TEST YOUR STASH
by
0Oz Y. Mandias

This the first of a series of articles on subjects of interest.
Tne next few should be of interest to all you depraved dopers
out there. Questions and requests for articles, comments,
additions and corrections, interesting info of any kind (I would
be pleased to hear from technofreaks of any kind, especially
underground chemists and budding Cwgley-types), as well as
names and phone numbers of easy lays should be sent to TA P,
¢/o Cz Y. Mandias. Please remember to enclose a S. A. S. E,
if you want a personal reply, though I'll reply to_interesting
letters without one.

First of all, there are a few basic ground-rules one should
be aware of if you're into psychedelics. "THC" is almost
always PCP (a.k.a. "angel dust"), THC is somewhat difficult
to synthesize and expensive and there is a good market., Cn
the other hand, PCP is easy to synthesize, cheap as hell to
make and the market, until recently at least, was limited
(due to reputed bad side-effects). It doesn't take a genius to
figure out the result, given the lack of F. T. C. control over
the unscrupulous big-time suppliers. The same can be said
of stuff sold as mescaline (unless you live in the SouthWest)
and psilocybin, unless you have a good connection. These
are usually acid or our friend PCP again. It can be said,
however, that acid is usually acid, though as to quality.......

Bearing this in mind, there are a number of simple tests
you can perform to ascertain what exactly your head is getting
or at least what it's not getting. The easiest of these is the very
useful Marquis test (seen in " French Connection") which uses
a testing reagent consisting of 20 drops of formaldehyde (avail-
able in drug stores) dissolved in 10 ml concentrated sulphuric
acid (from drug stores, gas stations or school labs), A drop
of this reagent is added to a drop of water on a piece of glass
in which is dissolved a small amount (a few grains or frag-
ments) of the substance to be tested. (Note : Quantities and
% ages in this and the following tests need not be exactly cor-
rect,) Any color changes in the liquid are then noted and com-
pared with the chart. These tests are not absolute preof but
they are good enough for our purposes.

CTHER TESTS :

p-DMAB Test : Warm a small amount of the substance with a

1 % solution of para-dimethylaminobenzaldehyde (available
from a chemical supply house) in concentrated sulphuric acid
in a test tube. Note the color. Purple means LSD and related
cpds., DMT, psilocin or psilocybin, Yellow means procaine
or PCP. Red means THC or cannabis.

Beam's Test: Add a small amount of the substance to a solu-
tion of 5 % potassium hydroxide in methanol. A red color
indicates cannabis or THC.

Zwikker's Test : Toa 1 to 2 ml solution of unknown substance
in methanol or ethanol add 1 to 2 ml 1 % solution of cobalt
nitrate (or acetate) in methanol or ethanol. Now add 1 or 2
flakes or pellets of sodium hydroxide (lye), A deep violet-

blue color indicates barbiturates. (The color persists from

1 to 10 minutes depending on cpd. )

Strychnine Test : It can be said that for all intents and purposes,
there is no strynine in acid and never has been. If you're para-
noid though, take a .5 % solution of potassium dichromate in
60 % sulphuric acid and add a drop of this to a small amount

of the unknown on a white tile, Purple changing to red indicates
the presence of strychnine.

Chen's Test : This test will give a purple color for phenyle-

phrine, phenylpropanolamine and ephedrine, which are commonly

sold as speed and won't get you off. To one drop of a 1 % sol-
ution of the unknawn in vinegar (diluted with 1/2 water), add 1
drop of 1 % copper sulphate followed by 1 drop 8 % sodium
hydroxide (lye). Note the color.

EDITCR'S NOTE : The above article was submitted in long-
hand and any errors or mistakes are the result of my inability
to decipher his handwriting, my lack of drug and chemical
knowledge (Who, me?1), and my all-round general stupidity.
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MARQUIS TEST

DRUG CCLCR ("—".= changes to)

Amphetamine orange—»brown

Dexedrino, Speed orange—»brown

Benactyzine orange—green—blue
Bufotinine greenish-brown

Demerol dull orange

DMT ﬁ dull orange

Heroin ‘ purple

LSD grey

Lysergic acid & brown ﬁ
Lysergic acid amide brown

Mescaline orange

Psilocin greenish-brown

Psilocybin dull orange

STP yellow

mnc E;:rzoizs Phone company loses
FBIME been so SAN FRANCISCO (APY — The huge Pacific

little Telephone Co came within a few days of teeing its

downtown hradquarters on the auction block ta pays

credit card counterfeiting o g

?
to date? . ; Louis Gary, who boasts of paving his residential
Accordirg to Frost & telephone hill at the lagt minute “as a matter of
Sullivan, Inc., a New York principle” fOled sunt against the powerful utility

charging it cut olf his service without the customary
five days notice

He contended that his payment was mailed on
time.

research outfit, it's be-
cause no credit card coun-

terfeiters have yet been
"They said they didn't gel the pavment,” said

Jalled. Once they are, N (el
these criminals will ¥ Gary I said they dhd Tfrv said tough luck and

disconnceted the telrphoie
doubtedly explain their When the telephone company admitted i court
techniques to others, that it had received the paymient but charged him $11
which is how crime anyway lo reconnect his service Gary went to City
spreads.

