ODDS & ENDS by Tom Edison
Happy Birthday TAP! Five years old on May 1, 1976.

Since the last issue there has been only one new reader
.3ponse to the TAP T shirt. Talk about mail trickling inl
The weather is starting to warm up and if you want to be
"HIP TC YIP" this summer in your TAP T shirt NOW is
the time to make yourself heard. If you think that I'm going
to bust my balls and run all over N, Y, C. in the heat of the
summer trying to find a T shirt manufacturer YOU'RE NUTSI
June 30, 1976 is the deadline. If I don't receive a sufficient
number of responses by then there will be NO TAP T shirts|
A reader informed me that he is having trouble using his
RED BOX. It seems that after he beeped in the right amount
of beeps the operator came on the line and said that he was
using a recording and that no money had been deposited.
This is fast becoming an annoying occurancel To better
understand this problem let me briefly review what happens
when you use a pay phone. Your initial deposit of a dime or
slug equivalent goes through the coin chute and eventually
makes its way down into the coin hopper where it is held for
later deposit or return. Just before it drops into the hopper
it hits a plastic vane causing this vane to lower which then
closes a switch that completes the coin relay circuit. The
important point to remember here is that a coin or slug
MUST go into the coin hopper to close the relay circuit!
When you make a long distance call the operator comes
on the line to tell you how much the initial deposit should be
and she RETURNS YOUR DIME! This resets the coin relay *
in the open position and removes the relay from the circuit.
After you've made your RED BOX beeps, all the operator
has to do to see if coins were deposited is to check the relay
circuit for continuity. If you did deposit coins the relay will
be closed but if you "boxed" the relay will be open. Since the
ver requirements for the relay are 50 volts DC at 41 ma
o that is needed by Pa Bell to test if the relay is open or
closed is a smaller test voltage and current. You phone
operators who are into Women's Liberation, now is a very
good time to revolt against Pa Belll Let us know how Bell
does test the coin relay circuits. Surely somewhere out there
in our readership are wives, sisters, g1rlf_mends and lovers
who either are or know phone operators. If you're paranoid
you don't have to sign the letter, just send us the info. You'll
be doing a hell of a lot more for Women's Lib than you even
realizel
Back to our RED BCX dilemma. As a possible solution may
1 suggest that the next time you use a pay phone, after the
operator has returned your dime, redeposit a_slug which will
give the indication that coins are being deposited and then
beep the balance with your RED BOX. Remember, the operator

bas NO way to tell how many coins have actually been deposited,

just that at least one coin has been deposited! And if some of
you have a guilty conscience about using a slug to screw Pa
Bell you may use a real dime. After all, 10¢ is a very reason-
able price to talk to your friend in California from New York,
don't you think?

My reading recommendation for this month is F, P, S, , a
magazine of young people's liberation. F, P.S. which originally
stood for Fuck Public School, has for its goals more rights
for young people, a more humane restructured society, and
an end to agism, racism and sexism. While originally it was
an independent and underground newspaper service, it has
developed into a refreshing commentary on the problems of
today's youth. One of the services that they provide is CHIPS,
*he Cooperative Highschool Independent Press Service, which

rves as a clearing house for news and information relating

~ w today's youth. If you're publishing an underground news-
paper or want to start one they have all kinds of helpful info
including your legal rights! Subscriptions are $10/1 year,
$18/2 years, $24/3 years & $6/1 year if you're under 18,

" which seems like age discrimination to me. For more info
write to: YOUTH LIBERATION, 2007 WASHTENAW AVE, ,
ANN ARBOR, MI, 48104 or use your RED BOX and call
(313) 995-4575.
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Jobn T, Draper, better known as Captain Crunch, has been
busted for the second time in San Francisco. He's accused
of fraud by wire for making three calls to Bethlehem, Pa.
using a Blue Box. John was placed on 5 years probation and
is now free on $5, 000 bail.

The following off-hook currents were sent in since our last
issue:

Burtonsville, Md. 13 ma Toronto, Ont. 49 ma
Queens, N, Y. 40 ma
Westminster, Ca, 35 ma

For you TAP readers who are into CB radio be advised that
there are some unscrupulous individuals within the rank and
file! The following interesting clip is from the N.Y. Daily News
of April 22, 1976:

Citizen Band Pays

Crawfordsville, Ind., April
21 (AP) — John Gunset, 18,
of Omaha, Neb., wa stranded
on Interstate 74 near here walked across the road, pulled

yesterday after his car stalled. a knife and robbed Gunset of
Police said that after he is- $54.

off

sued~a citizen band radio call
for help, a driver stopped on
the other side of the highway,

I hate to end my column on a sour note but a couple of TAP
readers were pissed about the last few issues. They didn't
like the light social criticism or the plugs for books, maga-
zines, and underground records that were mentloned They
felt Lhat TAP should stick to technical things and leave the
social commentary alone, If these critics want only technical
articles, let 'em sub to Popular Mechanix! I don't know where
these vegetables live but today technology depends on social,
political, and ecconomic conditions and anybody who doesn't
recognize this is a fooll The S-1 Bill, the pollution of our air
and water by the greedy pig monopolies, and the unsafe nuclear
power plants being built (including that new horror being built
right off the coast of New Jersey) are just some of the very
important issues that cry out for examination and we will
continue to do so! So go ahead, stay in your room and play with
your Blue Box and yourself,. and one day, when the phone goes
dead and the lights go out and you finally stick your head out
the door to see just what the hell is going on, don't be surprised
to find people lying on the ground dying from pollution and
radiation or people being swooped up in mass arrests than.ks
to S-11 Remember, 1984 IS closer than you think!!(Tom, I
couldn't have said it better myself. Jim)

