

No TAP reader should be without lots of reading
material. All the books one could ever want can
be obtained from the Book Clubs . . . FREE! Here
is the better-way-scam-it-yourself method:

1) Obtain some freebie applications (Book Club
Membership Applications), preferably the ones that
are prestamped by the Book Clubs. These can be
obtained in quantity from magazines in one's local
library, from one's own mayazines, and in lobbies
of hotels and in waiting rooms. Tear out Lhe
applications, fill in the selection numbers, and
later, at one's leisure, fill in the rest of the
blanks on the cards.

2) A suitable alias name should be used to join
the Book Clubs and to order other freebies. The
alias name should be typed on a piece of paper and
scotch-taped to one's mailbox, notifying the post-
man where to deliver all the boxes of books that
are going to comec in.

3) It is useful to keep a list of all freebie
packages sent for and received. Some clubs frown
upon being sent two applications by the same per-
son, and it is easy to make this mistake when send-
ing out dozens and dozens of freebie applications.
By making a checkmark on the list as each package
comes in, outstanding packages are easily kept
track of.

4) When all the packages have come in, one can
take the alias name off his mailbox. A mail for-
warding card for the alias can be sent to the Post
Office, stating some distant forwarding address,
and all the dunning letters from the Book Clubs
will be automatically sent away instead of clutter-
ing up the mailbox.

One's own address is a convenient place to receive
the books; however, one might want to get the books
sent to a mail receiving service. A mail address
can be located thru the Yellow Pages under "Mail"
or "Telephone Answering Service." Frequently, one
will find that a Book Club offers only books that
he has no interest in; order them anyway and give
them to a friend, donate them to the jail library
or sell them to a used book dealer for extra cash
Also, remember to take advantage of the Record
Clubs, Tape Clubs, and other "bill-me-laters."”

; ~- Boobala Bumpkinski --
"Things in our country

run in spite of government.
not by aid of it.” — Wil
Rogers

Big Neighbor
is listening

Washington (UPD—Since & toll-free
federal “fraud hotline' was set up last
January, Americans have snitched on
their co-workers and neighbors more
than 7,100 times

At a result, inspectors general of
the 12 cabinet departments sre inves
tigating slmost 3,000 substantive alle.
gations of fraud in the government
The tips have eome in on a lelephone
line set up by the General Accounting
Office to take tips on waste, fraud and
illegal activity involving government

Ceiling his fate

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — A burglary suspect briefly
went over the heads of dozens of policeman while await-
ing interrogation at City Hall.

Eddie David Locle was unattended in a holding
cubicle and crawled into the room’s false ceiling. officers
said. He moved around noisily for several minutes as
dozens of employes tried to guess where he would come

wn.

A ladder was provided and Locke finally climbed
down — to be met by a crowd that had gathered to
watch. He threw up his hands and announced, “I'm the
maintenance man.

y do you have bugs up there'” money
Locke was taken back into custody immediately. The 24 hour tollfree number is
B800-424 5454
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