Hall and filed suit in small claims court
Richard Ahern, who re-

searched the subject for
Frost & Sullivan, inter-
viewed 76 credit card
criminals in four prisons.
He learned that how to
steal credit cards and use
them is now common kmowl-
edge in U.S. jails, but
how to counterfeit credit
cards is not.

® New York Telephone Co. has issued
a warning to “phone phreaks’ who use
"blue boxes” to illegally avoid long
distance charges. The company has
developed a computer which detects
and prevents the fraud. However, at
the news conference the company
ealled to unveil its weapon, the com.
puter malfunctioned. It took 20 minutes
to repair the computer.

Wrong subject

WENATCHEE, Wash. — A microscopic examination in a biology lab
turned into a police interrogation for a Wenatchee High School
student. The class assignment last Friday was inspecting fungi. But
a 15-year-old student was charged with possession of marijuana after
the biology teacher discovered the ‘‘grass’’ the student was studying
intently was the wrong specimen.
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out to Youth Hot Line Reports, PLEASE! Movement groups
may reprint without permisgion with TAP's address given
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LETTERS FROM READERS

Tear TAP,

Daring the Chrstrue treak [ 7 e gether with

t e whe's 4ls an slectr. ol enconeeri Ltudent Sl
sipping Bell. He kn we all the [stegtseat the: Elx=k
fetecty n System which 1s available - all earyy FR:Nis

and can oe used on all older systems, ~na parual L2055 ¥
the testing piece of hardware cherks the line witn 5 1oL g
frequency signal. This wor weause; 1) You probably have
a resistor leaking snme current through to 7our micro.pons.ne
element. This 10K ~hm or 87 i5 ao ensugh toirip the billing
equipment but 15 less than the Meponm “.r [re.re Jnoan open
line. 2) Your Black Bz capaciv.r lz1o the 1o {requency sig=
nal tarough great! Your capacit r (1 M) pasces the AC [ine
and isn't nearl; as well hid in the stray capacitanse o the
phone line as your Ling resisiance ©an b, Note; they do thio
test when your phone 15 rangang, 1L ey oan past, the 1w fre-
quency signal 1.wn the Line, they wdl suspest 7oa are Black
Boxaing. SO far we don't know o ety now many ringing tele-
ph-nes can be checked 2t .nee, but Lupposedly, 4 190 Since
the low frequency Black Boz deteet,r need nly cneck your
line during ringing and with ESS theoe kind [ "maintenance"
checks are easy b implement. Als. the exact frequency used
.5 not known. They probably do a LC resistanrce check and
~ould do an AC check anywhere [rom ) - 0 Hz above that and
the tne could be heard <n the line, Will 5o meane whn lives
in an area where they know Bell does this kind of detection
try and see if there wire extrancous low Lunes on the line during
~inging. Further, Bell may also de. the testing wath a high
frequency tone during ringing (the noise won't bather you
then) which makes it really easy o measure your line capa=
citance.

Now same ideas| First, Tdon't think they can geta good
yes=no resuit. They might get a signal to monitor your line
o be sure. Their measurement capability 1s limited by two
major factors; 1) The stray capacitance between the line from
‘nsulation losses, connection points, ete. 2) The ringer capa-
citor, it should hide ysur capacitor pretty well. Remembering
how it's hooked in. it must be 1 pretty nig capacitor to let the
20 Hz ringing signal energize the ringer coils. But note, when
you hook on your Black Box, you've series connected your
1 Mfd or 5o with a big 2 or 3 Mid 55 the total capacitance is
less than either. Further, the ringer colls have some induc-
tive reactance making the effect of your capacitor even larger.
By knowing what a standard capacitance should be, any reading
less than half is VERY suspect! What can we do about it?;
Several modifications should help you hide. 1) Put your Black
Box in the circuit after the point the ringer is in. This leaves
the ringer capacitor 5n o "swamp* the line. 2) Use a bigger
capacitor, then the series eifect 15 not so noticable. This
sounds funny I know, but lock at the circuit, if this is how
the phone company does it, then that's the curel At about
this point I realize that the dimn ringer capacitor throws a
monkey wrench into the works. Some investigation should
be uone on what effect it really has, Think about it and let
e know what you've heard. We've got to help the thousands
~i Boxers in Amerika tromp this menacel!!

