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head to fit through. The edges of the poncho are doubled over and sewn together with 
grommetslsnaps fastened along the edges. For ease of work, the edges can be snapped together 
around the arms for efficient coverage of the body while allowing the arms to protrude and 
accomplish tasks. Unsnapped and kept in its square shape, the poncho doubles as a waterproof 
ground cover, tarp and even a shelter or rain catch. 

Expedient debris shelters or lean-tos are some of the easiest and fastest shelters to 
build when in the field. These can be made even more efficient and cozier with the use of a 
poncho. Placed on the ground inside your shelter, the poncho will keep ground water from seeping 
into your shelter and off of your body. Build a bed on the inside of your shelter by laying down 
some green boughs and covering with bundles of grass. Lay the poncho over top as you would a 
tarp and you will have a waterproof dais on which to sleep. By positioning your shelter on a piece 
of raised ground so that water can't seep in, you can avoid laying the poncho down on the inside of 
your shelter and tie off the hood of the poncho so that rain does not find its way through the 
opening and use the poncho as a tarp to place across your shelter's roof. In this manner you can 
further waterproof your shelter. 

If you have a tent or have built an efficient shelter for yourself, you can lay poles cut 
from saplings on the ground in a tic-taetoe pattern. Place any gear you have on top of the poles 
and tie off the hood of your poncho and cover your gear with the poncho. Anchor your poncho to 
the ground by cutting wooden stakes and pounding them into the ground. Tied the poncho down to 
the stakes with cord through the poncho's grommets. Place brush over the poncho to camouflage. 





tying it around the stake with cord. Stretch the poncho out in all directions so that it forms a tent. 
Cut eight more stakes about ten inches long and pond into the ground directly under the poncho's 
grommets. Cut a notch into the top of each stake and tie the poncho to these stakes with cord 
through the grommets. This will form "gutters" around the poncho tent. Rain will fall onto the 
poncho and flow from its center and collect in its 'gutters." 

As you can see, rain gear is necessary to keep your body and your clothes dry. 
There are several garments that are capable of pedorming this task and all are useful. I find the 
military style ponchos the most versatile and necessary to pack in with me in an emergency kit. I 
also keep a vinyl rain jacket with me when the season is rainy and cool, but the poncho is with me 
during every season because I have found it useful for protection against all elements. It provides 
me with shade in the summer, sheds water in the spring and fall and even sheds snow in the 
winter. Of all the equipment I have described so far, the rain poncho is the piece of personal 
shelter garment I would insist on any member of my group having on their person all the time. 
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The conventions of a number of the States having at the time of their adopting the 
Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that 
further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public 
confidence in the government, will best insure the beneficent ends of its institution.

Article 1.
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Article 2.
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to 
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Article 3.
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, 
nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Article 4.
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon 
probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.



Article 5.
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a 
presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in 
the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject 
for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any 
criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Article 6.
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an 
impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district 
shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for 
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Article 7.
In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial 
by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court 
of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Article 8.
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 
punishments inflicted.

Article 9.
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage 
others retained by the people.

Article 10.
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.