And finally, to the critics who felt that Mr. Phelps came
down too heavy in his article on how to write to the TAP
office, I can only say that he didn't word it strong enoughl
If you can't write, print or type your own name and address
legibly you don't deserve a subscription to TAP! We are all
volunteers on the TAP staff and none of us are getting a damn
dime for working. If you think you could do a better job just
drag your ass up herel Cur office-hours are posted in every
issue, If you live far away, write us! Remember that before
the staff was increased it was sometimes 6 months between
issues! We're averaging about an issue a month and the mail
is getting answered almost as fast as it comes in so I don't
feel that you've got too much to bitch about, do you?

(© Youth Hot Line Reports, Inc. 1976 - Do not make checks
out to Youth Hot Line Reports, PLEASE. Movement groups
may reprint without permission with TAP's address given
with all credits, Please send us a copy of reprinted work.
Warning: We will prosecute copyright violators.
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Dear TAP,
Switches: I've been building blue anes for quite some time
now and always on the lookout for good cheap dpdt or dpst
switches. The Grayhill 35-1 is okay but has risen in price
to about $1. 75. There are also a number of cheap switches
I've read about which are not small and don't fit well into a
small compart ment.One is made by Cherry and can be had
for .70 surplus. I've never tried toggles but I guess that
would be one solution (actually what we need is a touch-
tone chip such as is available now for regular dialing
frequencies. .. that'll be the day). Just finished the advanced
blue box with the 555 chips- couldn't you also use the 5586,
which is a dual chip? Seems to work fine so far. You can
hear a "different" sound than the one issued by unijunction
types. But much simpler to build.

Name withheld
Editor's note: Good idea for dual 555's, However, you can't
use a 556 for the 555 Red Boxes, as several readers have
suggested. Only two separate 555's will work because the
V+ pins of the two timers go to different points in the cir-
cuit, and in a 556 the V+ pins of both timers are internally
tied together. And no, the circuit can't be modified to let
the 556 work.
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Back Issues - Listed by feature articles

50¢ each, 40¢ each if complete set is ordered
1 - Extensions, Conference Switches

2 - Blue Box Story and Abbie on Ripoffs

3 - Telecommand Story

4 - Pay Phone Issue

5 - Blue Box partl 6 - Blue Box part2

7 = Tuning your organ, 3-slot ripoffs

8 - Credit card calls, 1972 code

9, 10, and 11 - Blackbox parts 1, 2, &3

12 - Blue Box plans

13 = Int'l calls & codes, Bluebox plans

14 - More codes, AT&T Papers, CA test #s
15 - 1973 Credit Card Code, T network

16 - Red Box plans

17 - Red Box, Line Relay, "Don't Get Busted"
18 - Qutgoing long distance call stopper

19 - Snoop light, Taping Fortress tones

20 - Cheesebox (Conference line, or looparound)
21 - Automatic phone tap, Convention report

22 - Answeroo, "How we catch Red Boxers"

23 = Free electricity g

24 - Fraud Detectors, Index, 1974 CC Code

25 - New Red Box, Free Gas

268 - New Bluebox, Con Ed key (also 23, 29)

27 - Free electricity, Bluebox correction

28 - Reading computer bills, loop suffixes

29 - Improved Bluebox & Snooplite, Int'l codes
30 - Party lines, Fortress extension & locks

3l - Black box, RAQ Credit Card Codes

32 - "8 CC Code, Improved Red Box

33 - Supermarket codes and ripoffs, tax refusal
34 - SS #, Inside the Fortress, Fone Fucker

Subscriptions - 10 issues - U § bulk rate $4.

U 8 First Class in plain sealed envelope $6.

Canada stapled $6 Foreign $7.

IMPCRTANT:

Include mailing label or xerox copy when writing to TAP

about your subscription,

Books - Monopoly $1.20

Courses - 50f each A-Basic Electricity B - A,C.

C - Basic Phone Cperation D = Amplifiers

Send Qnly check or money order (NC CASH) to

TAP, 152 W 42 Street, Room 504, New York 10036

This is a mail drop only.

Cffice: 1201 Broadway, Room 608, New York 10001
Hours: Wednesday, 4-7pm.

Published for informational purposes only by Youth Hot Line Reports, Inc.

Address all mail and checks to

BULK RATE
U. S. FOSTAGE

TAP, ROOM 504,152 W.42 ST,, NY10036 PA'D
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® Supermarket Cheating

The nationally prominent magazine, The Atlantic
Monthly, recently published an article entitled, “Rip-
Off at the Supermarket.” March, 1976

The article ‘was offensive enough to the industry
that at least one food chain, Safeway Stores, banned
the sale of the magazine on its premises.

The article dealt heavily on supermarket practices
that cheat or islead 8, including false
labeling of the weight of meat, prominent display”
of higher-profit foods, and other questionable mer-
chandising practices.

The International Teamster

Permil No, 209
Greal Neck, N, Y.