Further, the TAP muys and T-shirts are great!

"Hide the wires",
Mark

Dear TAP,

Until last year T was a reqular receipient of your reports
and now due t> a situation of some urgency I find it necessary
to personally respond. A certain Pacific Telephone investiga=
tor, Charles Fincher, recently paid a visit to a friend of mine,
accompanied by several San Francisco police, who with a
search warrer:, seized a Black Box after monitoring his phone
for an indefir ‘te length of time, Fincher was overheard saying
that this was ‘he fiithteenth raid this year in San Francisco.

A felony citation was 1ssued because of an alledged $200 plus
wepime" and legal procedings be 1in next week. ‘Would you be
40 kind a5 to inform your readers of the sitation in San Fran-
ciseo and send me any pertinent 23vice as to 1 legal defense,

Crash

ne
2327 UG4S
- T 12 expizin b
t st h A 1) =iler ne vrste cut my tizket
me that the Stawe Pslice in 1. J. have veen .nstzlling
the new aoving radar units inis 28 mary ot (heir 2ars 3§
pacsible. M55t of the units nave been bought with the help of
a2 federal grant. The unit consists of a2 transmit/receive
antenna mounted on a swivel base 2nd a readout umt which
nnntains the electronics fr the ~omputations. The umt takes
intn consideration the cpeed of the police vehicle and depending
on the direction of the antenna (front or back) either subtracts
it from Ar adds it t the speed of the approaching car. It has an
alirm system that can te preset for any speed up to 99 mph
and any speed above the set speed will sound the.alarm. By
the way, the trosper that nailed me had his set for 54 mph
on 2 50 mph road. Cf course local eops don't give you near
as much of a break as that, but so far very few of them have
the new units.

Fuzz Buster Barry

Dear TAP,

Since Ma claims to now have the ultimate weapon against
phreaking, in the form of a computer program, how about a
different method of getting into the system? You wouldn't
even need a telephone. Anyone familiar with ham radio knows
these guys have their own satellite through which they can talk
to other hams over distances not normally possible with the
frequencies they're using. The equipment for using these
satellites isn't too expensive and anycne who's built any of the
projects in TAP can build his own, So what am I driving at?
The rhone company also uses satellites as well as micro-
wave (which can be tapped into). If some bright soul could
come up with the frequencies, orbits, and access codes (if an
for these phone booths in the sky, it would be possible to
phreak away without ever a worry about getting nailed. I would
imagine that some of the frequencies are in the UJHF range,
which means that if the person using the satellite i3 using a
halfway decent antenna, there's virtually no way to track down
the originating signal. Besides, the FCC is too busy chasing
HFer's on CB. Ma Bell ain't the only one, either. There are
dozens of those birds up there and many of them could just
as easily be put to good use as serving the Megaporkers who
currently enslave the world.

A note about the ham satellite: from what I['ve read, the
thing was built and paid for by donated time and money and
it's
its use is set by cooperative arrangement, making it just
about the nearest thing I've seen to people's technology. So
don't fuck it up!

Enclosing a buck. Hope it'll help. (You bet yer ass it doesl)

Tuscon

Postmen stop re-used stamps

The praciice of lying 10
Qe the US Postai Senvice
a hching by erasing can-
celiston marks Irom siamps
and re-using (hem has been
largely stamped oul. sub
urban posimasiers say

Early this year the post
offica 1ssued stamps wain
ik strong enough 10 with
stand the vigorous erasing
required 1o remove @ can-
cellanon mark

Erasing cancananon
Marks dana re using can
celed slamps  does OLCur
33a Lou Evarnaral of (he
DOBIal t87v.cE $ Washinglon

EDITCR'S NOTE : Smearing u drc

office  Some people seem
determined i0 beat any sys
lem

Al tha Oak Lawn post of
hice. cancellation equip
ment has been adjusted to
produce heavier can
celiation marks thal are /m
possiDie 10 erase wihoul
desoying ihe slamps said
Qak Lawn Postmastet
Robert Neison

Eimhurst Postmasier
Wiltam Brian saig ne wasn |
aware ol allemots to erase
cancetannn  marks  on
Mamos

Howdvet. allempls 10 e

use canceled slamps ae
not new Brian noted
We caich quile a fow re-

used slamps  he sad

People (hink the can:
cellation is nice and clean
S0 Ihey decide 10 use (Ine
slamps) agan

Mail clerks  generally
notice re-used slamps

Everhardl said the prob
lem wiih cancelalion marks
being erased has
dimimsheg since the postal
service swalched 10 a new
canceialion ik proviaea
by Ine Bureau of Engraving
It can 1 be vraseo

f Elmer's Glue on the

Srp otll v rks. See TAP #30 for more “free” postal infz2.
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Ma Bell Has

Competition

The seven independent tele.
phone companies in New Jersey
might not be as big as Ma Bell, but
they provide the same level of
service.

New Jersey Rell has at least 30 times
as many phones as its smaller counter
parts,  but _the slale’s independent
companies in some cases charge at
lower rates,

The seven independent companies in
the state serve 78.118 husiness and resi
dential customers with 133241 tele
phones, compared (o New Jersey Dell,
with almost 3 million customers and 6
million individual tclephones.

Only two of the non Bell companies
In New Jersey are owned and operated
by local people. The other five are suh
sidiaries of holdinz companies which
operale millions of telephones around
the country,

Local Companies

The two local companies are the
Hillsborouzh & Montgomery Telephone
Co. of Belle Meade and the Warwick
Valley Telephone Co. of Warwick, N.Y..
which operates the telephone system
in parts of Sussex County.

But even those two companies serve
more than 5000 business and residen
tial customers each in New Jersey and,
according to statistics provided by the
U.S. Independent ‘felephone Associa
tion In Washington. each grossed more
than $1 million in 1976

Customers cannol pick and choose
their telephone company because each
utility was granted its own service area
under the Federal Communications Act
in the 1930s

Rates Are Low

Hillsborough & Monlgomery Tele-
phone Co. has ahout 50 employes to
serve 6.386 cuslomers with 11,710 lele.
phones.

The company has not raised its $3.65
monthly residential rate for a dial tele
phone since 1956 Bell charges belween
$6.20 a month and $7.65 a month for the
same seiviee

General Manager Roy Peterson sald
numerous long distance calls have ena-
bled Iillsborough & Montgomery (o
keep ils basic rates the same for over
20 years. The affluent new customers
the company has picked up in recent
years tend to moke more long distance
calls than New levsey Bell customers,
Peterson said

The Warwick Vallev company serves
5,024 New Jersey customers.

“We starled in 1902 when a number
ot farmers began connecling their pri
vale lines tozeth 1" said president
John W. Sanford

New Jersev Bell officials concede
that in some respects the independents
do have advanlages, mainly because
they have smaller free dialing arcas
and because many of their customers
are more affluent than (hose in inner
cities served by Bell

Other non-Bell companies In New
Jersey are: New Jersey Telephone Co.,
United of New Jersey and the West Jer-
sey Telephone Co, all operated by
Upited Telecommunications Inc.: the
Delaware Valley Telephone Co., affiliat-
ed with General Telephone & Klectron.
fcs; and the Continent:l ‘Yolephone Co.
< New Jersey.
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The Technological Hobbyist Conference (THC-79) will be
held this year at the Diplomat Hotel in New York City on
Sunday April 22, 1979 from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM EST. Pre-
registration by mail is $5. 00 and will be $7.00 at the door.
This fee is needed to pay the costs of renting the ballroom,
renting PA's, projectors, etc. If you can't make it to THC-
79, you can still get a supporting registration for $3.00.

This entitles you to receive any junk that gets put on our
Freebee Table. Supporting Registrations may be upgraded

at the door for only the additional $2.00. Ctherwise it's 7
bucks at the door. Dealer tables will be available for those
wishing to sell their technological goodies but be forewarned
that the people with those funny initials will be there too!
Dealer tables are $20.00. Registration materials will be held
at the door so be sure to use a recognizable name. For more
details see TAP #53. Please make all checks payable to TAP.

Raymond Allan Williams, 31, 18 a
crook all right, but he does have a cer-
tain flair. Williams, a convicted car
thief, escaped from the honor farm at
Leavenworth federal prison in Kansas
the other day, driving off In a pickup
truck he had cadged from the motor
pool. He dumped the truck in Kansas
City, 20 miles away, and, with some
money he had saved, rented a limou-
sine, complete with chauffeur, and was
driven to Tulsa, Okla. There, using the
limousine service as a reference, Wil-
liams rented a suite of hotel rooms for
himself and his driver and put all costs
on the tah. He lived high for a couple
of days, then went to the Tulsa Alrport
and bought a twin.engine private plane
on credit and hired a pilot to fly him to
Dallas. By that time, the FBI was on his
trail, and he was arrested in Dallas, De-
spite his escapade, Williams won an
sccolade from one FBI agent. “You
have to like his style,” the agent said.
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Address all mail and checks to :

John D, ‘DeButts

55

“i's been brought to my attention thot you retired
from here in 1948. | just want to know where you
get the nerve to draw o company pension for 30

years.”
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